THE  NOE  VALLEY  VOICE 


The  Voice  Takes  Off  for  the  Holidays 


Dreams  of  durable  goods  and  prayers  for  the  stabilization  of  foreign  markets  were  far 
from  our  thoughts  in  this  photo  from  our  personal  holiday  scrapbook.  But  now, 
slouching  toward  presidential  censure  and  Y2K  with  more  fear  than  you  can  shake  a 
cell  phone  at,  we  find  that  a  vacation  may  be  the  only  solution.  We  can  bear  up — we 
can  make  the  right  choices  if  you’ll  only  give  us  this  little  break.  We’re  going  to  be 
out  of  the  office  and  away  from  our  phones  for  the  month  of  December,  so  please 
hold  your  Class  Ad  copy,  letters,  and  calendar  items  until  January.  Get  your  stuff  to 
us  by  Jan.  15  (display  advertisers  have  until  Jan.  22),  and  we’ll  do  our  best  to 
squeeze  it  in  the  February  issue,  which  appears  Wednesday,  Feb.  3.  Yes,  we  can  rise 
up  renewed  and  be  the  angels  we  were  once  upon  a  time — again — with  your  help. 
Have  a  safe  and  sane  one,  and  we’ll  see  you  in  1999. 

Photo  courtesy  of  Pamela  Gerard  — Jack  Tipple  and  Sally  Smith 


Wisconsin  native  Mark  Leno  once  studied  to  be  a  rabbi.  He  runs  his  own  small  business,  and 
spends  a  lot  of  time  raising  money  for  AIDS  causes.  He  also  just  signed  up  for  another  tour 
on  the  San  Francisco  Board  of  Supervisors.  Yes,  you  heard  that  right.  Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 


James  Lick 
Feels  It’s 
Gotten  a 
Bum  Rap 

By  Anne  Senges 

“James  Lick  Kids  Barred  from  Shop  on 
24th  Street”  blared  the  headline. 

Though  factually  accurate,  the  story  in 
the  November  issue  of  the  Voice — about 
a  decision  by  Just  for  Fun  to  ban  students 
from  the  store  after  a  series  of  shoplifting 
incidents — came  as  a  jolt  to  the  staff  and 
students  at  James  Lick  Middle  School. 

Their  initial  reactions  were  anger  and 
hurt.  (See  this  month's  Letters,  page  8.) 

But  now  the  James  Lick  parents,  teach¬ 
ers,  and  students  are  searching  for  ways 
to  build  bridges  with  the  local  commu¬ 
nity.  They’d  also  like  to  erase  some  of  the 
negative  stereotypes  people  may  have 
about  the  Noe  Street  school. 

They  want  the  neighborhood  to  know 
that  James  Lick  has  a  lot  to  offer  these 
days  and  there  is  little  reason  the  school 
should  suffer  from  a  bad  reputation. 
Though  not  known  in  the  past  for  its  aca¬ 
demic  achievements,  James  Lick  has  seen 
a  rise  in  test  scores  in  recent  years.  It  is 
now  ranked  in  the  middle  tier  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  middle  schools.  And  according  to 
Principal  Michael  Eddings,  it’s  become 
an  “application-only  magnet  school.” 

“Lick  has  always  had  a  bad  rep,  and  it 
has  been  pretty  unfair,”  says  Noe  Valley 

Continued  on  Page  7 

Supervisor 
Mark  Leno 
Hangs  on  to 
Nice  Guy  Image 

By  Richard  Dodds 

When  Mark  Leno,  the  city’s  newest  su¬ 
pervisor,  moved  to  Noe  Valley  17  years 
ago,  he  didn’t  know  much  about  the 
neighborhood.  Nor  was  he  engaged  in 
any  of  the  local  disputes  over  parking, 
condo  developments,  and  commercial 
growth  on  24th  Street. 

Happily  cocooned  in  a  cozy  home  on 
Clipper  Street,  he  felt  no  threat  to  his  im¬ 
mediate  surroundings,  and  therefore  no 
particular  call  to  activism.  Still,  Leno  was 
by  no  means  a  civic  slacker.  At  the  time, 
he  was  pouring  his  passions  into  fundrais¬ 
ing  for  HIV  causes  and  gay  rights.  He  was 
also  busy  running  his  own  small  business. 

Seventeen  years  later,  Leno  has  altered 
his  focus  a  bit.  While  his  core  interests, 
like  AIDS  funding,  remain  intact,  his 
concerns  now  encompass  such  things  as 
the  proliferation  of  chain  stores  on  24th 
Street  and  whether  to  allow  dogs  off- 
leash  at  Noe  Courts. 

These  neighborhood  matters  began  to 


snag  his  attention  after  Mayor  Brown  ap¬ 
pointed  him  to  a  vacancy  on  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  in  April,  a  post  he  won  on  his 
own  in  the  Nov.  3  election.  And  they  are 
among  the  local  issues  that  will  continue 
to  grow  in  importance  as  the  city  returns 
to  district  elections  in  two  years,  and  as 
Leno  positions  himself  to  run  for  District 
5,  the  district  incorporating  Noe  Valley 
and  the  Castro. 

“I  hadn’t  seen  Mark  around  the  neigh¬ 


borhood,  so  he  was  a  question  mark  when 
he  was  appointed,”  said  Dave  Monks, 
president  of  the  Noe  Valley  Democratic 
Club  and  a  high-profile  neighborhood  ac¬ 
tivist.  “Would  he  get  involved  in  neigh¬ 
borhood  issues?  I  wondered.  But  I’ve 
been  impressed  and  surprised  at  how  he’s 
just  Jumped  in.” 

Monks  has  seen  Leno  in  action  on  two 
Continued  on  Page  1 1 


Ye  Auld 

Neighborhood 

Psychic 

By  Kathryn  Guta 

Psychic  readings  used  to  go  hand  in 
hand  with  rickety  staircases,  crystal  balls, 
and  mumbo  jumbo.  Now  they  just  con¬ 
jure  up  the  blizzard  of  ads  on  cable  TV. 

How  refreshing  then  to  find  that  we  in 
Noe  Valley  have  our  very  own  “psychic 
clinic”  going  on  every  Thursday  in  the 
comfort  and  civility  of  Lovejoy ’s  Antiques 
&  Tea  Room  at  Church  and  24th  streets. 

The  refined  atmosphere  of  the  tearoom 
makes  the  slippery  business  of  exploring 
one’s  psychic  horizons  wonderfully  be¬ 
nign.  Who  wants  to  be  launched  into  in¬ 
ner  space  without  the  comfort  that  a  decent 
cup  of  tea  and  a  fruited  scone  can  bring? 

At  Lovejoy 's,  the  embroidered  table¬ 
cloths  and  fine  china  mingle  with  the  per¬ 
fume  of  fresh  roses  and  chamomile  tea.  It 
reminds  me  of  my  grandmother’s  parlor, 
though  I  never  met  anyone  at  Granny’s 
who  could  read  tea  leaves. 

Lovejoy ’s  co-owner  and  soothsayer, 
Tricia  Hollenberg,  says  it’s  different  in 
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Predictions  for 
Noe  Valley  1999 

The  Voice  asked  neighborhood  psychic 
Tricia  Hollenberg  to  gaze  into  the 
future  and  tell  us  what  to  ex[)ect  for 
Noe  Valley  in  1999.  Now  it’s  our  turn 
to  fulfill  her  list  of  10  predictions: 

1.  Wait  until  March  to  sell  your 
house.  Property  sales  will  pick  up  at 
that  time. 

2.  There  will  be  a  controversial  pro¬ 
gram  started  at  the  Noe  Valley  Min¬ 
istry,  perhaps  something  to  do  with  mar¬ 
ijuana  treatment  for  people  with  AIDS. 

3.  There  will  be  a  change  in  parking 
regulations  to  allow  diagonal  parking 
or  parking  at  right  angles  to  the  curb. 

4.  Buy  a  Silicon  Valley  stock  that 
includes  the  letters  S  and  Y. 

5.  More  city  politicians  with  close 
ties  to  Noe  Valley  will  be  elected. 

6.  A  private  foreign  language  pro¬ 
gram  for  preschoolers  will  open  in  the 
neighborhood. 

7.  Noe  Valleons  need  to  connect 
more  to  their  community.  We  should 
throw  more  fun  block  parties  and  hold 
fewer  political  meetings. 

8.  Drewes  Market  can  be  saved,  if 
the  new  operators  try  some  fresh  ideas. 
They  should  advertise  more,  and  turn 
Drewes  into  an  upscale  gourmet  meat 
market  that  features  personal  service. 

9.  The  Noe  Valley  Merchants  Asso¬ 
ciation  will  grow  and  begin  to  interact 
with  other  neighborhood  groups.  We’ll 
hear  more  about  them. 

10.  A  big  romance  will  blossom  in 
Noe  Valley,  possibly  between  oppos¬ 
ing  neighborhood  groups. 

Okay,  let’s  get  started.  Everybody 
give  everybody  else  a  hug.  Happy 
New  Year!  □ 
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Stitching  the  Pieces  of  a  Neighborhood  School  Together;  Principal  Linda  Luevano  (right)  and  prospective  student  Hazel  McHugh  watch  appreciatively  while  parents  Jacee  McHugh 
(sewing)  and  Cindy  Cake  put  the  finishing  touches  on  a  “family  quilt”  for  Fairmount  Elementary  School.  For  the  school  work  day  Oct.  24,  each  student  made  a  square  celebrating  a  mom  or  dad, 
grandparent,  aunt,  uncle,  cousin,  brother  or  sister.  Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 


QUALITY  USED  FURNITURE 


announces 

The  Holiday  Sale! 

ENTIRE  STOCK  REDUCED 

Thousands  of  collectibles  to  choose  for  gift  giving 

4»  25  Years  on  Irving  Street 


Open  Mon-Sat  10:30-6  •  Sun  1 1-5  Eosy  Parking! 

2501  Irving  Street  at  the  corner  of  26th  Avenue 
Call  731-2717  or  731-0758  •  Fax  731-0734 


,>S.oStSTOPPAfiryj^ 

presents  " 


presents 

THE  HOLIDAY  SEASON 


Oa> 


Christmas  and  New  Year's  Eve 
Beautiful  Imported  Gift  Items 

Gift  Items  •  Christmas  and  Party  Decorations 
Gift  Wrapping  •  Gift  Certificates  •  Party  Supplies 
Balloon  Bouquets  for  All  Occasions 

All  your  needs  for  New  Year's  Eve! 

1600  Church  St.  at  28th 
824-0414 


Don’t  be  fooled  by  other  framing  stores’  discount  coupons! 

Custom 

y Framing 


n 


&  Gallery 
Expert  Picture  Framing 

Compare  prices  <£  service! 

Back  to  the  Picture  is  much  faster, 

I  much  more  affordable  than  other  framing  shops 

I  934  Valencia  @  20th  St. 

^rames@back2picture.com  Telephone:  (415)  826-232 


Sale  Prices  on  Beveled  Mirrors 
Great  Prices  on  Metal  Frames 


size 

I4x  18 

16  X  20 

18x24 
22  X  28 
24x  30 
24  X  36 
30x  40 
36  X  48 


Price 

29.95 

34.95 

39.95 

46.95 

49.95 

59.95 

69.95 

89.95 


Cohry  Anodic,  Black. 
Matte  Black,  Silver, 
Frosted  Silver,  Gold, 
Frosted  Gold, 
Champagne. 
Contrast  Gray, 
White  &  Pewter 

Includes  Frames, 
Glass,  Mount, 
Labor,  Wire 
A  Hooks 


The  Best  Deal  in  San  Francisco! 

www.back2picture.com 


J 
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Let  us  pack  and 
ship  your 
holiday  gifts 


Looking  for  help  with 
packing  and  shipping  this 
holiday  season?  Whether 
you're  sending  one  special 
gift,  or  a  sleighful  of 
goodies,  Mail  Boxes  Etc.® 
can  help  make  sure  your 
holiday  packages  are  han¬ 
dled  with  care. 

Each  MBE  Center  provides 
expert  packing  services 
and  complete  shipping  ser¬ 
vices.  We  can  ship  fragile, 
delicate,  oversized  or  over¬ 
weight  items.  We  can  even 
help  you  ship  last-minute 
packages  as  late  as 
December  23. 

For  expert  packing  and  shipping 
this  holiday  season,  depend  on 
Mail  Boxes  Etc.® 


EMBE 


MAH  BOXES  ETC 


Holiday  Hours  starting  December  15 

Sundays . December  13  &  20 . 10  am.  -  4  pm 

Saturdays . December  12  &  19 . 9  am  -  6  pm 

Monday  -  Friday  . December  7  -  23 . 8  am  -  6  pm 

Wednesday  (Xmas  Eve)  . .  .December  24 . 10  am  -  3  pm 

Closed  December  25  &  26 


UPS  &  Federal  Express  Authorized  Shipping  Outlet 


Mail  Boxes  Etc. 

4104 -24th  Street  (at  Castro) 


Regular  (Non-Holiday)  Hours: 

Mon-Fri  8  am -6  pm  •  Saturday  10  am -5  pm 
(415)  824-1070  •  Fax  (415)  824-1072 
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A  Noe  I  alley  Tradition  Since  1972 


Annual  Holiday  Vitamin  Sale 


4^ 


20%  Off  All  Vitamins 
Bodycare  &  Books 


This  holiday  we’re  the  one  stop  shop  for  all  your  healthful  gifts. 

December  11  -13th 


r' 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 
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With  any  purchase  of  cheese  over  $3  get... 


$poo 

Off 


Any  One  Bottle 
of  Wine. 

Limit  1  per  coupon  per  customer. 
Good  only  at  our  24th  Street  Store. 
Valid  through  Dec  Except  Dec  11 -13th 


The  Real  Food  Company,  Noe  Valley  ■  3939  24th  Street  ■  282-9500 


Under  New  Management! 


La  Casona  Taqueria 

rrow  has  a 


CJ 


Lighter  &  Brighter! 


Including: 

Broiled  Salmon  IICBS 

Cities  Burritos 

Grilled  SsiFeeD  Specials 

AND  MUCH  more! 

6'A^di  ^Is  Out  tAe^  ^irst 

Sunday  Brunch 
Mexican  Ice  Cream  &  Sorbets 
Garden  Fresh  Salads 

Open  Everyday  11  am  - 10  pm 

3917  24th  Street  at  Sanchez  •  648-0477 


This  Christmas,  share  the  warmth. 


Send  the  FTD  Holiday  Celebrations  Bouquet 
for  Christmas, 


Friday,  December  25. 


The  only  thing 
more  special  than 
a  single  candle, 
burning  bright, 
is  one  amidst 
a  tasteful  array 
of  flowers  from  FTD. 


824-3233  •  4080  24TH  STREET  (NOE) 


Simn  tf  l^t’s  But 
Memtmtr  Cvm  FTD 
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Not  Only  Will  You  Save  30-60% 
on  Great  Sports  Gear... 


You’ll  See  a  Part  Of  Town 
You’ve  Always  Been  Scared  Of. 


Visit  our  store  and  save  an  extra  1 0%  with  this  ad. 


THE  . 

Sports  ^ 
Basement 

1301  6th  St  ♦  437-0100  ♦  wvvw.sportsbasement.com 


Limited  Hours: 
Friday  to  Sunday, 

1 0am  to  6pm 

Plenty  of  Free  Parking 


6  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  December  1998/january  1999 


Party  Trays  and  Gift  Baskets 

We  send  Gift  Baskets  &  Gounnet  Food  Items  anywhere 

ynnDmmo( 

^  /  o  Qoufmet  deli  ' 

(415)  282-0081 

649  Diamond  Street  at  Elizabeth 

Monday-Friday  10-7,  Saturday  10-4  (Closed  Sunday  and  Holidays) 

Try  our  meatball  or  Italian  sausage  sandwiches! 

HOMEMADE  ITALIAN  AND 
^  GOURMET  DISHES 

™  Take  it  home  and  just  heat  &  eat  • 


Support  the  Arts 

through 

San  Francisco’s 


VOLUNTARY 


ARTS 


CONTRIBUTION 


FUND 

VACF  is  a  program  of  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco 

For  more  information 
caU  (415)  554-6710 


Pets  for  your  enjoyment, 
supplies  for  their  needs 

647-8755 

Easy  Parking  •  VISA  •  MasterCard 

4298  24th  Street  at  Douglass 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


.  ^PIZZA-)  ^ 


VISA  . 

Serving  Fine 

Italian  Cuisine 

in  Our  Dining  Room 

or  Delivered  to  Your  Home,  Business,  or  Hotel 

Delivery  &  Pickup  •  647-1664 
3898  24th  Street  (at  Sanchez)  •  San  Francisco 
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Thank  you,  Rosie  (and  the  SFFD) 

Editor: 

At  the  first  of  November,  a  fire  broke 
out  in  a  vacant  apartment  in  my  building 
located  on  the  southeast  comer  of  24th 
Street  and  Chattanooga.  Rosie,  who  was 
on  duty  at  the  J.J.  comer  grocery  on  the 
southwest  comer,  heard  the  fire  alarm  and 
notified  the  authorities  immediately. 
Rosie  is  ever  watchful  of  activities  in  the 
neighborhood  and  cares  a  great  deal  about 
what  is  going  on. 

Due  to  Rosie’s  quick  action  and  that  of 
the  SFFD,  the  fire  was  minimal,  as  was 
the  damage.  We  are  truly  fortunate  to 
have  people  like  Rosie  in  our  neighbor¬ 
hood  and  the  professional  women  and 
men  who  serve  on  the  San  Francisco  Fire 
Department. 

Thank  you,  thank  you,  and  thank  you! 

Robert  M.  Rowland 
Los  Gatos,  Calif. 

‘My  Last  Prescription’ 

Dear  Noe  Valley  community: 

This  letter  is  for  those  of  you  I’ve 
known  since  the  Thrifty  days,  and  partic¬ 
ularly  for  those  of  you  who  are  still  with 
me  at  Rite  Aid. 

Dec.  3 1  will  usher  in  a  new  year  for  us, 
and  for  me  it  has  special  significance  be¬ 
cause  after  seven  years  in  Noe  Valley  I 
will  be  leaving  my  position  as  pharmacy 
manager  of  Rite  Aid  on  24th  Street.  There 
are  many  reasons  for  my  decision. 

First  and  foremost,  I  no  longer  feel  I 
can  physically,  mentally,  and  spiritually 
handle  the  demands  of  the  job.  I  typically 
work  1 2-  to  14-hour  days,  and  those  hours 
are  invariably  spent  on  my  feet. 

I  literally  feel  as  if  I  am  going  into  work 
to  do  battle  sometimes — with  doctors  ’  of¬ 
fices  and  insurance  companies,  as  I  at¬ 
tempt  to  obtain  refill  authorizations  for 
your  medications;  with  the  legal  demands 
of  my  profession;  and  even  with  the  fax 
machine,  that  now-pervasive  tool  of 
voiceless  communication. 

Due  to  the  pressures  of  “multi-tasking,” 

I  have  made  mistakes,  or  not  had  an  an¬ 
swer  for  you  when  I  felt  I  should  have. 

Secondly,  the  remodel  has  been  rough, 
and  while  the  store  is  finally  almost  done 
and  looking  very  nice,  it  no  longer  feels 
like  “my  space”  anymore.  It  is  now  very 
clearly  Rite  Aid’s  space. 

Therefore,  I  am  choosing  to  take  my 
career  in  a  new  direction.  I  will  let  you 
know  as  soon  as  my  plans  solidify. 

Meanwhile,  I  would  like  to  express  my 
appreciation  for  your  loyalty — to  me  and 
to  the  pharmacy — in  spite  of  all  the  ob¬ 
stacles  you’ve  been  made  to  endure  over 
the  years  (no  parking,  among  others!). 
Your  faith  in  me  as  your  “neighborhood 
pharmacist”  has  touched  me  deeply. 

I  would  also  like  to  ask  my  canine 
friends  to  continue  their  tradition  of 
doggedly  pulling  their  owners  inside  to 
get  a  biscuit.  This  means  you... Chelsea, 
Bisou,  Kadou,  Dancy,  Bosco,  Buster, 


Voice  Mail 

The  Voice  welcomes  letters  to 
the  editor.  Write  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  1021  SaiKhez  St,  San 
cisco,  CA  941 14.  Or  send  e-mail  to 
jaxvoiceOaol.com.  Please 
include  your  name,  address,  and 
phone  number,  so  we  can  contact 
you  if  we  have  questions.  Another 
way  to  reach  us  is  via  our  web  site; 
www.noevalieyvoice.com. 
There  you’ll  find  a  histtxy  of  the 
paper,  the  Gass  Ads  listings,  and 
stories  from  current  and  past  issues. 
Hqpe  to  hear  from  you  soon. 


Deli,  Alisha,  Annie,  Ollie,  Flintlock, 
Ditto,  and  all  the  rest  of  you  kids. 

I  wish  you  all  good  health  in  1999,  and 
a  very  Happy  New  Year.  Please  take  good 
care  of  yourselves. 

Kathy  O’Neill 
Rite  Aid  Pharmacy 
4045  24th  St. 

P.S.  Don’t  be  sad,  Clarabelle.  I’ll  ask 
my  replacement  to  take  good  care  of  you. 

Help  for  Guatemala  Family 

Editor: 

In  June  and  July,  helped  by  friends 
from  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  I  sold  raf¬ 
fle  tickets  on  24th  Street,  as  part  of  a 
fundraiser  to  “Help  Send  Sarah  to  School.” 

Global  Exchange  was  also  a  willing 
partner  in  this  endeavor,  and  more  than 
$1,000  was  brought  in.  As  a  way  of  say¬ 
ing  thank  you  to  those  who  graciously 
contributed  energy  and  money,  I  would 
like  to  give  a  brief  status  report. 

Sarah  is  a  lO-year-old  girl  who  lives 
with  her  mother,  brother,  and  sister  in 
Quetzeltenango,  Guatemala,  where  I 
lived  and  worked  last  year.  Her  father 
died  a  few  years  ago  of  untreated  dia¬ 
betes,  and  her  mother  ekes  out  a  living  by 
cleaning  the  language  school  I  attended. 

Sarah  is  a  bright  child,  and  I  liked  her 
attitude.  When  I  asked  her  what  she  might 
do  when  she  grew  up,  she  answered  con¬ 
fidently,  “I’m  going  to  be  a  doctor.” 

The  free  schooling  available  to  her 
leaves  much  to  be  desired,  but  a  good  high 
school,  books,  and  supplies  will  cost  about 
$2,000  for  six  years.  When  school  starts 
in  January,  she  will  be  in  her  new  place, 
thanks  to  your  support  and  generosity. 
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The  Noe  Valley  Voice  is  an  independent  news¬ 
paper  published  monthly  except  in  January  and 
August.  It  is  distributed  free  in  Noe  VaUey  and 
vicinity,  on  or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of  the 
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Lick  Kids  Ask 
For  a  Warmer 
Welcome  in  Noe 

Continued  from  Page  / 


resident  Teri  Cahill,  whose  daughter  at¬ 
tends  the  school.  “I  think  it  has  a  lot  to  do 
with  this  age  group  of  children.  Twelve- 
year-old  kids  are  not  very  mature,  but  it 
is  a  time  when  they  are  trying  to  act  in¬ 
dependent.  People  feel  nervous  about  it.” 

She  notes  that  “the  teachers  are  really 
trying  hard  to  get  the  students  to  under¬ 
stand  that  if  they  want  to  be  respected, 
they  should  respect  other  people  and  not 
use  bad  language.  And  the  kids  are  dar¬ 
ling,  once  you  work  with  them.” 

But  some  Noe  Valley  residents  and 
merchants  have  mistakenly  branded  them 
as  troublemakers.  “We  can’t  really  feel 
spirited  about  ourselves  if  we  are  being 
put  down  all  the  time,”  Cahill  says.  “I  re¬ 
ally  think  there  is  a  need  for  some  wel¬ 
coming  on  the  neighborhood’s  part.” 

So  what  can  Noe  Valley  do  to  make  the 
students  feel  more  welcome? 

“I  would  like  to  see  partnerships  with 
the  merchants  happen  again,”  said  Laurel 
Turner,  president  of  the  school’s  PTA. 
“Maybe  people  will  start  to  realize  what 
it  is  like  to  be  a  1 2-year-old  and  walk  into 
a  store  where  the  people  working  there 
are  watching  you.  The  kids  are  wearing 
uniforms,  and  they  should  be  given  a  lot 
of  credit  for  walking  around  in  those  uni¬ 
forms  when  they  can  be  easily  targeted  as 
James  Lick  students.” 

Turner,  who  has  lived  in  Noe  Valley  for 
20  years,  also  wants  the  community  to 
“see  what  the  school  represents  for  the 
neighborhood.  The  diversity  of  the  school 
is  a  big  asset  for  me,  and  there  is  no  point 
living  in  San  Francisco  and  raising  kids 
here  if  you  are  going  to  send  them  to  all- 
white  schools.” 

One  problem  with  big  cities,  she  ad¬ 
mits,  is  that  they  tend  to  be  culturally  ori¬ 
ented  toward  adults.  But  that  doesn’t 
mean  you  should  ignore  the  young  people. 

“I’m  not  saying  that  people  in  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  don’t  want  to  see  the  kids  here.  I  just 
think  that  there  needs  to  be  a  little  more 
consciousness  about  making  the  kids  feel 
comfortable.  And  a  little  appreciation  for 
the  fact  that  adolescents  are  going 
through  a  real  transition  period  in  their 
lives.  They  tend  to  be  noisy,  they  tend  to 
be  rowdy,  they  travel  in  groups.  That’s 
where  they  feel  comfortable,  and  that’s 
not  necessarily  bad,”  Turner  says. 

“There  are  a  lot  of  things  that  can  be 
done  to  make  the  students  feel  more  com¬ 
fortable,”  agrees  Joseph  Montano,  who 
teaches  journalism  and  social  studies  in 
Lick’s  eighth-grade  Spanish-immersion 


classes.  “I  think  that  there  is  a  lot  of  racial 
tension,  and  that  needs  to  be  dealt  with. 
We  should  invite  the  merchants  to  the 
school  and  listen  to  what  they  have  to  say. 
And  they  should  listen  to  what  the  kids 
and  parents  have  to  say. 

“A  lot  of  the  students  don’t  live  in  the 
community,  and  that’s  a  factor  which  af¬ 
fects  the  students  and  how  the  store  own¬ 
ers  treat  them,”  he  continues.  “But  at  least 
a  dialogue  has  been  opened.” 


How  to  Get  the 
Scoop  on  James 
Lick  School 

How  can  you  find  out  what’s  really  go¬ 
ing  on  at  James  Lick? 

The  best  way  is  to  make  an  appoint¬ 
ment  to  tour  the  school.  This  month,  tours 
for  prospective  parents  and  volunteers 
will  be  held  on  Wednesdays,  excluding 
holidays.  Call  the  school  to  set  a  date. 

If  you  want  a  sneak  preview,  take  a 
minute  to  log  on  to  the  school’s  web  site, 
located  at  http:Hwww.sfusd.kJ2.ca.us/ 
schwwwlsch634ljlms.html.  The  site  fea¬ 
tures  an  update  on  the  school’s  academic 
standing  from  Principal  Michael  Edd- 
ings,  as  well  as  descriptions  of  programs 
by  other  administrators  and  teachers. 

It  also  has  pages  from  the  school  year¬ 
book,  filled  with  photos  from  Lick’s 
many  clubs,  sports  teams,  and  after¬ 
school  activities.  (The  Homework  Club, 
the  Community  Service  Club,  or  the  IBM 
Club,  whose  students  repair  PCs,  might 
be  lures  for  Noe  Valley  volunteers.) 

The  site  also  contains  the  Spanish  Fam¬ 
ily  History  Project,  a  collection  of  per¬ 
sonal  family  stories  written  by  students  in 
Joseph  Montano’s  eighth-grade  Spanish- 
immersion  classes. 

Twice  a  year,  the  school  holds  student- 
led  portfolio  conferences,  where  students 
make  presentations  about  their  progress 
towards  performance  standards  in  writ¬ 
ing,  reading,  and  mathematics.  PTA  pres¬ 
ident  Laurel  Turner  says  everybody  in  the 
community  is  welcome  to  attend.  “It’s  a 
great  opportunity  to  get  an  in-depth  look 
at  the  good  work  the  students  are  creat¬ 
ing.”  The  next  conferences  are  scheduled 
for  this  spring. 

To  attend  the  conferences,  or  to  take  a 
tour  of  James  Lick  Middle  School,  at 
1220  Noe  St.,  call  (415)  695-5675.  □ 


FOUR  MONTHS  TRAVELLING  ACROSS  EXOTIC  INDIA. 

AND  ALL  I  WAS  THINKING  OF  WAS  YOUR  NEXT  CATERING  JOB. 

Miles  and  miles  of  beautiful  tropics.  And  there  I  was,  prying  out  recipes  from 
reluctant  chefs  and  cagey  grandmothers.  Wonderful  fish  from  the  Konkan  coast. 
Delicious  vegetarian  fare  from  Kerala.  Spicy  lamb  from  Kolhapur. 

So  whether  you’re  hosting  an  intimate  dinner  for  4  or  a  cocktail  party  for  60 
this  holiday  season,  why  not  impress  your  friends  with  truly  authentic  Indian  food? 
For  menus  or  just  to  chat,  call  me  at  642-0594  or  email  ruta1@hotmail.com 

AUTHEfsTTIC  INDIAN 
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Montaflo  says  he  and  his  journalism 
students  have  been  exchanging  views  on 
the  subject  ever  since  the  Voice  story  was 
published.  He  now  realizes  how  much  the 
kids  care  about  their  image.  “They  don’t 
like  to  be  called  animals.  And  what  hurt 
them  the  most  was  that  one  single 
[shoplifting]  incident  made  the  entire  stu¬ 
dent  body  look  bad.  That’s  exactly  how 
they  feel  when  .somebody  does  something 
bad  in  class  and  I  punish  the  whole  class. 
The  students  think  it  is  unfair,”  he  says. 

L.,  13,  who  asked  not  to  give  her  full 
name,  lives  an  hour  away  from  the  school, 
near  the  Cow  Palace.  She  does  not  know 
the  neighborhood  too  well,  but  loves  her 
school  enough  not  to  mind  the  commute. 
“Sometimes,  I  feel  I’m  being  discrimi¬ 
nated  against  by  some  people  in  the 
neighborhood,”  she  says,  “but  other  times 
I  don’t  feel  that  way.” 

Joe  Rubin  is  another  James  Lick 
teacher  who  thinks  it’s  crucial  to  integrate 
the  kids  into  the  community.  This  year 
he’s  on  sabbatical  from  the  school.  How¬ 
ever,  from  1991  to  1997  he  ran  a  program 
called  “Students  in  Stores,”  in  which  the 
Lick  students  worked  in  24th  Street  shops 
during  the  fall  shopping  season.  Rubin 


says  he  wants  to  start  the  program  up 
again  when  he  returns  next  year. 

In  the  meantime,  he’s  trying  to  act  as  a 
kind  of  mediator  between  Just  for  Fun  and 
the  school.  “When  I  spoke  to  David  Ei- 
land  [co-owner  of  Just  for  Fun]  after  the 
story  came  out,  he  greeted  me  with  sev¬ 
eral  proposals  for  James  Lick  students 
and  Noe  Valley  merchants  to  work  to¬ 
gether,  such  as  mural  painting,  with  the 
stores  supplying  the  art  materials,”  Rubin 
said.  “That  was  heartening  to  hear.  I  was 
reminded  of  the  expression.  Out  of  crisis 
comes  opportunity.” 

As  proof  of  good  faith,  the  Noe  Valley 
Merchants  Association  has  agreed  to  at¬ 
tend  a  “focus  group”  meeting  over  pizza 
on  Jan.  1 3  with  the  Lick  student  body.  Ei- 
land,  of  Just  for  Fun,  says  he  hopes  the 
meeting  will  generate  lots  of  ideas  on 
bringing  the  two  groups  together.  “I  am 
sure  that  good  things  are  going  to  happen. 
The  students  should  be  the  ones  to  tell  us 
what  we  can  do  for  them,”  Eiland  says. 

Laurel  Turner,  who  along  with  Princi¬ 
pal  Eddings  helped  set  up  the  meeting, 
also  has  high  hopes.  “The  Merchants  As¬ 
sociation  has  been  very  responsive  so  far. 
and  we  seem  to  be  moving  on  the  right 
track  now.”  □ 
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The  scholarship  will  be  administered 
by  Foundations  for  Education.  This  non¬ 
profit  organization  will  get  her  grade  re¬ 
ports  three  times  a  year  and  offer  trou¬ 
bleshooting  and  support.  It  will  also  send 
us  (Noe  Valley  Ministry  and  myselO  reg¬ 
ular  academic  progress  reports. 

Anyone  who  missed  the  opportunity  to 
contribute,  and  who  would  like  to  do  so, 
can  send  a  tax-deductible  donation  to  the 
NVM  Scholarship  Fund.  I  can  assure  you, 
it  will  be  money  well  spent. 

Margaret  Bean 
Quetzeltenango,  Guatemala 
MABean@guate.net 

Beer  and  Milk:  A  Memory 

Editor: 

I  first  met  Harvey  Milk  and  his  lover, 
Scott  Smith,  in  1973  when  they  opened  a 
camera  shop  at  575  Castro  St.  At  the  time, 
Harvey  was  running  in  his  first  campaign 
for  supervisor  with  a  very  “bohemian” 
look:  ponytail,  mustache,  jeans,  and 
barely  any  money  to  run  a  campaign.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  Harvey  lost  the  election  that 
year,  but  he  knew  another  day  would 
come.  After  that  first  election,  he  changed 
his  appearance  to  a  very  clean-cut  image, 
including  a  suit-and  a  haircut. 

I  was  bom  in  the  Castro  District  in 
1932  and  grew  up  there.  My  wife  was  also 
raised  there,  and  we  have  never  lived 
anywhere  else.  This  was  when  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  was  Eureka  Valley  and  predom¬ 
inantly  Irish,  long  before  the  gay  migra¬ 
tion  of  the  1970s. 

In  1974, 1  was  a  young  teamster  offi¬ 
cial  and  was  assigned  to  direct  the  boy¬ 
cott  of  Coors  beer.  The  boycott  was  go¬ 
ing  well,  and  at  one  point  I  was  invited  to 
meet  with  William  Coors  at  his  brewery 
in  Golden,  Colo.  I  felt  we  could  talk  man 
to  man  and  settle  the  dispute. 

Initially,  Mr.  Coors  was  unwilling  to 
agree  to  any  of  the  terms  offered.  I  told 
him  that  as  soon  as  I  returned  to  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  I  would  meet  with  Harvey  Milk, 
who  was  a  strong  leader  in  the  gay  com¬ 
munity.  Coors  replied,  “I  never  heard  of 
a  gay  community.  What  the  hell  is  it?”  I 
let  him  know  he  would  soon  find  out. 

The  next  day,  I  met  with  Harvey  and 
told  him  I  needed  the  support  of  the  gay 
community.  He  agreed,  but  only  on  the 
condition  that  I  would  put  openly  gay 
people  into  teamster  union  driving  jobs. 

I  agreed,  and  the  first  openly  gay  person 
dispatched  was  Howard  Wallace,  who 
just  happened  to  be  a  gay  activist  in  San 
Francisco.  Mr.  Wallace  later  became  a 
union  leader  and  was  a  very  good  friend 
for  over  25  years. 

In  turn,  Harvey  talked  to  the  gay  busi¬ 
ness  owners  who  served  Coors  beer.  The 
owners  removed  Coors  from  gay  busi¬ 
nesses  in  the  Bay  Area,  and  the  word  went 
out  all  over  California. 

It  was  the  final  blow  to  the  Coors  em¬ 
pire,  and  in  the  process  the  gay  commu¬ 
nity  found  jobs  in  the  union.  Harvey  told 
me  after,  “We  now  know  the  unity  and 
power  of  the  gay  community.”  My  friend¬ 
ship  with  Harvey  grew  stronger,  and  at 
one  point  a  neighbor  of  mine  asked  my 
wife  if  I  were  gay  because  of  my  friend¬ 
ship  with  him. 

After  25  years,  the  gay  community 
continues  to  support  the  boycott.  I’m  not 
sure  why  the  majority  of  gay  people  don’t 
buy  Coors  beer  after  all  these  years,  but  I 
would  like  to  think  it  had  something  to  do 
with  their  respect  for  Harvey  and  what  he 
stood  for.  I  was  always  proud  I  endorsed 
and  supported  Harvey  since  he  first  ran 


for  office  until  he  was  finally  elected  su¬ 
pervisor  on  Nov.  8,  1977. 

A  couple  of  weeks  after  he  was  sworn 
in,  I  went  to  visit  him  at  his  office.  He  was 
very  bu.sy  on  the  phone  talking  to  young 
gay  people  all  across  the  country  who  had 
called  him  for  support.  As  I  was  leaving, 
Harvey  told  me,  “You  gotta  give  ’em  hope.” 

On  Nov.  27,  1978,  Harvey  Milk  and 
Mayor  George  Moscone  (I  never  met 
Moscone,  but  1  knew  of  his  hard  work  and 
love  for  the  people  and  city  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco)  were  assassinated  by  Supervisor 
Dan  White  at  City  Hall.  After  Harvey’s 
death,  another  gay  politician  and  friend  of 
Harvey’s,  Harry  Britt,  took  over  for  him 
as  supervisor  from  District  5. 

I  know  if  my  friend  Harvey  could  say 
one  thing,  now  20  years  after  his  death,  it 
would  be,  “You  can  win  with  unity  and 
power.  If  a  person  or  product  discrimi¬ 
nates  against  your  community,  you  must 
fight  back.” 

Today  we  have  more  gay  politicians 
than  ever  fighting  for  your  rights.  Give 
them  your  support.  It  pays  off. 

Allan  Baird 
Collingwood  Street 

Serious  Reaction  to  the 
Just  for  Fun  Story 

Editor’s  Note:  The  Voice  received  many 
letters  in  response  to  our  November  story 
on  the  strained  relations  between  Just  for 
Fun  and  James  Lick  School.  We  have  pub¬ 
lished  a  representative  sample  below. 
However,  if  you  d  like  to  read  more  (af¬ 
ter  Dec.  7,  please),  log  on  to  our  web  site 
at  www.noevalleyvoice.com. 

You  are  also  welcome  to  write  your 
own  letter  to  the  editor.  You  can  e-mail 
jaxvoice@aol.com.  Or  drop  us  a  line  at 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  1021  Sanchez  St., 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114. 

‘Lily’  Noe  Valley  Should  Stop 
Branding  James  Lick  Students 

Editor: 

I  am  a  40-year  resident  of  Noe  Valley 
and  I  was  seriously  disturbed  by  the  arti¬ 
cle  in  your  November  issue,  “James  Lick 
Kids  Barred  from  Shop  on  24th  Street.” 

Although  the  attack  on  James  Lick  stu¬ 
dents  didn’t  totally  surprise  me — as  our 
students  are  often  blamed,  and  have  been 
for  years,  for  a  variety  of  incidents  in  our 
lily  Noe  Valley — the  prominence  given 
this  article  was  not  only  unsettling  but 
very  worrisome  to  me. 

A  few  misconceptions  need  to  be  ad¬ 
dressed.  First,  Lick  children  range  in  age 
from  11  to  13  years.  These  children  are 
hardly  teenagers,  or  as  stated,  teens  with 
reputations. 

Secondly,  our  principal,  Michael  Ed- 
dings,  is  doing  a  fine  job.  He  is  a  hard¬ 
working  administrator  and  teacher.  This 
year,  for  example,  while  faced  with  staff 
reductions  and  federal  cuts  (due  to  our 
students’  academic  improvements),  he 
and  the  faculty  have  set  a  higher  priority 
in  staffing  our  after-school  homework 
club.  This  club  attracts  more  than  60  stu¬ 
dents,  certainly  a  better  use  of  our  excel¬ 
lent  teachers  than  patrolling  our  privi¬ 
leged  neighborhood. 

Thirdly,  shoplifting  is  a  crime,  commit¬ 
ted  by  an  individual,  not  an  entire  school, 
and  should  be  dealt  with  on  that  level. 

These  misconceptions  cannot  be  easily 
amended.  But  by  far  the  most  damaging 
component  of  this  article  is  its  implication 
that  our  diverse  student  body,  our  students 
of  color,  are  not  welcome  in  this  neigh¬ 
borhood. 

Last  year  my  11 -year-old  daughter,  a 
James  Lick  student,  visited  Just  for  Fun 
after  school.  She  was  with  her  friends 
from  school.  Four  of  the  young  girls 

Continued  on  Page  10 
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Tea  and 
Sympathy  and 
Psychic  Readings 

Continued  from  Page  I 


Scotland,  where  she  was  bom  and  raised. 
“In  Scotland,  psychic  matters  are  routine 
and  accepted.  It’s  an  old-age  thing  rather 
than  a  New  Age  thing.  Young  people  find 
it  a  bit  old-fa.shioned.” 

Hollenberg,  46,  does  not  wear  a  turban, 
jangling  jewelry,  or  crimson  red  polish  on 
dagger-sharp  nails.  She  does  not  even 
own  a  crystal  ball.  Nothing  in  her  dress 
or  demeanor  distinguishes  her  from  any 
other  sophisticated  Noe  Valley  business¬ 
woman,  wife,  and  mother.  Her  manner  is 
gracious  and  direct,  and  she  really  does 
know  how  to  brew  a  good  cup  of  tea. 

“I  can  read  anything,”  Tricia  says  with 
professional  pride.  Her  brogue  rests  on 
the  ear  like  fog  on  a  Scottish  loch.  Her 
blue  eyes  glisten  like  dewdrops  as  she 
speaks.  “Playing  cards,  tarot  cards,  tea 
leaves — you  name  it,  I  can  read  it.  The 
real  gift  is  the  gift  of  intuition.  It’s  the  con¬ 
nection  with  the  person  that  counts.” 

A  surprising  number  of  mainstream 
psychological  counselors  are  drawn  to 
Hollenberg ’s  intuitive  brand  of  “therapy.” 
Two-thirds  of  her  private  clients  are  prac¬ 
ticing  psychotherapists  or  psychiatrists 
who  want  her  advice  on  big-life  decisions 
— when  and  whom  to  marry,  or  whether 
to  have  children. 

“People  benefit  from  psychic  readings 
because  the  ethical  boundaries  are  differ¬ 
ent  from  those  of  a  therapist.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  I  can  tell  someone  on  the  first  visit 
that  they  should  get  a  divorce,  but  a  ther¬ 
apist  must  let  their  client  come  to  this  de¬ 
cision  on  their  own.” 

It  may  sound  fast  and  dirty,  but  Hol¬ 
lenberg  is  quick  to  note  that  her  clients 
leave  Lxjvejoy ’s  holding  a  hopeful  plan  of 
action  under  their  arm  like  a  takeout  con¬ 
tainer. 

“But  let’s  not  talk  anymore  about  what 
I  do.  Why  not  see  for  yourself?”  she  says, 
as  if  suggesting  a  mere  stroll  in  the  park. 

Before  you  know  it,  1  am  shuffling 
tarot  cards  and  wondering  which  issues 
are  most  pressing  in  my  life.  Am  I  in  the 
right  line  of  work?  What  about  my  non¬ 
existent  love  life? 

Somehow  Hollenberg  “knows”  my 
concerns,  saving  me  the  time  and  embar¬ 
rassment  of  having  to  expound  upon  them 
myself.  My  insecurities  are  laid  on  the 
table,  next  to  the  mismatched  porcelain 
cups,  then  swiftly  dealt  with  in  a  no- 
nonsense  yet  loving  manner.  I  get  the 
feeling  that  I’m  receiving  six  months  of 
psychotherapy  in  about  six  minutes. 

“It  all  comes  through  me,  and  then  I  let 
it  go.  If  I  see  you  on  the  street  later,  I  won’t 
remember  a  word  of  what  I’ve  said,”  Hol¬ 
lenberg  assures  me,  which  is  comforting, 
since  we  live  near  each  other. 

After  cleaning  up  my  personal  plate, 
Hollenberg  moves  on  to  the  larger  platter 
of  our  Noe  Valley  community  (my  justi¬ 
fication  for  doing  this  story).  She  moves 
with  uncaiuiy  speed  through  topics  rang¬ 
ing  from  parking  to  property  sales.  As  I 
encourage  her  to  hold  nothing  back,  she 
warns  that  “even  the  nationally  famous 
psychics  are  sometimes  wrong.” 

Although  Hollenberg  can  predict  the 
futures  of  others,  she  can’t  as  readily  di¬ 
vine  her  own.  She  is  currently  scouting 
around  for  a  Noe  Valley  office  space  in 
which  to  do  private  psychic  readings,  and 
would  appreciate  any  leads. 

When  I  leave  Lovejoy’s  and  step  out 
onto  suiuiy  Church  Street,  1  do  feel  a  bit 
like  I’m  leaving  Granny’s  house.  There’s 
a  comfort  in  being  warmed  from  within 
by  a  soothing  cup  of  tea  and  a  sympathetic 
ear.  Best  of  all,  Hollenberg  has  confirmed 


Tricia  Hollenberg,  of  Lovejoy’s  Tea  Room, 
uses  her  psychic  powers  (and  cups  and  sau¬ 
cers)  to  read  “playing  cards,  tarot  cards,  tea 
leaves — you  name  it"  Photo  by  No>b  Joe  Hakim 


that  I  am  meant  to  be  a  writer,  and  that  I 
will  soon  meet  Mr.  Good  Enough.  □ 


‘Borei  Bfstaurant 

Cambodian  Cuisine 

^  The  Best  Curry  in  Town  ^ 

Unique  Asian  Flavors  •  Great  Vegetarian  Menu,  too! 

Free  Delivery 

3471  Mission  Street  at  Cortland 

Close  to  Noe  Valley  &  Bernal  Heights 
Easy  access;  J-Church  to  Randall;  Muni  lines  14,  49,  67  &  24 

(415)  550-8417 


Thursday-night  psychic  readings  at  Love- 
joy's  Tea  Room,  II 95  Church  St. ,  run  from 
6  to  9  p.m.  and  cost  $20  for  15  minutes. 
Tricia  Hollenberg  also  reads  cards  and 
tea  leaves  for  private  parties.  For  infor¬ 
mation,  call  642-0689  or  282-0722. 


Cart 

Skromatherafy  J aciaf featuring 
‘DermaTogica 

Tj^perience  O^ufru  organic  u)a3(^ 
with  an  UtzuUan  Cream  hose 
for  a  soothing  effect  on  the  sl(in. 

'LgeCash  and  egebrow  tinting 
using  only  the  finest  vegetable  dge. 

Complete  line  of  sl^  care  products  available 
Cef[  IRencwaf  Stfstems 

J^estEetician:  9(aren 

I5i{y[ene’s  iHair  Salon 
1401  Castro  Street  (in  Ofpe  VaUetj) 

v.m  (41S)  67S-0139  ej^t  5# 


Ooen  Dailv  11  am  -  10:30  om 


Happy  Holidays  to  all  our 
Noe  Valley  friends  &  customers! 

24th  Street  Cafe 

3353  24th  Street  (at  Vicksburg)  •  2S2-1213 

OPEN  SAM-  9PM  DAILY 


Numbers. 


Working  with  numbers 
in  real  estate 
is  essential. 

Becoming 
a  number  isn't. 

Personal  service 
is  our  goal. 


Fred  J.  Villanova 

Senior  Marketing  Associate 


Phone  (415)  474-6666  Ext.205 

Fax  (415)  775-0637 

email:  jvillanova9pacunion.com 


Ciary  Pisula 

Sales  Associate 


Phone  (415)  474-6666  Ext.  206 

Fax  (415)  7754)637 

email:  GPisula846@aol.com 


PACIFIC  UNION 


Pacific  Union  Residential  Brokerage 
601  Van  Ness  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94102 
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The  Real 

Estate 

Comer 


with  Bill  Flanigan 

Is  it  Time  to  Move? 

Often  the  need  to  move  is 
obvious,  as  occurs  if  your  work 
requires  you  to  transfer  to  a  new 
city.  The  impact  of  other  changes 
in  your  life  on  your  housing 
needs  may  not  be  quite  as 
obvious,  such  as  having  twins,  or 
when  your  last  child  leaves 
home,  or  maybe  even  a  large 
increase  in  salary! 

Once  you  realize  that  your 
home  is  no  longer  meeting  your 
needs,  it  may  be  time  to  call  in  a 
professional  Realtor  for  wome 
expert  advice.  A  wise  agent  may 
suggest  that  you  remodel  your 
present  home  or  that  you  find 
one  that  is  more  suitable  to  your 
current  lifestyle. 

When  you  decide  that  a  move 
is  in  order,  there  are  some  vital 
considerations  before  listing  your 
present  home  for  sale  and  begin¬ 
ning  the  search  for  a  new  one. 

You  will  want  to  know  how 
much  you  can  expect  to  get  for 
your  present  home  and  what  you 
can  aftord  to  spend  on  a  new  one. 
You  will  also  need  information 
about  financing  and  the  many 
loan  programs  that  are  now 
available.  A  professional  Realtor 
can  be  an  invaluable  asset  to  you 
as  you  make  these  important 
decisions. 

Please  feel  free  to  call  or  write 
me  with  any  real  estate 
matters,or 
visit  me  on  the  web: 
BlLLFLANIGAN@pacbell.net  or 
http  /  /  www.zephyr- 
re.com/agents 
BILLFLANlGAN.html 


WHEN  YOU  NEED  IT 

1^2  415-333-3312 

ZEPHYR 

Advertisement 


■^oe’s  Nesf 


The  Essence  of  San  Francisco 
at  its  Very  Best 

A  HOME  AWAY  FROM  HOME 

Quiet  Elegance:  Hot  Tub;  Steam  Room 
Views;  Decks;  TV  &.  VCR. 
Comfort  &.  Complimentary  Breakfast. 
Children  &  Parents  Warmly  Welcome. 
Noe’s  Nest  - 

Truly  a  Son  Francisco  Experience. 


Call  415-821-0751 


Good  Vibrations 


A  clean,  well-lighted  place  to 
buy  vibrators,  massage  oils, 
books  about  sexuality  and 
other  fun  things.  Rent  or 
buy  from  our  carefully 
chosen  selection  of 
erotic  videos. 

1 210  Valencia  St,  at  23rd 
Open  Sun.-Thurs.  I  lam-7pm; 
Fri.  &  Sat  I  lam-8pm 
974-8980 


LETTERS 
32  CENTS 
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walked  right  into  the  store.  When  her 
three  girlfriends  of  color  trotted  in  behind 
them,  they  were  told  by  the  store’s  owner, 
“Two  at  a  time!”  The  girls  retorted,  “But 
THEY...”  My  daughter  quickly  felt  the 
sting  of  injustice.  Imagine  how  she  felt 
when  she  faced  her  friends  on  the  outside. 
Imagine  how  they  felt! 

It’s  these  kinds  of  occurrences,  this 
stereotyping  of  our  students,  that  rein¬ 
forces  the  perception  of  racism.  While  our 
principal,  our  teachers,  and  parents  try  to 
move  toward  harmony,  articles  and  inci¬ 
dents  like  these  take  us  backward.  We 
need  to  think  about  this. 

Teri  Cahill  (ex-patron  of  Just  for  Fun) 

30th  Street 

Whose  Faces  Belong  on  the 
Bulletin  Board? 

Editor: 

I  would  like  the  owners  of  Just  for  Fun 
to  be  aware  that  I  stopped  shopping  in 
their  store  because  I  don’t  feel  welcome 
—  and  I’m  a  47-year-old  Anglo  woman 
who’s  pretty  conventional-looking  and 
not  a  bit  inclined  toward  shoplifting.  Be¬ 
ing  greeted  by  a  bulletin  board  full  of  pic¬ 
tures  of  bad-che«k  passers  and  shoplifters 
as  you  walk  in  the  door  does  not  say 
“Come  in,  we’re  glad  to  see  you.” 

Maybe  it  was  also  the  unfriendly  ser¬ 
vice  I  received  from  one  of  the  shop  own¬ 
ers  that  left  a  bad  taste  in  my  mouth.  I’m 
sure  people  of  any  age  are  less  disposed 
to  rip  off  a  place  that’s  welcoming  and  re¬ 
spectful  than  they  are  a  place  that’s  im¬ 
personal  and  rigidly  defended  against  them. 

And  I’d  like  store  owner  David  Eiland 
to  know  that  if  I  were  a  middle  school  stu¬ 
dent  (or  just  as  a  member  of  the  commu¬ 
nity),  no  amount  of  donated  money  would 
make  me  feel  welcome  in  his  store. 
Maybe  he  should  learn  social  behavior  or 
plant  trees  or  participate  in  an  after¬ 
school  program  as  a  way  of  getting  to 
know  the  James  Lick  students  and  show¬ 
ing  his  goodwill. 

Ann  Bartz 
24th  Street 

Shops  Should  Thank  the  Kids  for 
Spending  Money  on  24th  Street 

Editor: 

Shame  on  you  for  publishing  such  an 
irresponsible  article  about  the  ranting  of 
one  store  owner  on  24th  Street.  Not  only 
is  it  bad  journalism,  it’s  bad  community 
building. 

Since  Michael  Eddings  arrived  at 
James  Lick  Middle  School,  we’ve  had  far 
fewer  fights  and  disruptions  at  school. 
Our  test  scores  have  gone  up  consistently 
over  the  past  five  years.  There’s  been  more 
staff  contentment,  and  our  parent  group 
is  larger.  Could  there  be  some  other  change 
on  24th  Street  that’s  caused  students  to 
misbehave?  Perhaps  rude  store  owners? 

It  doesn’t  take  much  looking  to  see  that 
24th  Street  is  very  white.  In  spite  of  the 
claim  that  Just  for  Fun  hires  minorities, 
the  fact  is  that  minority  clerks  are  not  usu¬ 
ally  visible  in  many  stores  on  24th  Street. 

Our  “reputation”  that  makes  commu¬ 
nity  members  so  “wary”  is  apparently 
based  on  fear  of  the  unknown,  or  in  other 
words,  fear  of  people  of  color.  In  the  four 
years  I’ve  worked  here  and  the  seven 
years  I’ve  lived  in  the  community,  I  can’t 
recall  a  single  incident  of  a  student  at¬ 
tacking  or  threatening  a  community 
member.  We  can  only  imagine  that  the 
community  fears  them  because  they  are 
minority  children. 


The  kids  aren’t  lying  when  they  .say 
that  store  owners  (and  community  mem¬ 
bers)  are  rude  to  them.  I’ve  seen  it.  And 
there’s  worse.  Teachers  have  also  found 
knives  at  the  bus  stops  before  the  children 
are  dismis.sed  from  school.  That  can  only 
lead  us  to  believe  that  community  mem¬ 
bers  are  trying  to  implicate  innocent  stu¬ 
dents.  Unfortunately,  we  don’t  have  a 
principal  of  the  community  to  go  shout  at. 

You  admit  that  the  Merchants  Associ¬ 
ation  has  not  heard  from  other  store  own¬ 
ers,  but  take  the  word  of  one  raging  store 
owner  to  claim  that  there  are  other  prob¬ 
lems.  Did  you  interview  the  owner  of 
Walgreens?  Why  not  quote  him  or  her? 
My  guess  is  that  Walgreens  does  not  want 
to  lose  the  very  large  business  that  our 
children  give  them.  The  Merchants  As¬ 
sociation  should  thank  these  kids  for  all 
the  money  they  spend  on  24th  Street! 

I’m  sorry  that  students  behaved  badly 
in  a  store.  Those  children  should  be  held 
responsible  for  their  actions.  But  as  a 
teacher  who  (like  most  others)  works 
long  hours  with  little  reward,  I  have  to 
ask,  who  should  hold  them  responsible 
after  school?  How  would  the  store  owner 
respond  to  an  after-hours  call  from  an  in¬ 
furiated  merchant  complaining  about  the 
illegal  activities  of  one  of  his  customers 
or  employees?  Besides,  is  chasing  the 
culprit  really  the  recommended  way  to 
handle  shoplifters? 

But  more  importantly,  this  “upscale 
neighborhood”  should  be  smart  enough  to 
figure  out  that  racism  is  insidious  and  of¬ 
ten  hawked  in  the  guise  of  morality  or 
principles.  Stop  fostering  the  view  that 
our  James  Lick  children  are  somehow 
outside  our  community.  They  are  part  of 
our  community,  and  when  you  look  at 
them  you  should  be  ashamed  if  you  feel 
anything  but  the  same  love  and  hope  you 
feel  for  children  of  your  own  family  (color). 

Try  being  kind  to  them  and  see  if  they 
don’t  respond  just  the  same  as  your  chil¬ 
dren  do.  The  only  difference  in  most  of 
these  kids  and  your  own  is  that  they’ve 
been  given  far  fewer  opportunities,  many 
more  obstacles,  and  less  love  and  support 
from  you.  Shame  on  you  for  fostering  ha¬ 
tred  of  children  (and  principals)  of  color. 

Connie  Hendrix 
Curriculum  and  Technology 
Integration  Specialist 
James  Lick  Middle  School 

More  ‘Students  in  Stores' 

Could  Be  the  Answer 

Editor: 

After  reading  the  Voice’s  November  ar¬ 
ticle  “James  Lick  Students  Barred  from 
Shop  on  24th  Street,”  I  felt  it  was  time  to 
add  a  different  perspective  to  the  crisis  at 
hand.  I’m  also  writing  because  I  believe 
that  within  this  crisis  are  the  seeds  for  im¬ 
proved  relations  between  students  and  the 
Noe  Valley  community.  As  a  teacher  at  the 
school,  I  have  had  this  goal  for  some  time. 

To  give  the  current  incident  some  back¬ 
ground,  in  1 99 1 ,  when  a  James  Lick  Mid¬ 
dle  School  student  had  a  problem  with  a 
store  owner,  the  former  principal  came  up 
with  what  she  deemed  a  logical  solution: 
keep  the  kids  off  24th  Street.  The  princi¬ 
pal  stood  outside  and  with  her  own  body 
physically  blocked  groups  of  African- 
American  and  Latino  children  from  walk¬ 
ing  past  her  onto  24th  Street.  Eventually, 
a  Caucasian  child  came  up  to  her  and  said, 
“But  I  live  over  this  way.”  The  principal, 
intending  no  favoritism,  had  the  other  stu¬ 
dents  move  out  of  the  way  to  let  that  child 
through.  Ironically,  the  school  was  under 
a  federal  court  desegregation  order, 
which  brought  African-American  and 
Latino  students  to  Noe  Valley  to  counter 
the  isolation  of  segregated  neighbor¬ 
hoods.  Meanwhile,  the  civil  rights  of  the 
students  were  being  disregarded,  and  the 
hundreds  of  well-mannered,  exemplary 

Continued  on  Page  12 
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Mark  Leno  Still 
Mr.  Nice  Guy 

Continued  from  Page  I 

Noe  Valley  fronts  —  the  debate  over  the 
size  of  the  new  Rite  Aid  sign  on  24th 
Street  and  over  a  proposed  moratorium  on 
coffee  shops  and  specialty  grocery  stores 
in  the  neighborhood — and  he  appreciates 
Leno’s  skills  at  crafting  a  consensus  be¬ 
tween  merchants  and  neighborhood 
groups.  “He’s  got  the  temperament  to  do 
it  ”  Monks  said. 

In  fact,  the  early  fear  among  his  friends 
and  supporters  was  that  Leno  was  too 
much  of  a  nice  guy  for  the  contentious 
world  of  San  Francisco  politics. 

“One  newspaper  called  me  a  boy 
scout,”  Leno  said,  flashing  a  toothpaste- 
ad  smile.  “And  people  have  said,  ‘Why 
do  you  want  that  lousy  job?’  On  the  self¬ 
ish  side,  I  value  the  education  I  will  get 
even  from  the  slaps,  which  have  happened 
and,  I  expect,  will  happen  again.  But  rather 
than  flinch.  I’d  rather  experience  it.” 

Leno,  a  youthful-looking  48,  arrived  at 
his  house  for  an  afternoon  interview  last 
month  toting  his  dry  cleaning  on  his 
shoulder.  He  warmly  greeted  the  reporter 
waiting  outside  the  building’s  unassum¬ 
ing  blue  stucco  facade.  “It’s  easy  to  find 
the  right  house,”  he  said,  nodding  toward 
a  quartet  of  campaign  signs  still  tacked  to 
his  wall  a  week  after  the  election. 

Inside,  the  mission-style  decor  tends 
toward  the  Spartan,  though  a  pair  of  up¬ 
right  pianos  flank  the  dining  room  table. 
On  the  music  stand  of  one  is  a  framed 
photograph  of  his  friend  Michael  Tilson 
Thomas,  shown  in  a  tender  moment  with 
the  conductor’s  elderly  father.  Another 
photo  that  Leno  points  out  is  of  a  hand¬ 
some  young  man,  Douglas  Jackson,  who 
was  his  partner  for  10  years  before  dying 
of  AIDS  in  1990. 

Leno  met  Jackson  in  1980,  when  Jack- 
son  walked  into  Leno’s  company.  Budget 
Signs,  to  have  some  posters  made  for  a 
fundraiser.  Not  long  after,  they  began 
house-hunting  together  and  soon  settled 
into  the  blue  house  on  Clipper. 

“I  liked  that  there  would  be  a  little  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  heart  of  the  Castro  so  it 
would  be  a  little  quieter,  but  it  would  still 
be  in  range,”  Leno  said.  “I  liked  the  scale 
of  the  neighborhood,  the  feel  of  it,  and  I 
think  those  who  live  here  have  an  appre¬ 
ciation  and  respect  for  it.” 

Leno,  who  says  he  dates  “now  and 
then,”  shares  his  house  with  a  stray  cat 
who  moved  in  five  years  ago.  He  thought 
of  moving  to  Mill  Valley  and  selling  his 
business  after  Jackson  died,  but  “even  in 
just  considering  it,  I  got  homesick  for 
Clipper  Street.” 

Instead,  he  threw  himself  even  more 
fervently  into  fundraising  for  gay,  Jewish, 
and  Democratic  causes.  “I  enjoy  my  busi¬ 
ness,  but  selling  signs  has  never  been  my 
passion  in  life,”  Leno  said.  “I  have  found 
that  passion  in  my  nonprofit  work.  There 
I’m  selling  an  idea,  and  I  very  much  look 
at  public  office  as  a  continuation  of  that.” 

Although  he  had  no  stomach  for  cam¬ 
paigning  for  office,  he  became  intrigued 
about  the  possibilities  of  the  supervisor’s 
post  when  his  name  was  first  floated  for 
a  vacancy  in  1996.  When  Mayor  Brown 
instead  turned  to  Leslie  Katz,  a  disap¬ 
pointed  Leno  convinced  himself  that  “it 
was  the  best  thing  that  never  happened 
to  me.” 

When  another  vacancy  arose  earlier 
this  year,  Leno  went  to  bed  thinking  “my 
head  just  wasn’t  there.  But  when  I  woke 
up  the  next  morning,  it  was  all  I  could 
think  about.”  This  time,  he  got  the  call. 

It  may  seem  an  unlikely  outcome  for  a 
rabbinical-school  dropiout  who  arrived  in 
San  Francisco  without  a  job  in  1977.  But 
Leno  likens  his  situation — as  a  merchant. 


Pre-Halloween  Fire  Damages  2  Homes 

Fire  officials  say  smoking  materials  discarded  in  a  bedroom  sparked  the  blaze  that 
ravaged  this  yellow  Victorian  at  946  Diamond  St.  on  Oct.  29.  The  fire,  reported  at 
8:51  p.m.,  reached  three  alarms  in  less  than  10  minutes,  drawing  95  firefighters. 
Brought  under  control  at  9:36  p.m.,  the  fire  displaced  a  resident  and  her  son  in  the 
Diamond  Street  house,  and  damaged  the  adjoining  25th  Street  home.  The  Diamond 
Street  resident  was  out  walking  her  dog  when  the  fire  occurred,  and  no  one  was 
injured.  Though  fires  aren’t  uncommon  in  Noe  Valley,  local  firefighters  said  they 
rarely  see  a  blaze  of  this  magnitude,  perhaps  because  of  the  large  number  of  owner- 
occupied  dwellings  in  the  neighborhood.  Photo  try  Beverly  Tharp. 
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fundraiser,  and  now  politician — to  that  of 
the  Old  World  rabbis  whose  congrega¬ 
tions  were  too  poor  to  support  them.  “And 
so  they  were  the  butcher,  the  baker,  and 
the  candlestick  maker,  and  being  a  rabbi 
was  just  something  they  had  to  do.” 

After  getting  a  bachelor’s  degree  in 
psychology  at  the  American  College  in 
Jerusalem,  the  Wisconsin  native  enrolled 
at  Hebrew  Union  College  in  New  York  to 
become  a  rabbi.  “It  seemed  I  would  need 
a  vocation,  and  I  thought,  wouldn’t  it  be 
wonderful  to  merge  vocation  and  avoca¬ 
tion,”  and  keep  on  his  spiritual  quest. 

But  something  felt  false  about  the  no¬ 
tion,  and  he  also  began  asking  himself 
whether  “a  rabbinical  student  can  be  sex¬ 
ually  active  and  out  in  the  world.” 

The  answer  escaped  him.  And  so  he 
came  west  at  the  suggestion  of  his  sister, 
then  a  Stanford  student,  who  thought  San 
Francisco  could  help  “revivify”  her  rud¬ 
derless  brother.  He  found  an  apartment  in 
the  Tenderloin  and  a  job  selling  men’s 
clothes  before  taking  out  a  $15,000  loan 
to  start  his  sign  business. 

The  business  remains  a  financial  ne¬ 
cessity  for  Leno,  inasmuch  as  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  is  still  considered  a  part- 
time  job. 

“I  think  we  kid  ourselves  that  it’s  not  a 
full-time  job,  and  we  end  up  excluding 
those  who  cannot  afford  to  serve  or  who 
can’t  take  the  time  from  their  jobs,”  said 
Leno  (who,  by  the  way,  is  not  related  to 
Jay  Leno,  host  of  the  Tonight  Show). 

Leno  is  glad  the  return  of  district  elec¬ 
tions  will  bring  some  new  voices  to  city 
government  because  fewer  dollars  will  be 
needed  to  run  a  race.  “But  it’s  also  possi¬ 
ble  there  could  be  more  contentiousness,” 
he  said.  “We’re  still  talking  about  running 
a  city  and  not  just  a  neighborhood.” 

Demographically,  Leno  should  be  in  a 
good  position  to  campaign  for  a  district 
post.  As  a  Noe  Valley  homeowner,  he  will 
have  a  natural  constituency  in  this  part  of 
the  district  (as  does  Leland  Yee,  Noe  Val¬ 
ley’s  other  supervisor-in-residence).  As  a 
gay  man,  he  should  pick  up  votes  in  the 
Castro  neighborhood. 

That  Leno  is  gay  did  not  prove  partic¬ 
ularly  newsworthy  in  the  recent  elections, 
nor  does  he  think  it  will  matter  much  to 
Noe  Valley  voters.  “I  would  challenge 
you  that  there  is  anyone  in  Noe  Valley 
who  would  be  uncomfortable  having  a 
gay  person  represent  them.”  he  said. 

In  fact,  one  of  the  reasons  Leno  moved 
here  17  years  ago  was  because  “I  had 
heard  there  were  gay  and  lesbian  couples 


here,  and  that  it  was  a  friendly  place.  I 
don’t  think  that  has  changed,  and  I  even 
think  the  neighborhood  has  become  more 
welcoming.  I’m  not  sure  I  would  have 
been  comfortable  walking  down  24th 
Street  holding  another  man’s  hand  back 
then,  but  today  I  would  be.” 

Even  as  a  supervisor?  Leno  laughed. 
“Sure.  Now  I  just  need  a  hand  to  hold.”n 
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students  were  being  punished  for  their 
school  affiliation. 

Here  are  some  of  the  negative  lessons 
we  all  learned  from  this  “denial  of  access” 
approach:  The  students  and  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  learned  that  the  school  had  no 
confidence  in  their  own  students.  African- 
American  and  latino  children  learned 
that  they  were  not  welcome  in  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  and  that  their  rights  could  be  revoked 
whenever  people  with  jxjwer  found  it  ex¬ 
pedient  to  do  so.  Students  learned  about 
a  willingness  people  can  have  to  general¬ 
ize  and  hold  all  500  students  accountable 
for  the  actions  of  one.  (Why  not  go  fur¬ 
ther  and  ban  all  males  from  Noe  Valley, 
since  the  student  was  male?) 

Why  doesn’t  this  approach  work?  Be¬ 
sides  the  inherent  racism  and  ageism,  it 
doesn’t  work  because  it  doesn’t  get  to  the 
cause  of  the  difficulty.  Students  and  store 
owners  are  two  very  different  cultures, 
presenting  obstacles  of  age  and  some¬ 
times  ethnicity  that  many  people  find 
hard  to  bridge.  Keeping  the  two  groups 
apart  only  strengthens  the  stereotypical 
views  they  have  of  each  other.  Only 
through  personalization,  working  to¬ 
gether  face  to  face  with  common  goals, 
can  there  be  a  building  of  mutual  under¬ 
standing  and  trust. 

To  this  end,  from  1991  to  1997  I  ran  a 
program  through  the  school  called  “Stu¬ 
dents  in  Stores.”  In  this  program,  I  placed 
students  in  Noe  Valley  businesses  to  help 
them  gain  work  experience  and  to  build 
personal  relationships  with  residents  of 
the  neighborhood.  The  program  inte¬ 
grated  math  and  science,  along  with  ex¬ 
periences  in  resume  writing,  job  inter¬ 
views,  and  management  skills.  Over  the 
years,  the  program  came  to  include  70 
Noe  Valley  businesses  that  gave  their 
time  to  help  educate  young  people  and 
help  break  stereotypes. 

I  was  not  able  to  run  the  program  last 
year  (due  to  curriculum  pressures),  nor 
this  year  (I  am  on  sabbatical  —  the  pro¬ 
gram  will  hopefully  resume  next  year). 

When  the  most  recent  shoplifting  inci¬ 
dent  at  Just  for  Fun  occurred,  I  was  dis¬ 
tressed  to  see  that  the  store’s  initial  reac¬ 
tion  was  the  standard  “get  those  children 
out  of  Noe  Valley”  approach.  This  sur¬ 
prised  me,  because  I  have  placed  students 
in  Just  for  Fun  and  the  store  has  been  sup¬ 
portive  and  helpful. 

It  also  surprised  me  that  according  to 


the  Voice  article,  the  school  complied  with 
the  pressure  to  send  students  directly  home 
after  school  (most  students  do  not  live  in 
the  neighborhood).  This  did  not  fit  in  with 
my  image  of  the  positive  work  the  prin¬ 
cipal  has  done  to  improve  the  experiences 
of  African-American  and  Latino  students 
at  the  school.  I  was  saddened  by  the 
prospect  of  another  generation  of  children 
learning  the  same  terrible  lessons. 

What  should  be  done?  I  believe  the 
way  to  go  is  toward  personalization  again. 
There  should  be  organized  dialogue  be¬ 
tween  the  students  and  the  store  owners 
about  how  the  students  would  like  to  be 
treated  in  stores,  and  what  they  must  do 
to  be  treated  that  way.  Projects  must  be 
started  for  neighborhood  improvement 
and  education,  where  students  and  shop¬ 
keepers  work  together  for  the  common 
good.  Stores  participating  with  the  school 
should  be  supported  by  the  school,  and  the 
school  must  be  supported  by  the  community. 

As  for  the  shoplifting,  students  should 
be  made  accountable  for  their  actions  and 
encouraged  to  make  amends,  possibly  by 
performing  a  service  for  the  store,  writ¬ 
ing  an  apology,  or  making  it  clear  to  other 
students  that  stealing  is  not  a  “cool”  thing 
to  do.  This  will  serve  as  a  much  greater 
deterrent  to  shoplifting  than  any  police 
action  or  denial  of  access  could  ever  be. 

Finally,  I’d  like  to  express  my  pro¬ 
found  warm  wishes  to  those  Noe  Valley 
businesses  that  undertook  their  responsi¬ 
bility  to  help  make  the  world  a  better 
place  for  our  students  by  teaching  them 
work  and  life  skills  through  the  Students 
in  Stores  program.  I  list  only  those  that 
are  still  in  the  Noe  Valley  area  that  have 
helped  over  the  years:  A&A  Market,  Ac¬ 
cent  on  Flowers,  Allure,  the  Animal 
Company,  the  Ark,  Astrid’s  Rabat,  Bank 
of  America,  B.J.  Droubi  Real  Estate,  Chi¬ 
nese  Medicine  Works,  Classy  Sweats, 
Coast  Federal  Bank,  Colorcrane,  Com¬ 
mon  Scents,  Cotton  Basics,  Cybelle’s 
Pizza,  Diamond  Corner  Cafe,  Dr. 
Jiminez-Cox  DDS,  Dr.  Jones  Optometry, 
Dr.  Kinney  DDS,  Dr.  Savio  DDS,  Eye-Q 
Optometry,  French  Tulip,  Gallery  of  Jew¬ 
els,  Gladrags,  Global  Exchange,  Guys 
and  Dolls,  Hahn’s  Hibachi,  Hot  Headz, 
Indigo  V,  Java  ’n’  More,  Joshua  Simon, 
Just  for  Fun,  Little  Bean  Sprouts,  Martha 
&  Brothers,  Millie’s  Coffee,  Natural  Re¬ 
sources,  Noe  Valley  Bakery,  Noe  Valley 
Computer,  Noe  Valley  Cyclery,  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Music,  Noe  Valley  Nursery,  Panetti’s, 
Paper  Plus,  Peek-a-Boutique,  Phoenix, 
Posh  Bagel,  Rabat,  Real  Foods,  17  Rea¬ 
sons,  Small  Frys,  Spinelli’s,  Starbucks, 
Supercuts,  Terra  Mia,  Tom’s  Peasant 
Pies,  Thrifty  Jr.  (now  Rite  Aid),  Tien  Fu, 
Video  Wave,  Xela,  and  Zephyr  Realty. 

Thanks  again  to  all  of  these  stores,  and 
to  those  who  wanted  to  help  but  couldn’t, 
due  only  to  logistics. 

Joe  Rubin 
Math  and  Science  Teacher 
James  Lick  Middle  School 
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Grassroots 
Efforts  Pay  Off 
At  Local  Parks 

By  Suzanne  Herel 

Noe  Valley  residents  have  been  such 
busy  beavers  at  City  Hall  this  fall,  they  ’ ve 
garnered  a  bundle  of  improvements  at 
three  Noe  Valley  parks.  So  far  their  suc¬ 
cesses  include  new  benches,  a  portable 
toilet,  and  tree  plantings  at  Noe  Courts 
and  Douglass  Park,  as  well  as  a  promise 
from  the  city  for  increased  maintenance 
at  Upper  Noe  Recreation  Center  (also 
known  as  Day  Street  Park). 

“There  are  so  many  people  vying  for 
money,  and  if  you’re  not  organized  and 
you’re  not  vociferous,  you’re  not  going 
to  get  any  Open  Space  funds,”  said  Steve 
Bell,  recreation  director  for  the  children’s 
playground  at  Douglass,  the  two-level 
park  along  Douglass  above  26th  Street. 

“They’ve  been  on  the  horn,”  he  said, 
speaking  appreciatively  of  the  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Neighborhood  Parks  Improvement 
Association,  a  newly  formed  group  of 
residents  who’ve  adopted  both  Douglass 
and  Noe  Courts.  He  credits  them  with 
spurring  the  city  into  action  on  problems 
that  have  plagued  the  local  parks  for  years. 

The  association  convinced  the  city  to 
haul  away  old  logs  and  tree  cuttings  at 
Douglass  in  preparation  for  “Clean 
Sweep  Day”  on  Nov.  7.  Then  that  Satur¬ 
day,  about  20  people  from  the  group  gath¬ 
ered  to  clean  up  the  grounds  and  sift 
through  sand  in  the  play  area  for  glass  and 
other  debris.  Thanks  to  the  association, 
four  trees  have  also  been  planted,  and 
new  flowers  accent  the  clubhouse. 

What’s  more,  a  new,  three-tiered  water 
fountain — complete  with  a  doggy  drink- 
^  ing  bowl — is  in  the  works  for  Douglass, 

y  as  well  as  for  Noe  Courts,  the  smaller 
park  off  24th  Street. 

Perhaps  the  most  notable  improvement 
at  Douglass,  Bell  said,  has  been  the  ex¬ 
cavation  of  the  play  area  to  dig  up  pro¬ 
truding  rocks,  some  of  which  had  posed 
a  danger  to  children.  Again,  the  associa¬ 
tion  was  instrumental.  “I’ve  spent  four 
years  trying  to  get  that  done,”  said  Bell. 
Next  on  the  agenda,  he  said,  will  be  clean¬ 
ing  out  the  park’s  drains  and  lobbying  for 
new  playground  equipment. 

Meanwhile,  a  few  blocks  away  at  Noe 
Courts,  the  mood  is  also  chipper 
Dorthe  Deubler,  co-chair  of  the  parks 
association  (founded  this  summer  and 
called  “PIA”  for  short),  reports  that  the 
city  has  cancelled  its  plans  to  remove  a 
strip  of  older  trees  lining  the  tennis  courts. 
Instead  of  being  cut  down,  the  trees  will 
be  pruned  to  rid  them  of  pests,  she  said. 

According  to  Deubler,  whose  mailing 
list  now  numbers  more  than  100  people, 
that  victory  and  other  improvements  at 
the  park  have  been  the  result  of  persistent 
phone  calls.  “Rec  and  Park  has  been  in¬ 
credibly  supportive.  The  people  there  are 
really  dedicated.  They  just  don’t  have  the 
resources  or  manpower,”  she  explained. 

Thanks  to  PlA’s  nagging,  at  Noe 
Courts,  where  the  bathroom  building  has 
been  closed  for  more  than  20  years,  park 
visitors  now  can  take  advantage  of  a 
Porta-Potty,  installed  while  the  city  de¬ 
bates  whether  to  renovate  the  old  bath¬ 
room.  “They  think  that  with  painting  and 
carpentry  they  can  maybe  open  the  real 
bathroom  in  the  spring,”  said  Deubler. 

In  addition,  three  new  benches  have  re¬ 
placed  the  old  splintered  seats,  and  a  trash 
can  is  now  available  in  the  toddler  area  so 
parents  don’t  have  to  desert  their  kids  to 
throw  something  away. 

Another  thing  Deubler  is  excited  about 
is  a  new  $3,500  p>edestal  water  fountain, 
which  will  go  in  at  Noe  Courts  as  soon  as 
some  plumbing  details  get  ironed  out. 
“We  got  a  grant  for  half  the  money  from 


Friends  of  Rec  and  Park,  and  a  quarter 
from  the  Noe  Courts  Coalition — the  dog 
owners  group — and  then  the  East  &  West 
of  Castro  Club  voted  to  give  us  $400  in 
October.  We  hadn’t  even  asked  [East  & 
West]  for  the  money,  so  that  was  quite  a 
bonus,”  she  said. 

Meanwhile,  residents  from  another 
part  of  the  neighborhood  have  formed  the 
Upper  Noe  Recreation  Center  Task  Force, 
to  focus  on  fixing  up  the  block-long  park 
between  Day  and  30th  and  Church  and 
Sanchez  streets.  This  fall,  the  task  force 
extracted  a  promise  from  the  city  that 
much-needed  maintenance  at  the  rec  cen¬ 
ter,  such  as  painting  and  installing  lights, 
would  be  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  August,  the  group  had  sent  surveys 
to  1 ,500  residents  to  find  out  what  areas 
of  the  park  were  most  in  need  of  im¬ 
provement.  About  10  percent  responded, 
said  task  force  member  Aaron  Donsky. 
Most  pointed  to  bathroom  and  play¬ 
ground  repair  and  better  use  of  the  recre¬ 
ation  center  as  their  top  priorities. 

After  the  city’s  Open  Space  Commit¬ 
tee  ruled  that  such  projects  were  too  ex¬ 
tensive  and  would  have  to  wait  until  next 
year,  the  group  persisted  and  convinced 
the  city  to  perform  maintenance  on  the 
building  and  grounds. 

Donsky  was  pleased  with  the  result: 
“At  least  we  made  a  dent  in  that  we 
brought  it  to  their  attention.” 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Noe  Valley 
Neighborhood  Parks  Improvement  Asso¬ 
ciation  will  be  Dec.  14  at  6:45  p.m.  at  the 
Douglass  Playground  clubhouse.  After 
that,  meetings  have  been  tentatively 
scheduled  for  the  second  Monday  of  al¬ 
ternating  months.  For  more  information, 
contact  Dorthe  (pronounced  “Dorothy”) 
Deubler  at  824-4680. 

To  join  the  Upper  Noe  Task  Force,  call 
Aaron  Donsky  at  64 1  -0477,  or  e-mail  him 
at  donsky@highered-marketing.com.  □ 


Dirty  Carpets? 

WHAT  IS  THE  BEST  WAY  TO  CLEAN  YOLR 
carpet?  Are  you  confused  among 
steam,  chem-dry,  dry  powder,  shampoo, 
and  the  other  cleaning  methods?  How 
often  should  upholstery  be  cleaned? 
And  what  about  Oriental  rugs? 

"Each  type  of  fabric  and  fiber  has 
unique  characteristics,"  says  Alex 
Milgram,  owner  and  operator  of  A&G 
Rug,  Upholstery  and  Drapery  Clean¬ 
ing.  "We  employ  several  types  of  clean¬ 
ing  techniques  and  can  usually  give 
clients  an  estimate  over  the  telephone. 

"And  after  25  years  in  business,  we 
have  the  experience  to  tell  you  the 
chances  of  removing  that  nasty  stain 
before  we  start,"  he  adds. 

A&G  specializes  in  cleaning  and 
repair  of  all  types  of  area  rugs,  includ¬ 
ing  antiques,  and  can  reweave  or  re¬ 
fringe  your  favorite  pieces.  Free  pick-up 
and  delivery  are  always  includ^. 

If  that  carpet  becomes  uncleanable, 
A&G  can  help  you  obtain  new  carpet 
at  the  lowest  available  cost.  "We  order 
direct  from  the  mills,  and  don't  have  a 
store  overhead  to  pay,  so  we  can  pass 
on  the  savings  to  our  clients,"  says 
Milgram. 

In  draperies  and  upholstered  pieces, 
the  fabric  is  always  pretested  before 
cleaning.  "Unless  we  are  certain  of 
good  results,  we  will  not  take  on  any 
job.  A  100%  money-back  guarantee 
always  accompanies  our  work.  If 
you're  not  happy,  you  don't  pay." 

A&G  uses  only  safe  and  biodegrad¬ 
able  chemicals  and  offers  tree  estimates, 
pick-up  and  delivery,  and  Saturday 
appointnTents. 

Alex  Milgram 
A&G  Company 
1-800-RUGS-911 
255-0687 

Advertisement 


Owned  by  Peter  &  TJ 

formerly  of  Chole’s  Cafe 

Serving  the  food  you’ve  come  to  expect 

California  Eclectic  Cuisine 


Open  for  Breakfast,  Lunch  &  Dinner 

^easfonsf  (Greetings; 

to  3[l  ©ur  floe  Jfrienbg 


1826  Buchanan  Street 

(between  Sutter  &  Bush) 

(415)  292-9027 

Tuesday  -  Saturday  8-3  Breakfast  &  Lunch 
5  -  9:30  dinner 
Sunday  Brunch  8-3 


Special  Thanks  to  Steven,  Melania,  &  all  at  Chine’s 


DESIGNERS' 


NOE  VALLEY  -  SAN  FR A  N  C  '  $  C  0 


S/to/A/a/y  t  IcaA'f///  fo  ,  {// 


3899  24TH  STREET  (at  Sanchez)  -  SAN  FRANCISCO  CA  941)4 
Phone  (415)  648-1057  Fax  i4iS)  824-1843 


BENDIX  BRAKE  SERVICE..PAOS  &  SHOES 


INCLUDES: 

•FREE  BRAKE  INSPEtmON 
•FREE  SAFETY  CHECK 

•  Apply  special 
anti-squeak  treatment 
on  pads 

•  Repack  wheel  bearing 


with  high  temp  grease 

•  Adjust  parking  brake 

•  Refill  system  with  OOT 
3  brake  fluid 

>  Install  new  Bendix 
quality  pad  or  heavy 
duly  shoes 


■  Inspect  maslei  , 
cytmder.  wheel 
cyknder.  hoses  and' 
cafiper  " 

'  Brake  pertormance  ^ 


road  test 
'  Deglaze  dnrms  or  rotor 


Pads  A  Shoes  Nv 
GUARANTEED  FOR  UFEI 

FROM 

535)5* 


Turn  Drums  A  Rotors  A  Metallic  Pads  Extra 


<':r 


CLUTCH  SPECIAL 


Front  wt«Ml  Drt**  IncliidMl 

New  Factory  Parts  for  Importa  A  Domastlcs  (not  rabuSQ 

_ FREE  Lifetime  Service  Adpiatinents 

GUARANTEEb 

3  yr,  30,000  itiL  on  Parts  t  yr,  12,000  mL  on  LaAor 

Pressure  plate 
CMchdec 
Thran  out  bearng 
Pfolbearxig  t 
Deglaze  llywheer 
Lubcale  tians.'Txssicin  spine 


FRONT  OR  REAR 


Start  From 


*  Inapea  A  btxicale  cove- 

■  Ch«A  hyrtaiAc  systei^i 

•  Check  tart  axle  A  drive  shat 
■ActustInkagecxcaMe 

■  Check  transmssron  tud  level 
Road  lest 'Sairtv  check 


I - - - 2 


TIMING  BELT  eurokanV 


Hidden  behind  a  cover  you  Mn*t  see  your  timing  belt  If  you  have  60,000  miles 
w  rnore  on  your  original  timing  belt,  you’re  driving  on  borrowed  time.  If  your 
timing  belt  breaks,  it  may  cause  costiy  engine  damage.  s,art  From 

’Inspect  front  Oil  Seals  6,8cylinders 
•Wewillin^llanew  •  inspect  Fan  Betts  Power  Steenng 

timingbelt  •  Check  Igmbon  Tdiung  Air  Conditioning  _ _  _  _  _ 

j _  ‘Cars  Slight  Trucks  costextra  I  NV 


Start  From 

1129 


95’ 


3,000  MILE  SERVICE  NV 


$-1595 


SCHEDULED  MAINTENANCE  SERVICE 


15,000  45,000  75,000  105,000  NV 

$9995“ 


LUBE,  OIL  &  FILTER 

•  Drain  ai  A  Refill  Up  To  5  Ots  of 
Penzoil  Of  Kendall  (10-30  Wi) 

•  Install  New  Purolalof  at  Filer 
LUBE  CHASSIS 

•  Check  Fluids  as  Needed  •  Transmis¬ 
sion.  Cookno  System.  Anti-Freeze 

A  Windshield  Washer.  Battery  Water 
Brake  Fluids  •  Check  Air  Filter.  Belts  A 
Hoses  •  Rotate  Tees  Upon  Request 
•Safely  Check 


MBaanit^nxisv 


■  wnsiwmhh 


CnS 
toX  tacks 


FiMkii  vNwaA 
ewifraqund 
nalftalan.  Utads 

Instal  New  Bosch  Nwxjndenso  Spark  Piugs  •  InsM  New  At 
FAer  •  Instal  New  Fuel  fifcf  •  histal  PCV  Valwft  •  InsM  New 
Cianckcase  Filer*  •  liistal  New  (M  FAei .  Ch»x)e  W  Up  10  5 
Ots  ofPenzodorKendai’CtieckATopOHFUdsasNeed  ‘ 

ed  •  Transmission,  Trans  Axle,  Chdch  Hydraukc  Differ 
enhal.  Povwf  Steenng,  CooAng  System  Anthfreeze.  Battery. 
Brake  Fkids  •  Sel  Caibureior  Mfe  d  RequfBd  •  Ad)usi  Onve 
Berts  Tension  d  flequrtd  •  Arlusi  Steenng  Gew  Box  4 
Required  •  DnveTan  Bens  A  Hoses  •  Inspect  A 
Admst  Brakes*  •  Inspect  Steenng  A  Sus^BBT  •  Inspect 
Exhaust  System  •  Inspect  Under  Carrage  •  Check  A  Arlusi 
CMch  Fiee  Pliy*  •  Check  Chargmg  Syim  •  Check  Starting 
System  •  Ruuk  Tees  Upon  Request*  •  Check  Tee  Pressure  • 
Check  Ljghts  •  Ro-zd  Test 


PAST  QUALITY  SERVICE  AT  LOW,  LOW  PRICES! 

New  Sute  of  the  Art  Equipment  •  16  LIfte  for  Fm  Service  •  WeH  Beat  Any  Competilor-s  Wmien  Price! 


DISCOUNT 


BRAKE  A  CLUTCH 


'  Best  Brake  A  Clutch  in  Town  Since  1982” 


431-3700 

Z40  VALENCIA  ST.  (BelvvMn  Ittti  A  IMl  Nw  BART  A  MUM) 
Mon..frl  7:30lm.7:30poi  •  Sal  aain-7|mi 

gg'  alA  B-i  O; 


not  pay  otf  yea  wrters  or  aiao  fBchmoarts  commissions  Often,  eddlional  parts  or  labor  may  be  needed  lo  complete  repar  properly. 
Cost  may  be  suteyaal.  ^perform  fie  bigl^  (^laMy  servee  ^  #»  lOMresi  possMe  pnee  Must  present  each  coupon  when  service 
order  s  wrtien  NO  EXCEPTIONS*  These  coupons  may  noi  be  combmed  w<h  any  ol  our  dher  oilers 
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CHRISTMAS 


NOE  VALLEY 


HOLIDAY  CALENDAR 


Santa  &  Friends  Visit  - 12/12/98 
Carolers  &  Musicians  - 12/19/98 
Sidewalk  Sales  - 12/12/98  &  12/19/98 


FREE  PHOTOS 
WITH  SANTA 


Saturday,  December  12,  1998 
SANTA  VISITS  NOE  VALLEY!!! 

FREE  PHOTOS  &  GOODIES 
Bank  of  America  -  Noe  Valley  Branch 
10:00  AM.  -  2:00  p.m. 


Courtesy  of  the  Noe  Valley  Merchants  &  Professionals  Association 
wishing  you  and  your  family  a  Joyous  Holiday  Season, 


1 

5 

.1\ 

'  M  V 

w  ^ 

§ 
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Tinsel  TVees  Coffee  Ban 

Again  Go  Up  Nears  Passage 

On  24th  Street  By  Pat  Rose 


By  Suzanne  Herd 

Union  Street  it’s  not,  and  that’s  just  fine 
with  24th  Street  merchants,  who  after  de¬ 
bating  the  issue  for  years  now  are  trotting 
out  the  same  weary  red-and-green  tinsel 
Christmas  tree  decorations  to  “liven  up” 
the  strip. 

The  tattered,  20-year-old  decorations 
have  few  defenders.  (“Oh,  those  green 
things  sticking  out  from  holes”  is  how 
Cover  to  Cover  owner  Nicky  Salan  de¬ 
scribes  them.)  But  spending  the  money 
for  new  ones  isn’t  at  the  top  of  the  mer¬ 
chants’  list  either. 

The  Noe  Valley  Merchants  and  Pro¬ 
fessionals  Association  was  going  to  try  to 
replace  the  trees  this  year  with  banners  of 
a  universal  theme,  said  president  Bob 
Roddick,  but  the  money  wasn’t  available. 
The  estimate  for  hiring  an  artist,  creating 
the  banners,  and  hanging  them  up  ex¬ 
ceeded  $15,(K30. 

“We  [usually]  exhaust  our  budget  by 
the  end  of  the  year,”  Roddick  said,  adding 
that  the  group  was  denied  nonprofit  sta¬ 
tus  by  the  Internal  Revenue  Service.  That 
means  that  though  they  can  apply  for 
grants,  any  private  donations  are  not  tax- 
deductible. 

After  failing  to  receive  a  recommen¬ 
dation  for  a  banner  design  from  his  asso¬ 
ciation’s  decorations  committee,  Roddick 
asked  the  full  1 30-member  group  whether 
to  resurrect  the  tinsel  trees,  which  cost 
$  1 ,500  a  year  to  store  and  hang  on  utility 
poles.  The  upshot  of  the  survey;  “We  fig¬ 
ured  it  was  better  to  put  up  the  old  deco¬ 
rations  than  have  nothing.” 

Sheila  Ash  of  Noe’s  Nest,  who  served 
on  the  committee,  said  one  of  the  ideas  her 
group  came  up  with  was  to  ask  the  local 
public  school  students  to  make  new  dec¬ 
orations.  But  time  slipped  away,  and  the 
plan  lost  momentum.  The  committee  did 
suggest,  however,  that  24th  Street  shop¬ 
keepers  line  their  windows  with  white 
lights  to  create  a  uniform  sparkly  glow. 

Some  merchants  would  just  as  soon 
stick  to  small-scale  decorations  anyway. 

“We  have  a  funny  attitude  in  Noe  Val¬ 
ley,”  said  Glen  Potter,  owner  of  Accent  on 
Flowers.  “We  don’t  care  whether  decora¬ 
tions  attract  people  or  not.  We  don’t  want 
the  Union  Street  crowd  —  there’s  not 
enough  parking  here.” 

Potter  said  he’d  rather  concentrate  on 
decorating  his  own  storefront  window, 
where  white  lights  now  frame  a  giant 
white  Christmas  ball,  cut  open  to  reveal 
a  wintry  village. 

Still,  most  store  owners  and  customers 
agree  that  the  tinsel  trees  are  pretty 
shabby  and  that  the  neighborhood  de¬ 
serves  a  more  artistic  replacement.  “We’ll 
start  the  whole  process  again  in  January,” 
says  Roddick.  And  who  knows  what 
Santa  might  bring  next  Christmas. 

In  fact,  you  can  ask  Santa  yourself — 
he’ll  be  at  the  Bank  of  America  from  noon 
until  4  j).m.  on  Dec.  12.  The  Merchants 
Association  is  offering  free  pictures  with 
the  bearded  benevolent,  along  with  re¬ 
freshments.  Carolers  are  scheduled  to 
stroll  the  strip  on  Dec.  12  and  19.  □ 


A  ban  on  new  takeouts  and  coffee 
stores  on  24th  Street  is  heading  for  final 
approval  by  the  San  Francisco  Board  of 
Supervisors.  Last  month  the  board’s 
Housing  and  Neighborhood  Services 
Committee  voted  in  favor  of  the  ordi¬ 
nance,  passing  it  on  to  the  full  board. 

“I’m  glad  it  was  passed,  and  I  hope  the 
full  board  will  go  along  with  it,  because 
we’ve  reached  the  saturation  point  of 
restaurants  in  Noe  Valley.  We  now  have 
over  30  prepared  food  outlets  along  our 
stretch  of  24th  Street,”  said  Paul  Kantus, 
of  the  East  &  West  of  Castro  Street  Im¬ 
provement  Club.  He  and  other  neighbor¬ 
hood  residents  have  been  worried  that  too 
many  cafes  and  fast-food  outlets  will  de¬ 
stroy  the  unique  flavor  of  the  strip. 

The  new  law — the  Specialty  Grocery 
and  Retail  Coffee  Stores  Ordinance — is 
the  product  of  a  year  of  heated  discus¬ 
sions  among  merchants  and  residents. 

“I  call  it  the  moratorium  compromise,” 
said  Dave  Monks,  a  member  of  Friends 
of  Noe  Valley.  “It  now  just  affects  store¬ 
fronts  on  24th  Street  between  Chatta¬ 
nooga  and  Douglass.  You  could  still  have 
a  coffeehouse  on  Castro,  for  instance.” 

Bob  Roddick,  president  of  the  Noe 
Valley  Merchants  Association,  also 
thinks  the  ordinance  is  something  most 
people  can  live  with.  “Essentially,  the 
prohibition  is  now  really  restricted  to  cof¬ 
fee  stores,  juice  bars,  and  takeouts.  We’ve 
protected  the  grocery  stores  so  they  can 
have  deli  service  [as  long  as  there  is  no 
seating).  And  any  specialty  grocery  store 
can  open  up — whether  it’s  a  produce  mar¬ 
ket,  an  ethnic  grocery  store,  a  butcher 
shop,  or  a  cheese  shop.  They  just  can’t 
have  table  and  chair  service,  or  takeout.” 

Roddick  said  his  group  also  won  an 
agreement  from  City  Planning  that  bench 
seating  outside  a  store  would  not  be 
counted  as  part  of  its  seating  capacity. 

He  added  that  the  latest  version  of  the 
coffee  ban  seemed  to  satisfy  even  those 
“laissez-faire”  merchants.  “When  neigh¬ 
borhood  organizations  start  working  to¬ 
gether,  we  can  come  to  an  understanding 
that  servfes  the  entire  community.”  Q 


PROTECT  YOUR  HOME 
FROM  WATER  DAMAGE 


FOR  A  COMPLETE  INSPECTION  OF 
ROOF,  GUTTERS,  WALLS  &  WINDOWS 
CALL:  ROBERT  GILL  CO. 

(415) 558-0658 

••THE  WEATHERPROOFIHG  SPECIALISTS 
SISCE  1974" 

General  Building  Contractors  CA  Lie#  302079 


located  in  Noe  Valley 

5  821  3760 


LICENSE  725050 


PEST  CONTROL  UCENSE  21606 


Design  P  Installation 
Maintenance  e  Renovation 


Fixtures  and  Furniture 


tri  REPLY 


4288  24th  St.  at  Douglass,  San  Francisco  •  (415)  821-7682 
open  7  days  a  week  4- 
Home  cooking  with  no  ethnic  boundaries 


Ready 


to 


meet 


your 


real 


needs! 


estate 


It  takes  more  than  a  sign  to  sell  your  home. 

I  offer  you  the  knowledge  and  experience  needed  in  today's 
active  market  —  plus  local,  nationwide,  and  international 
marketing.  Call  me  today  to  learn  more. 

#1  Sales  Agent,  1997, 

SF  Lakeside  Office 
International  President's  Elite 

^elty  ^isch,  CRS  -  LPG 

Certihed  Residential  Specialist 
Real  Estate  Broker  Associate 

11-year  Noe  Valley  Resident 

2633  Ocean  Avenue  •  San  Francisco,  CA 

(415)  338-0121 

betty@taisch.com 


coLoujeu. 

BANKER  □ 


Expect  the  best. 


16  The  Noe  Velley  Voice  •  December  1998/January  1999 


Come  and  enjoy  our  holiday  decorations 


Holiday  Wines  and  Champagnes 

Holiday  Flowers  and  Bouquets 

The  Freshest  Organic  and 
Conventional  Produce 

Breads,  Coffee  and  Desserts 


Happy  Holidays  from  Tom,  Mike 
and  the  MikeyTom  Market  staff 

1747  Church  Street  (at  Day)  826-5757  •  Open  7:00  am-9:00  pm  Mon.-Sat.  8:00  am-8:00  pm  Sunday 


^  ' 

'■  >  ',5, 


Gather. . . 
Enjoy. . . 
Decorate. . . 
Delight  in. . . 
Beautify. . . 
Indulge. . . 
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POLICE 

BEAT 


Man  Leaving  ATM 
Robbed  at  Gunpoint 

By  Officer  Lois  Perillo 

The  only  October  robbery  on  my  Noe 
Valley  beat  —  at  least  the  only  one  re¬ 
ported  to  police  —  was  a  serious  one.  It 
was  an  armed  robbery  of  a  42-year-old 
man  who  had  just  withdrawn  money  from 
an  ATM  on  24th  Street. 

The  incident  occurred  at  12:50  a.m.  on 
Oct.  12,  as  the  man  was  leaving  the  Home 
Savings  ATM  at  the  comer  of  24th  and 
Noe  streets.  He  rode  his  bicycle  east  on 
the  sidewalk,  then  noticed  a  silver  Toyota 
stopped  in  the  street. 

A  man  appearing  to  be  about  40  years 
old  stepped  out  of  the  car,  pointed  a  gun 
at  the  cyclist,  and  demanded  money.  The 
cyclist  complied  by  handing  over  his  wal¬ 
let.  The  robber  took  the  wallet,  then 
frisked  the  cyclist  before  fleeing  east  on 
24th  Street  in  the  car.  The  cyclist  briefly 
followed  and  got  the  license  plate  num¬ 
ber  of  the  getaway  car. 

As  of  mid-November,  the  suspect  was 
still  at  large. 

Check  Your  Locks  and  Doors 

Nine  burglaries  were  reported  during 
October.  Four  houses  were  broken  into  on 
four  separate  days  (Monday,  Tuesday, 
Thursday,  and  Friday).  There  were  two 
burglaries  to  apartments  and  two  to  stores. 
In  the  shop  burglaries,  the  doors  were 
forced  open,  reminiscent  of  a  string  of 
commercial  burglaries  in  which  the  sus¬ 
pect  was  captured  several  months  ago. 

Watch  Out  for  Identity  Theft 

A  34-year-old  man  and  resident  of  Fair 
Oaks  Street  came  to  Mission  Station  to  re¬ 
port  that  a  suspect  somehow  obtained  his 
date  of  birth,  social  security  number,  and 
bank  account  numbers,  which  were  then 
used  to  fraudulently  open  two  credit  card 
accounts  and  a  cellular  phone  service. 


The  suspect  also  created  computer-gen¬ 
erated  checks  using  the  reportee’s  actual 
bank  account  numbers,  and  cashed  two  of 
the  checks. 

Here  are  some  ways  for  you  to  avoid  a 
similar  misfortune: 

cr  Keep  track  of  all  your  identifying 
numbers. 

cr  Do  not  provide  any  account  or  i.d. 
information  over  the  phone  unless  you 
have  initiated  the  call  to  a  known  party. 

tj-  If  asked  for  your  social  security 
number  to  be  used  as  an  i.d.  number  (a 
frequent  practice  of  HMOs),  request  to 
use  another  number. 

cr  Tear  up  those  credit  applications 
sent  to  you  via  direct  mail  marketing.  DO 
NOT,  repeat,  DO  NOT  recycle  those  ap¬ 
plications  intact.  The  same  goes  for  old 
or  canceled  checks  and  account  state¬ 
ments,  including  stock  and  mutual  fund 
statements,  which  frequently  display 
your  social  security  number. 

cr  To  catch  any  fraud  early,  periodi¬ 
cally  request  credit  reports  from  the  three 
major  reporting  companies. 

Party  Hardy,  But  Know  Your  Friends 

After  the  bars  closed  on  Oct.  17,  a  22- 
year-old  woman  invited  10  people  to  her 
parents’  home  on  Clipper  Street  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  party.  However,  when  she  awoke 
at  1 1  a.m.,  she  found  that  money  had  been 
stolen  from  her  dresser,  and  her  father’s 
car  had  been  stolen  from  the  garage. 

Happily,  the  car  was  returned  to  her  at 
4  p.m.  that  day.  No  word  on  the  money. 

Egged,  But  Why? 

On  Oct.  17  at  3:10  a.m.,  a  43-year-old 
man  was  targeted  by  a  group  of  25-year- 
old  men,  one  of  whom  threw  an  egg  at 
him  while  he  walked  up  the  steps  to  his 
girlfriend’s  house  on  the  3900  block  of 
22nd  Street.  The  man  first  heard  two  of 
the  suspects  yell  something  indiscernible 
at  him.  Although  the  egg  missed  its  tar¬ 
get,  the  man  tripped  and  injured  his  hand 
while  trying  to  avoid  being  hit. 

If  the  egg-throwers  have  a  political  mo¬ 
tive,  the  police  would  like  to  hear  it. 

Three  Follow-Ups 

The  45-year-old  woman  accused  of  as¬ 
saulting  Officer  Barbara  Pinelli  near 
Happy  Donuts  on  Aug.  1 1  continues  to 
make  her  court  appearances  and  is  sched¬ 
uled  for  jury  trial  on  Jan.  15,  1999. 


FIRST  CLASS  FREE 

(new  students  only) 


jazzercise 


Edison  School 
22nd  &  Dolores  Street 

M  6  pm,  Tu/Th  5:30  &  6:45  pm,  W  6:30  pm.  Sat  9  &  10:15  am 

For  more  info  call  415  661-6364  or  1-800-FIT  IS  IT 


On  Oct.  29,  the  19-year-old  man  ar¬ 
rested  in  April  for  numerous  auto  boosts 
in  Noe  Valley  had  his  charges  dismissed 
upon  his  successful  completion  of  a  pre¬ 
trial  diversion  program. 

The  20-year-old  man  who  robbed  a  30- 
year-old  woman  in  February  at  3865  24th 
St.  pled  guilty  to  second-degree  robbery 
and  was  due  to  be  sentenced  in  late  No¬ 
vember. 

Nanook  of  the  North 

Many  of  you  asked  where  I  was  for  two 
weeks  during  October.  Okay,  I’ll  ’fess  up. 
For  one  week,  I  attended  my  ninth  annual 
International  Association  of  Women  Po¬ 
lice  training  conference  in  Anchorage, 
Alaska.  The  next  week,  I  followed  my 
wanderlust  and  traveled  throughout  the 
north,  including  a  trip  to  British  Colum¬ 
bia  and  sharing  some  post-conference 
time  with  my  Royal  Canadian  Mounted 
Police  buddies  Deb,  Jan,  and  Kim;  my 
British  constabulary  cousins  Liz  and  Sue; 
and  my  ever-patient  friend  who  investi¬ 
gates  Russian  organized  crime  in  the  east¬ 
ern  states,  Marilyn. 

Happy  Holidays 

As  the  days  grow  short  and  we  prepare 
for  the  winter  solstice.  1  ’d  like  to  send  my 
heartfelt  thanks  for  all  your  efforts  to  sup¬ 
port  one  another  within  our  community. 

Be  safe.  I’ll  see  you  on  patrol.  □ 


San  Francisco  Police  Officer  Lois  Perillo 
patrols  the  northern  half  of  Noe  Valley — 
from  Valencia  to  Grand  View  and  2 1st  to 
Cesar  Chavez  Street — often  by  bicycle.  If 
you  would  like  to  discuss  a  neighborhood 
problem,  call  her  at  558-5404,  the  com¬ 
munity  policing  line  at  Mission  Station. 


Practical  strategies  to  simplify  your  life 
Homes  and  home  businesses 

Organizing  $olutions~~| 

Conquer your  paper 
problems  for  good 

- >  End  paper  clutter 

- >  Simplify  paperwork 

- >  File  with  ease 

Allison  Van  Norman 


Phone  &  Fax  415.864.6558  ' 


avn@ncal.verio.com 


SchweD 

■CONSTRUCTION* 


Historic  Restoration 
Custom  Remodeling 

(415)  285-2160 

Alex  Schwed 
General  Contractor 
State  Lie.  No  579875 


Member. 


f  % 
BBB> 


BANKIBRa 


the 

qualities  you  should 
look  for  in  a  Real  Estate  Company? 


A  company  with  a  nationwide  reputation 

Top  notch  marketing  including  Internet  advertising 
for  24-hour  exposure  of  your  home 

100%  management  support  for  its  agents 

A  dynamic  office  with  agents  representative  of 
San  Francisco's  diverse  communities 


If  you  want  to  buy  or  sell  a  home, 
or  to  join  the  outstanding  team  at 
Coldwell  Banker,  call  me  today.  ^ 

Qiaen  Tilling 

Certified  Residential  Broker 
Branch  Manager 

2633  Ocean  Avenue  •  San  Francisco,  CA 

(415)  334-1880 

www.coldwellbanker.com 
sflakeside  @coldwel  lbanker.com 
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Miracles  on  24th  Street. 


They  happen  every  day,  right  here  in  our 
Noe  Valley  office.  Real  people  making 
real  estate  dreams  come  true. 

All  of  us  at  Zephyr  Real  Estate  want 
to  thank  our  clients,  our  friends  and  our 
neighbors  for  allowing  us  to  serve  you 
and  our  wonderful  community. 
Together,  we  made  magic. 

We  wish  you  a  happy  holiday  season 
and  look  forward  to  working  with  you 
in  the  new  year.  Miracles  never  cease! 


Santa  and  Rudolf  the  Reindeer  will  be  stopping 
by  the  office  with  candy  canes  for  the  kids 
Saturday,  December  12th  from  II  am -2  pm. 

And  don’t  forget  our  Annual  Toy  Barrel. 
Please  bring  unwrapped  toys  for  the 
Child  Abuse  Council,  and  Toys  for  Tots, 
Thanksgiving  to  Christmas. 


ZEPHYR  REAL  ESTATE 

4040  24th  Street  •  Noe  Valley,  San  Francisco 
415-695-7707  •  www.zephyr-re.com 
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Noe  Valley's  Favorite  Japanese  Restaurant  ►  Since  1975 
OLDEST  SUSHI  BAR  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO 


Matsuya 


Serving  Sushi,  Teriyaki,  Donburi  Casserole,  Japanese  Beer  &  Wine 


CHkI’S  CMOK  i;  ()l  SUSHI 


Open  4-11  Monday-Saturday 

3856  24th  Street  (between  Sanchez  and  Vicksburg)  282-7989  ® 


WEB  PAGES 
PUBLICITY 


Handshake 

415-643-2800 

mail@hand-shake.com 


THE  CUniNG  EDGE 

A  Full  Service  Salon 

is  opening  November  1st 
at  1000  Cortiand  Avenue 

Eileen  Clayton  &  Cinoy  Pm,  Owners 

We  will  be  offering: 

X  Complete  Hairstyling 
X  Creative  Coloring 
X  Perms 

X  Natural  Manicures 
X  Spa  Pedicures 
X  Facials 
X  Waxing 
X  Skin  Care 

X  Extensive  Hair,  Skin  &  Nail  Product  Lines 

Call  970-EDGE 


ier  is  Alive  amnJ 

.  .Magic  al 

1  ArouniJ 

[  ^ 

iii 


n  VL^are 


for  tlie  90  s 


.%nd  crafted  facials 

using  botanical  ingredients 

Z)eep  pore  cleansing  facials 

^ycolic  and  acne  treatments 

^27ake-ups,  waxing,  and  tints 

^  full  line  of  facial  and 
body  care  products 

Celcx-C'“  distributor 

9ift  certificates  available 


^es/Jie/fc/an. 

Stutn/vtn  ytors  eiptntne* 


415  285  4868 


QT.CLAIR’S 

LIQUOR  &  FINE  WINE 

Wide  array  of  micro-brewed  beers 
^  Big  selection  of  wines 

Large  colleciion  of  spirifs,  including 
single  malf  scotch  &■  premium  tequila 

OUR  PRICES  ARE  THE  LOWEST  IN  NOE  VALLEY 

3900  24th  9t.  @  Qanchez  •  282-4900 


See  GiantVision  on  our  Large  8x10  Screen 

The  Only  Pub  on  Dolores  Street 

O 'Greenberg'S 
Pub  ^ 


VISIT  OUR 
TWO 
DART 
ROOMS 


1600  Dolores  St.  (at  the  corner  of  29th  and  Dolores)  550-9192 


Noe  Valley’s  j 


Lender 


N  ATAS  H  A  LoVAS 

■PACIFIC  fiUABANTEE  MnRTRIRF 

nlovas@aol.coffl 
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AKRAS  REAL  ESTATE 


HAS  RELOCATED  ITS  OFHCES  TO 
THE  NOE  VALLEY  NEIGHBORHOOD 

Offices  are  now  located  at  1193  Church  Street  at  24th 

Telephone  282-8400 


Agents  include  Philip  Chan,  Beatrice  Jackson- 
Henry,  Thomas  O’Connell,  Judith  Larios,  Sue 
VanShaack,  Carla  Curtis,  Alyce  Cardinal, 

Sharon  Molinari-Kiesel,  Yvonne  Butler,*  Sally 
O’Neill,  Adela  Penner,  Liz  Molony,  Nick 
Kontonis,  and  Raul  &  Nelly  Soncuya. 

\ 

All  Your  Real  Estate  Needs 


1193  Church  Street  •  San  Francisco  •  Telephone  282-8400 


Danu  Kair  Design 


We  listen  and  hear. 

We  care  about  you  and  about  the  World. 


Enhance  your  true  beauty  with  Aveda's  exceptional  services  and 
products  for  hair,  skin  and  body.  Experience  the  benefits  of  pure 
flower  and  plant  essences,  in  innovative  Aveda  Stress-Relieving 
Treatments,  Facials,  and  more. 


Hair  Care  •  Skin  Care  •  Makeup  •  Body  Care 


1478  A  Church  Street  •  Between  Caesar  Chavez  and  27th  Sts. 

415-643>4405 

Help  Us  Help  Others:  For  the  months  of  Oct.,  Nov.,  and  Dec.  we  will  donate 
2%  of  our  total  service  sales  to  The  Homeless  Children’s  Network 
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Tom  Baker — 
An  Equal 
Opportunity 
Spiritual 
Guide 

By  Kathy  Dalle-Molle 

rbm  Baker’s  friends  call  him  the  pa¬ 
gan  periodontist. 

That’s  because  from  9  to  5,  the  Jersey 
Street  resident  is  an  accomplished  gum 
surgeon,  but  on  weekends  and  evenings 
he  turns  into  a  Buddhist-Jungian-New 
Age  shaman. 

Baker,  52,  trades  his  white  dental  coat 
for  a  bright  ornamental  vest  and  dons  a 
cap,  beads,  and  shawl  to  act  as  a  celebrant 
at  all  sorts  of  ceremonies — from  baptisms 
and  weddings  to  funerals,  birthdays,  and 
coming-of-age  events. 

In  1992,  Baker  and  two  close  friends 
founded  the  nonprofit  Ceremonial  Way, 
“out  of  a  desire  for  a  better  understand¬ 
ing  and  direct  experience  of  spiritual  life. 

“We  feel  that  spirituality,  friendship, 
and  community  are  very  closely  bound 
together,’’  he  says.  “Our  hazy  vision  is  [to 
form]  small  ceremonial  community  groups 
that  have  friendship  as  a  common  thread. 
I  really  believe  that  we  get  a  lot  of  what 
we  need  as  living  beings  from  some  sort 
of  spiritual  connection.” 

Baker’s  ceremonies  often  include  po¬ 
etry  readings  and  storytelling.  “People 
share  stories  of  how  they  know  the  per¬ 
son  who  is  having  the  50th  birthday  or  has 
just  graduated  from  art  school.  We  create 
a  sacred  space,  which  is  much  different 
than  just  having  a  party.  We  really  touch 
deep  feelings  —  of  love,  warmth,  happi¬ 
ness,  and  sometimes  sadness.  But  it’s 
about  much  more  than  words.  The  whole 
experience  just  fills  the  air.” 

“It’s  almost  a  way  of  life,”  says  Jean- 
Margaret  Strauss,  who  has  attended  many 
Ceremonial  Way  celebrations.  “It’s  not 
just  a  holiday  event.  Tom’s  been  a  spiri¬ 
tual  guide  for  a  lot  of  people.” 

The  Victorian  home  that  Baker  shares 
with  his  wife,  Carol,  and  two  sons, 
Christopher,  17,  and  Zachary,  15,  projects 
a  life  that  commingles  typical  family  ac¬ 
tivities  and  a  strong  spiritual  influence. 
The  back  yard  is  filled  with  greenery  and 
flowers,  some  planted  in  an  old  rowboat. 
Hanging  above  the  yard  are  yellow,  rust, 
and  white  Tibetan  prayer  flags,  made  of  a 
delicate  gauze-like  material.  There  are  also 
several  Buddha  statues,  as  well  as  a  con¬ 
crete  altar  (next  to  the  basketball  hoop)  that 
Baker  constructed  “as  the  outer  represen¬ 
tation  of  the  inner  truth  and  spiritual  life.” 

The  Bakers’  sitting  room  is  filled  with 
family  photos  and  Tibetan  and  Buddhist 
artifacts — many  given  to  them  by  friends, 
neighbors,  and  relatives.  There  are  bam¬ 
boo  altars  and  a  decorative  green,  yellow, 
and  red  Tibetan  banner  hanging  above  the 
doorway  —  a  gift  from  a  lesbian  couple 
for  whom  Baker  performed  a  commit¬ 
ment  ceremony. 

In  the  den,  Sunday  newspaper  sections 
are  flung  about  the  sofa.  Two  pets  —  an 
Australian  shepherd  and  a  cat  with  in¬ 
credibly  soft  fur — loll  on  the  hardwood 
floors. 

Upstairs  is  Baker’s  attic  sanctuary,  a 
small  room  used  for  meditation  and  in¬ 
formal  prayer  gatherings.  Indian  rugs, 
throw  pillows,  and  ceremonial  artifacts, 
including  a  golden  prayer  bowl  from  Ti¬ 
bet,  give  the  room  a  mystical  aura.  When 
the  bowl  is  tapped,  a  low  ringing  noise 
emanates,  which  Baker  says  provides  “a 
calming  influence.” 

Baker  and  the  hundred  or  so  others 
who  regularly  participate  in  Ceremonial 


Way  are  part  of  a  national  trend,  particu¬ 
larly  among  baby  boomers,  toward  blend¬ 
ing  rituals  and  beliefs  from  different 
faiths.  A  recent  story  in  the  Utne  Reader 
referred  to  this  trend  as  “pastiche  spiritu¬ 
ality,”  or  “religion  4  la  carte.” 

“My  personal  spiritual  awareness  has 
been  greatly  enhanced  by  a  blend  of  the 
modem  with  the  very  ancient  introspec¬ 
tive  paths,”  says  Baker.  “The  modem  path 
for  me  is  Jungian  psychology.  The  ancient 
path  is  the  way  of  the  shaman.  In  these 
modem  times,  I  believe  it  is  for  each  of 
us  to  be  our  own  shamans'.” 

In  a  lighter  moment,  he  puts  this  ecu¬ 
menical  idea  more  succinctly;  “As  the 
bumper  sticker  says,  ‘God  is  too  big  to  fit 
into  one  religion.’” 

If  he  had  to  pick  a  formal  religion,  it 
would  be  Buddhism.  “But  in  Ceremonial 
Way  we  do  not  want  to  be  restricted  by 
previous  dogma.  We  want  to  be  free  to  ex¬ 
plore,  discover,  create,  and  invent  our  own.” 

Baker  grew  up  in  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
the  son  of  a  homemaker  and  a  telephone 
repair  supervisor.  His  parents  belonged  to 
the  Unity  Church,  a  Christian  church  that 
operates  a  24-hour  dial-a-prayer  service. 

Baker  was  active  in  the  church  as  a 
child  and  teenager,  but  drifted  away  when 
he  went  off  to  college  at  Kansas  State 
University.  “The  religion  never  quite 
made  sense  to  me,”  he  says.  Later,  he  at¬ 
tended  dental  school  at  the  University  of 
Missouri. 

In  the  mid-1970s.  Baker  came  west  to 
Los  Angeles,  to  complete  his  periodontal 
residency  at  UCLA  Medical  Center  and 
at  the  Wadsworth  V.A.  Hospital.  In  1979, 
he  and  Carol,  whom  he  was  dating  at  the 
time,  decided  to  give  the  Bay  Area  a  try. 
They  moved  to  San  Francisco,  and  he  set 
up  his  periodontal  practice  (now  located 
at  450  Sutter  St.  in  Union  Square). 

“I’ve  always  been  good  in  a  creative 
way  with  my  hands,”  Baker  says,  “and  as 
a  child  I  had  a  lot  of  dental  treatment,  so 
I  was  familiar  with  the  profession.  I  knew 
1  wanted  to  work  with  people  in  a  med¬ 
ical  way  and  use  my  hands.” 

To  broaden  his  horizons.  Baker  also 
started  studying  Jungian  psychology.  In 
the  mid-’70s,  he  met  and  began  working 
with  Don  Sandner,  a  well-respected  Jun¬ 
gian  analyst  who  died  in  1997. 

“I  came  to  Don  with  a  question:  What 
is  spirit  and  how  do  I  find  a  spiritual  life 
in  the  modem  world?  I  wanted  to  share 
this  information  with  other  people — like 
when  I  was  part  of  an  organized  religion. 
That  has  always  been  a  desire  of  mine.  In 
fact,  I  would  have  liked  to  be  a  minister 
but  never  found  a  church  I  could  support.” 

Through  his  studies  with  Sandner, 
Baker  learned  that  “we  don’t  have  to  dis¬ 
connect  from  life  or  from  the  responsi¬ 
bilities  of  our  lives  to  touch  the  world  of 
spirit.  In  fact,  one  of  the  messages  for  us 
today  is  to  stay  connected  to  our  families 
and  communities,  our  environment,  and 
the  earth  around  us.” 

Another  reason  Baker  began  exploring 
the  spiritual  path  was  so  that  his  children 
would  have  some  form  of  religious  exjje- 
rience.  At  the  time,  his  kids  were  attend¬ 
ing  San  Francisco  School  on  Gaven 
Street.  There  Baker  met  two  other  parents 
— Jim  Thurston,  a  tax  lawyer,  and  John 
Robinson,  an  ESL  instructor  and  fellow 
Noe  Valley  resident — who  also  were  in¬ 
terested  in  Jungian  psychology.  Together, 
they  started  performing  various  rituals. 

Says  Robinson,  “We  had  fun  acting  out 
rituals  in  celebration  of  the  solstice,  or  in 
doing  coming-of-age  ceremonies.  We 
dressed  up  in  costumes  that  evoked  long- 
lost  archetypal  deities  from  various  cul¬ 
tures.  We  chanted,  making  up  stories  and 
acting  them  out.  These  events,  anended 
by  the  parents  and  children  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  School,  were  very  wonderful.” 

Yet  it  wasn’t  enough  for  the  three  men. 
“It  was  a  liberal  school  environment  so  it 


Tom  Baker  and  a  small  group  of  friends  started  a  nonprofit  organization,  Ceremonial  Way, 
as  a  vehicle  for  finding  spirituality  outside  the  established  church.  Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 


was  fun  to  meet  people  there  and  talk 
about  issues,  but  it  still  wasn’t  enough  of 
a  container  for  us,”  says  Baker. 

Six  years  ago,  they  launched  what  they 
hoped  would  be  a  better  vehicle  for  their 
spiritual  yearnings.  Ceremonial  Way. 
Then  in  1995,  they  acquired  tax-exempt 
status  as  a  religious  nonprofit  corpora¬ 
tion.  “San  Francisco  is  the  perfect  birth¬ 
place  for  our  religious  organization,”  says 
Baker.  “Our  ceremonies  are  equal  oppor¬ 
tunity.  They  honor  all  races  and  national¬ 
ities,  all  religious  backgrounds  and  sex¬ 
ual  orientations.” 

Today,  many  of  Ceremonial  Way’s  events 
are  held  at  Baker’s  home.  It’s  not  unusual 
for  50  people  to  show  up — mostly  fam¬ 
ily,  friends,  and  Baker’s  dental  patients. 

“It’s  a  changing  group,”  he  says.  “There 
are  easily  at  least  a  hundred  people  in  the 
San  Francisco  community  who  are  active 


participants.  We  have  different  clusters 
There’s  a  strong  Noe  Valley  contin¬ 
gent,  as  well  as  a  Berkeley  group  that’s 
been  formed  with  the  help  of  Baker’s  sis¬ 
ter-in-law  Patty  and  brother-in-law  Page. 
Baker  performs  most  of  the  ceremonies, 
but  Robinson  and  Thurston  help  to  de¬ 
velop  rituals,  ceremonial  styles,  and  the 
philosophy  behind  Ceremonial  Way. 

A  few  of  Ceremonial  Way’s  partici¬ 
pants  are  practicing  Catholics,  Protes¬ 
tants,  or  Jews,  but  most  depend  on  Cere¬ 
monial  Way  for  their  spiritual  awareness. 

“What  1  really  value  is  the  connection 
to  the  community,”  says  Marcia  Ander¬ 
son,  who  sits  on  the  board  of  advisers  of 
Ceremonial  Way.  “We  witness  people’s 
lives  and  families  over  time.  When  my 
daughter  turned  21,  we  had  a  ceremony 
for  her.”  Anderson  often  travels  to  Nepal 

Continued  on  Next  Page 


More  Pots 
Than  Brains 


Help,  I  bought  too  many! 


Your  favorite  painted  flower  pots 
will  be  on  sale  throughout  December. 


25  %  Off 


...and  of  course  all  our  other 
swell  Holiday  stuff  is  here,  too! 


1352  Castro 


Indigo^. 


647-2116 
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GLEN  PARK 
Neighbors 


CALLS! 


Kershaw 


Real  Estate 
Broker  Associate 


BJ  Droubi  &  Co 


Creator  of  the  Glen 
Park  Service  Directory 


Glen  Park  horrreowner 
since  1967 


YOUR  CLEN  PARK  COirRECTION 

550-1302  EXT.  215 


GLEN 

PARK 

BOOKS 


a  community  bookstore 
2788  Diamond  (at  Chenery) 

San  Francisco  94131 

586-3733 

gpbooks@aol.com 

Special  Orders 
Welcome!! 

•  Customer  discount  plan 
•  10%  off  bestsellers 
•  10%  off  a  selected  category 
each  month 

OPEN  DAILY 

Monday  -  Saturday  10am  -  9pm 
Sundays  10  am  -  4  pm 


Marie  P.  Simard 
Proprietaire 

Fine  Coffees  •  Teas  •  Desserts 
Open  7  Days 
M-F  6:30am  -  7:30pm 
Sat.  7am  -  6:30pm 
Sun.  Sam  -  6pm 

415  337  9660 

2885  Diamond  Street  SF,  94131 
Near  Glen  Park  BART 


GLEN 

PARK 


HARDWARE 


OPEN  6  DAYS 

Plumbing  •  Electric  •  Glass 
Pipe  Threading  •  Keys 
Home  &  Garden  Supplies 
Treasure  Tone  Paints 


Mon  to  Sat.  till  5:30  pm 


585-5761 

685  CHENERY  AT  DIAMOND 


Tom  Baker  officiated  at  a  commitment  ceremony  for  Emil  Miland  and  Fred  Sonenberg,  which 
was  attended  by  dozens  of  family  and  friends,  including  pets.  Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 


Baker  Creates  a 
Salad  Bar  of 
Spirituality 

Continued  from  Previous  Page 

and  has  brought  back  a  prayer  wheel, 
drums,  and  masks  for  Baker  to  use  in  his 
ceremonies. 

For  Susan  Hilton,  a  patient  of  Baker’s, 
the  group  is  “a  way  to  socialize  with  Tom 
and  Carol  and  their  circle  of  friends.  It’s 
more  social  than  spiritual  for  me,”  she 
says.  “But  during  the  last  Day  of  the  Dead 
celebration,  I  got  a  lot  out  of  it.  It  was  very 
touching.  I’m  not  a  spiritual  person,  but 
through  attending  these  ceremonies  I 
have  become  more  in  touch  with  myself 
and  a  community,  and  that’s  a  very  spe¬ 
cial  feeling.” 

“You  walk  in  and  experieftce  what  you 
experience,”  adds  Baker.  “It’s  legitimate 
no  matter  what  happens,  no  matter  where 
your  mind  goes.  It’s  a  completely  indi¬ 
vidualistic  thing.  We  try  to  create  a  space 
where  people  can  participate  on  whatever 
level  they  want.  Sometimes  it  feels  like  we 
touch  into  a  great  space,  into  the  mystery.” 

The  1996  Day  of  the  Dead  ceremony 
was  an  especially  moving  one  for  Baker 
and  the  attendees.  They  met  at  Baker’s 
home  and  talked  about  the  transition  be¬ 
tween  life  and  death,  "^ey  built  an  altar 
and  displayed  candles  and  pictures  of  de¬ 
ceased  family  and  friends.  Baker  also  cre¬ 
ated  a  scroll  on  which  participants  wrote 
the  names  of  people  who  had  died  re¬ 
cently.  They  talked  about  their  loved 
ones,  remembering  funny  stories  as  well 
as  painful  memories. 

“Then  we  sat  down  and  opened  this 
communication  to  our  deceased  loved 
ones,”  recalls  Baker.  “We  wrote  down 
prayers  and  tied  them  onto  a  long  narrow 
string  and  proceeded  out  to  the  back  yard. 
I  had  the  fire  going  in  an  old  barbecue  pit, 
and  I  placed  some  old  Christmas  trees  on 
top  and  we  wrapped  the  prayers  around 
the  trees.  The  fire  went  about  15  feet  into 
the  air.  It  was  a  very  powerful  ceremony.” 

To  date.  Baker  has  performed  almost 
200  ceremonies,  including  a  wedding  in 
Telluride,  Colo.,  a  baptism  in  Albany, 
N.Y.,  and — this  past  May — a  10-year  an¬ 
niversary  and  commitment  ceremony  for 
Emil  Miland  and  Fred  Sonenberg,  who 
live  on  Fair  Oaks  Street. 

Baker  calls  himself  a  “celebrant”  rather 
than  a  minister,  but  he  explains  that  one 
of  the  reasons  he  formed  Ceremonial  Way 
as  a  religious  nonprofit  corporation  was 
to  ensure  that  the  weddings  he  performs 
are  legally  binding  contracts. 

“That’s  not  an  issue  for  many  other  cer¬ 
emonies,  includine  funerals  and  equinox 
and  Ir.  ^ays,  “bi;-.  f...  ■'•cd 

dings,  where  the  state  has  a  definite  legal 


interest  in  the  wedding  contract,  we 
wanted  to  have  something  behind  us  that 
is  supported  by  more  than  just  us.” 

Through  it  all,  he’s  continued  his  “day 
job”  as  a  periodontist.  With  such  a  de¬ 
manding  occupation,  how  has  he  managed? 

“It’s  been  very  difficult,”  says  Baker, 
“and  sometimes  I’m  not  sure  how  I’ve 
done  it.  One  time  I  was  organizing  three 
coming-of-age  ceremonies  at  once. 

“But  it’s  a  work  of  love,”  he  adds.  “It’s 
very  energizing.  When  I  get  involved  in 
a  ceremony,  1  never  know  what’s  going 
to  happen.  It  allows  me  to  step  away  from 
being  a  periodontist  and  step  into  some¬ 
thing  I  really  love  and  get  energy  from.” 

Although  Christmas  is  still  a  few 
weeks  away.  Baker  and  his  family  don’t 
plan  to  wait  until  Dec.  25  to  begin  cele¬ 
brating.  Instead,  they’ll  honor  the  winter 
solstice  by  gathering  with  groups  of 
friends  on  various  nights  through  Jan.  1. 


As  the  bumper  sticker 
says,  “God  is  too  big  to  fit 
into  one  religion.  ” 

— TOM  BAKER 


“I  think  Christmas  is  a  very  difficult 
time  for  families,”  says  Baker.  “Families 
are  trying  in  one  day  to  all  get  together, 
and  you  just  can’t  fit  everybody  in  on  the 
25th  of  December.  It  creates  frustration 
and  turmoil.  Plus,  we’ve  lost  connection 
with  why  we  are  even  celebrating.  I  think 
celebration  is  best  done  over  a  period  of 
time,  and  the  winter  solstice  can  be  cele¬ 
brated  from  winter  solstice  to  New  Year’s 
Day.  The  solstice  [Dec.  22]  is  the  depth 
of  mid-winter  darkness.  We’re  celebrat¬ 
ing  the  return  of  the  light  and  the  birth  of 
new  hope  and  new  beginnings  while  at  the 
same  time  being  surrounded  by  this  other 
side  of  life — darkness,  the  unknown. 

“If  we  slow  down  and  make  sure  we 
connect  with  the  people  who  are  our 
loved  ones,  that  is  enough.” 

In  the  new  year.  Baker  is  hoping  to  ex¬ 
pand  the  reach  of  Ceremonial  Way.  Last 
spring,  the  group  published  its  first 
newsletter.  A  web  site  is  also  being  de¬ 
veloped.  “Now  that  we’ve  gotten  this 
baby  bom,  we’re  starting  to  investigate 
ways  of  sharing  this  concept  of  creating 
a  sacred  space,”  Baker  says.  “Right  now, 
though,  we’re  growing  by  word  of  mouth, 
and  that’s  the  perfect  speed  for  us.”  □ 

If  you  are  interested  in  learning  more 
about  Ceremonial  Wav.  van  can  contact 

ceremonialway.org. 
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Ready  for  an  Acting  Class? 

“People  tell  me  all  the  time  that  they’d 
love  to  act,  but  they  just  feel  too  scared,” 
says  acting  teacher  Jessica  Sage.  “My  aim 
is  to  create  a  safe,  supportive  environ¬ 
ment  where  they  can  let  go  of  their  con¬ 
cerns  about  what  others  think.” 

That’s  just  what  she’ll  be  doing  this 
winter.  Starting  in  January,  Sage  will  be 
teaching  two  courses  —  Acting  for  Be¬ 
ginners  and  Improvisation  Games  —  at 
the  Noe  Valley  Ministry. 

“I  love  seeing  students  who  haven’t 
acted  since  high  school  step  into  their  cre¬ 
ative  power  as  the  course  progresses,”  she 
continues.  “It’s  a  real  thrill!” 

Sage  has  been  teaching  acting  for  five 
years.  She  has  15  years  of  professional 
acting  experience,  and  also  directs,  pro¬ 
duces,  and  writes  plays  and  musicals. 

Acting  for  Beginners  is  on  Thursdays 
from  Jan.  14  to  March  4,  from  6:30  to 
8:30  p.m.  Improvisation  Games  takes 
place  on  Saturdays  from  Jan.  16  through 
March  6,  from  11  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  Each 
eight- week  session  costs  $195  and  will  be 
held  at  the  Ministry  at  1021  Sanchez  St. 
near  23rd.  There  is  a  10  percent  discount 
if  you  take  both  classes  concurrently.  For 
more  info,  call  824-ACTl. 

Painter  Shows  Off  Landscapes 

You  may  have  seen  local  artist  Sherrod 
Blankner  at  the  comer  of  23rd  and  Noe 
streets — she’s  been  painting  a  landscape 
of  the  yellow  Victorian  there  for  the  past 
few  weeks.  Now  that  painting,  along  with 
a  number  of  other  landscapes  of  Mission 
District  and  Noe  Valley  locations,  will  be 
on  exhibit  in  December. 

Blankner  admits  it  can  be  a  bit  embar¬ 
rassing  plying  her  trade  in  broad  daylight 
—  especially  when  she’s  in  the  early 
stages  of  a  painting.  “But  the  Noe  Valley 
shoppers,  dog  walkers,  and  children  make 
very  pleasant  company,”  she  says.  “The 
most  enthusiastic  comments  come  from 
the  kids  who  pass  by  and  say,  'What  are 
you  doing!?  Are  you  an  artist?”’ 

Blankner’s  two-weekend  exhibit  and 
sale  will  be  held  in  her  home  at  3963A 
24th  St.  (above  17  Reasons  gift  shop). 
You  can  stop  by  any  time  from  10  a.m.  to 
6  p.m.  on  Dec.  5,  6,  12,  or  13.  For  more 
information,  give  her  a  call  at  824-8945, 
or  e-mail  mooncalf@sirius.com. 

‘Grandeur’  Fills  Ministry 

Choral  music  fans  will  be  excited  to 
hear  that  the  acclaimed  Sanford  Dole  En¬ 
semble  is  coming  to  our  neighborhood  as 
part  of  the  Noe  Valley  Chamber  Music  se¬ 
ries.  Eight  solo  singers  will  perform  a 
concert  entitled  “Intimate  Grandeur,”  fea¬ 
turing  Renaissance  and  20th-century 
masterworks  by  Heinrich  Schutz,  Arnold 
Schoenberg,  Charles  Ives,  and  others. 

This  performance  is  part  of  the  sixth 
season  of  Noe  Valley  Chamber  Music, 
which  was  recently  named  Best  Chamber 
Presenter  by  San  Francisco  Magazine. 
The  series  gives  audiences  a  chance  to 
hear  chamber  music  the  way  it  was  in¬ 
tended — in  a  small  venue — and  to  meet 
the  artists  informally. 

“Intimate  Grandeur”  will  be  held  at  the 
Noe  Valley  Ministry  at  1021  Sanchez  St. 
on  Sunday,  Dec.  6,  at  4  p.m.  Admission 
is  $10;  $5  for  students  and  seniors.  For 
more  information,  call  333-9444. 


Continued  on  Next  Page 


This  downtown  vista  from  Dolores  Park  and  other  landscapes  by  artist  Sherrod  Blankner  will  be  on  display  at  her  home  on  2'4th  Street  (above 
17  Reasons)  on  Dec.  5,  6.  12,  and  13. 
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YOUR  NEIGHBORHOOD  AUTO  &  TIRE  CENTER 

GET  READY  FOR  FALL  &  WINTER 

•  Winter  Tune-Up  &  Oil  Change 

•  Air  Conditioning  Cooiing  System  Service  &  Inspection 


GREAT  TIRE  PRICE 


IMPORTED  TIRES 

40,000  Mile  Treadwear  Warranty 
Treadwear  300  Traction  A  Temperature  B 

1 55SR1 2 . $36.99  1 75/70SR1 3 . $41 .99 

144SR13 . $37.99  185/70SR13 . $42.99 

165SR13 . $38.99  185/70SR14 . $44  99 

1 65SR1 5 . $40.99  1 95/70SR1 4 . $45.99 

205/70SR14 . $46.99 

Merit  DH60  and  DH65 
40,000  Mile  Treadwear  Warranty 
"ROAD  HAZARD"  Warranty 
Treadwear  300  Traction  A  Temperature  B 

1 85/60HR1 4 . $49.99  1 75/65HR1 4 . $46.99 

1 95/60HR1 4 . $50.99  1 85/65HR1 4 . $55.99 

195/60HR15 . $54.99  205/65HR15 . $57.99 

205/60HR1 5 . $56.99  21 5/65HR1 5 . $58.99 

DOMESTIC  CAR 

ules  Meaa  TR  80,000  Mile  Treadwear  Warranty 
'ROAD  HAZARD"  Warranty  Treadwear  1 3" 
420/14"  &  15”  460  Traction  A  Temperature  B 

P155/80R13 . $43.99  P185/70R14 .  $53  99 

P185/80R13 . $45.99 

P185/75R14 . $49.99 

P205/75R14 . $50.99 

P205/75R14 . $52  99 

P205/75R15 . $53.99 


Hercules  Me 


P195/70R14 . $54.99 

P205/70R14 . $55.99 

P215/70R14 . $57.99 


UGHT  TRUCK,  SPORT  UTILITY  VEHICLE  &  4x  4 
Dunlop  Radial  Rover  Pinetric 
Rated  #  1  By  Consumer  Report  Jan  '96 
Treadwear  300  Traction  A  Temperature  B 
All  Season  Rated 

P215/75R15 . $70.99 

P225/75R15 . $79.99 

P235/75R15 . $80.99 

(PRESENT  AD  AT  TIME  OF  WRITE  UP) 


641-9200 


ASE  Certified 
Master  Technicians 

Guaranteed 
Auto  Repair 


WE  OFFER 

AIR  CONDITION  SERVICE 

BRAKE  REPAIR 

CHECK  ENGINE  LIGHTS 

CLUTCH  REPAIR 

COMPUTER  ALIGNMENT 

COMPUTER  CONTROL 
SYSTEMS 

DRIVABILITY  PROBLEMS 
ELECTRIC  REPAIR 
ELECTRONIC  TUNE-UP 
FUEL  INJECTION  REPAIR 
OIL  CHANGE 

SCHEDULED  MAINTENANCE 

SMOG  INSPECTION 

STRUT  &  SHOCK 
REPLACEMENT 

TIRE  REPAIR 

WHEEL  BALANCING 


NOE  VALLEY  AUTO  WORKS,  INC. 

4050  24tfi  St.  (between  Noe  &  Castro),  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 
HOURS:  Monday  thru  Friday  7:30am  to  6;00pm,  Saturday  8:30  to  5;00pm 
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English  Tea  Room 

Holiday  Parties 
Your  Place  or  Ours! 

High  Tea  Served  All  Day 
Take  a  taste  of  England  home  with  you: 

SELLING  A  FULL  LINE  OF  ENGLISH  TEAS, 

SCONES,  AND  DEVONSHIRE  CREAM. 

1195  Church  Street  at  24th  St.  •  415-648-5895 

Tuesday  —  Friday  1 1:00  —  7:00 
Saturday  —  Sunday  10:30  -  7:00 

Psychic  Readings  every  Thursday,  6  -  9  pm 


The  City's  first  choice  for  sushi  and  Japanese  dining 


JIr  Haniano  Siuhi 

SUSHI  BAR  AND  JAPANESE  RESTAURANT 


Our  sushi  bar  offers  the  greatest  selection 
of  the  freshest  sushi  in  town 


Open  7  days  a  week 


1332  Castro  Street  (at  24th  Street) 
826-0825 


GLEN  PARK 
Neighbors 


(415)  333-WINE 
(415)  333-9463 

678  Chenery  Street,  at  Diamond 
Marie  P.  Simard 


•  • 


•  » 


•  ■ 


•  ■  • 


m  • 
■  « 


■  • 


•  • 


SHANTA 

CADPENTDY 
&  CONSTRUCTION 

Since  1974 
^  remodeling 
^  kitchens  7  baths 
^  elec.  /  plumbing 
A  Victorian  restor 
''A  repair  /  dry  rot 
A  additions 
Uc.  No.  442870 

— s. 


foundation  to  fmidi 


821  -4091 
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Synergy  School  Opens  Nearby’ 

■wpr 

A  progressive,  private  elementary  school 
is  relocating  near  Noe  Valley.  Synergy 
School,  now  housed  at  975  Grove  St.,  is 
remodeling  the  former  Anderson  Funer¬ 
al  Home  at  1357  Valencia  St.  near  25th 
for  occupancy  in  September  of  1 999.  The 
new  location  marks  a  return  home  for 
Synergy  —  the  school  was  founded  in 
1973  at  a  building  near  25th  and  Castro. 

The  new  13,000-square-foot  location 
will  allow  the  Synergy  School  to  expand 
from  four  to  eight  classrooms,  add  five 
new  teachers  and  aides,  and  increase  the 
student  body  from  100  kids  to  around 
170.  Though  Synergy  is  currently  for  el¬ 
ementary  students  only,  a  seventh  grade 
will  be  added  in  the  fall  of  ’99,  with  eighth 
grade  to  come  the  following  year. 

Synergy  School  actively  recruits  a  di¬ 
verse  student  population,  and  offers  fi¬ 
nancial  aid  based  on  need.  There  will  be 
openings  for  approximately  three  to  five 
new  students  for  all  grades  this  fall.  (Par¬ 
ents  should  note  the  application  deadline 
for  kindergaitners  is  Jan.  30.) 

Look  Synergy  up  on  the  web  at  wh’H’. 
sirius.coml-synergy,  or  give  the  school  a 
call  at  567-6177. 

Holiday  Choral  Concert 


across  from  the  Diamond  Heights  Safe¬ 
way.  Call  285-9540  for  more  information. 

Meanwhile,  the  Randall  Museum  is 
also  hosting  holiday  workshops  at  199 
Museum  Way.  Elves  of  all  ages  (8  and  un¬ 
der  should  be  accompanied  by  an  adult) 
can  take  classes  in  making  pottery,  can¬ 
dles,  wreaths,  and  other  gifts.  There’s 
even  a  bird  feeder  workshop.  Most  class¬ 
es  cost  $7  to  $  10,  or  whatever  you  can  af¬ 
ford.  You’ll  need  to  sign  up  early  for  hol¬ 
iday  classes,  so  call  the  museum  at 
554-9600  for  a  complete  schedule. 

Cancer  Support  Group  Study 


Get  into  the  spirit  of  the  season  with  a 
choral  concert  featuring  lots  of  holiday 
classics.  On  four  dates  in  December,  the 
Golden  Gate  Men’s  Chorus  will  sing  a  va¬ 
riety  of  Christmas,  Hanukkah,  and  Kwan- 
zaa  mnes  in  both  new  and  traditional  set¬ 
tings.  This  17th  annual  holiday  concert 
also  boasts  the  world  premiere  of  A  Sta¬ 
ble  Lamp  Is  Lighted,  a  commissioned 
piece  by  San  Francisco  composer  David 
Conte.  In  addition,  the  chorus  will  per¬ 
form  pieces  by  Gustav  Holst,  Vaughan 
Williams,  and  Gallus  Handl. 

Concerts  are  at  8  p.m.  on  Dec.  5,  6,  8, 
and  15,  and  will  be  held  at  St.  Matthew’s 
Lutheran  Church  at  3281  16th  St.  at  Do¬ 
lores.  Tickets  are  $15  each  and  are  avail¬ 
able  at  A  Different  Light  bookstore  on 
Castro,  at  the  door,  or  by  calling  863-6202. 

Elf  Workshops  for  All  Ages 

Santa’s  smallest  elves  will  have  a 
chance  to  make  and  wrap  Christmas  gifts 
for  family  and  friends  —  and  have  their 
pictures  taken  with  Santa  himself  —  on 
Saturday,  Dec.  5,  from  1 1  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 

The  free  workshop  at  St.  Aidan’s  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  is  open  to  50  children  ages 
6  to  12  (kids  ages  3  to  5  are  welcome  if 
accompanied  by  an  adult),  and  refresh¬ 
ments  will  be  served.  Look  for  the  red  and 
green  balloons  at  101  Gold  Mine  Drive, 


Women  with  breast  cancer  can  get  the 
support  they  need — and  help  researchers 
determine  the  best  format  for  cancer  sup¬ 
port  groups — by  participating  in  a  study 
sponsored  by  the  Cancer  Support  Com¬ 
munity,  the  Wellness  Community,  and 
Stanford  University. 

Volunteers  should  be  people  with 
breast  cancer  who  have  no  evidence  of 
metastasis  or  recurrence,  are  no  more 
than  1 8  months  from  the  end  of  their  ini¬ 
tial  treatment,  and  are  not  currently  in  a 
cancer  support  group.  All  participants  re¬ 
ceive  four  months  of  free  support  group 
participation  and  $40.  Four  research  as¬ 
sessments  will  be  done  during  the  course 
of  one  year. 

The  groups  will  meet  in  either  San 
Francisco  or  Walnut  Creek.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  please  call  1-877-4GRPHLP. 

If  you  are  not  interested  in  volunteer¬ 
ing  but  are  looking  for  counseling  or  a 
support  group,  the  Cancer  Support  Com¬ 
munity  in  San  Francisco  offers  a  Care¬ 
givers  Support  Group,  a  Grief  Group,  and 
counseling  for  cancer  patients  and  their 
friends  and  families.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  Brian  Gerrard  at  422-2137. 

Miracle  on  2Ist  Street 


Noe  Valley’s  “Christmas  Tree  Man,” 
Tom  Taylor,  will  have  his  house  decked 
out  for  the  holidays  again  this  year.  For 
the  past  eight  years,  Taylor,  along  with  his 
partner  Dr.  Jerome  Goldstein,  has  trans¬ 
formed  his  home  and  yard  Ihto  a  magical 
tableaux,  complete  with  a  30-foot  Christ¬ 
mas  tree  surrounded  by  giant  gift- 
wrapped  presents  and  stuffed  animals. 

Taylor  says  Santa  will  be  at  the  house 
— at  3650  21st  St.,  between  Church  and 
Sanchez — from  7  to  10  p.m.  starting  Dec. 
15  until  Christmas  Eve.  Mr.  Claus  has 
promised  to  hand  out  candy  canes  to  all 
his  visitors  (especially  to  those  who  can 
keep  their  voices  extra  low  while  mar¬ 
veling  at  the  tree). 

Each  year  Taylor  asks  that  those  who 
appreciate  the  festive  display  make  a  do¬ 
nation  to  the  charity  of  their  choice. 

“I  started  suggesting  this  because  peo¬ 
ple  wanted  to  give  us  money,”  Taylor  ex¬ 
plains.  “But  we’re  a  couple  of  wealthy 
fags,  and  we  don’t  want  to  take  any  mon¬ 
ey  from  anybody.  This  is  our  present  to 
you.  Use  it  as  an  example  of  doing  good.” 

This  month’s  Short  Takes  were  compiled 
and  written  by  Erin  O’Briant,  with  help 
from  Dodie  Hamblen. 


'We  bring  out  the  best  in  you ' 


Color  Special! 

If  you're  been  thinking  you  could  use  t  little  color  in  your  life. 
BOW  is  the  time  to  more. 

Choose  the  color  service  which  fits  your  personality: 

Highlights  Color  •  Lowlights 

UTiichever  one  of  these  exciting  services  you  choose, 

you’ll  receive  $15  Off 

the  regular  price  of  the  service  with  this  ad 

Call  today  for  a  fret  consultation  with  one  of  our  color  ciperU. 

Offer  apira  1/31/99 


Silll 
illlllSli 


Open  7  Days  •  3836  24th  Street  •  San  Francisix)  •  641.8948 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  Decefnber  1998/January  1999  25 


(SAVOR) 

Neighborhood  Restaurant  and  Creperie 

A  great  place  for  homemade  food. 

All  our  breads,  scones,  muffins  and  jams  are  made  on  the  premises. 

Serving  breakfast,  lunch  and  dinner.  Menu  available  all  day. 

©  ©  ©  ®  ® 

SPECIALIZINQ  IN  CALIFORNIA  CREPES 
^  SAN  FRANCISCO  CREPE:  Smoked  Salmon,  Capers,  Spinach,  with  Onions,  Dijon 
and  Havarti  Cheese  ^  MILANO:  Qrilled  Eggplant,  Artichoke  Hearts,  Roasted  Peppers 
and  Qarlic,  Provolone  Cheese,  Topped  with  Marinara  Sauce  ^  PLUS  MANY  MORE! 

©  ©  ©  ©  © 

CHILDREN'S  MENU  AVAILABLE 

Enjoy  a  glass  of  wine  or  beer  or  a  cold  drink  on  our  outdoor  patio  in  the  Noe  Valley  Mall. 

SEATINQ  OVER  90 

^  OPEN  7  DAYS:  7:30  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m.  Monday-Saturday  ^  7:30  a.m.  -  10:00  p.m.  Sunday  ^ 

3913  24th  Street  (near  Sanchez)  •  282-0344 


CHRISTMAS! 

PLACE  YOUR  ORDERS  EARLY! 
Special  orders  for  Christmas  Eve 
occpeted  thru  December  22 
ffg  orders  accepted  Christmas  Eve 

'las  Stollen  {Michael's  famous):  $l  5.00 
Christmas  Cookies:  50(  &  75t 
Christmas  Cookie  Tins:  $24.00 
Buche  de  Noel  (yule  log)  Mocha  or  Hazelnut:  $30.00  ea. 

2"  Pecan  Tartletts:  $1.25 
Petit  Fours:  $2.75 
Hazelnut  Ricotta  Roulades:  $2.50 
Cranberry  Mousse  &  Chocolate  Mousse  Cream  Puffs:  $2.50 
Pulla  Bread:  $7.50 
Holiday  Turkey  Stuffing:  $4.00/Bag 
Cranberry  Ginger  Pound  Cake:  $10.00 
Cranberry  Orange  Mousse  Cake:  $22.00 

PIES 

Pumpkin  •  Apple  •  Pear  Cranberry  •  Harvest:  $1 2.50  each 
Pecan  Pie:  $14.50 


DINNER  ROLLS 

Soft:  Challah,  whole  wheat,  white,  rosemary: 
$3.00/bag  of  6 

Crusty:  white,  rosemary,  olive,  onion:  50  ( each 

Need  to  send  a  little  something  to  someone  special? 
We  ship  our  stollen  and  cookie  tins  anywhere! 

HOLIDAY  HOURS:  7am-6pm  Christmas  Eve 

Closed  December  25  &  January  1 

4073  24th  Street,  Son  Fraiidsto,  CA  94114 
TEL  (415)  550-1405  •  FAX  (415)  550-1485 


This  January,  we  invite  you  and  your  children 
to  join  the  children  of  St.  Paul’s 
as  they  follow  the  star  to  the 
New  St.  Paul’s  School. 

“...and  the  Star  went  forward 
and  halted  over  the  place 
where  the  child  was.” 

(Matthew  2:9) 

31op.  ^cate.  1|ope. 

From  Our  Family 
to  Yours. 

St.  Paul  s  Church 

29th  &  Church  Streets  •  648-7538 
Noe  Valley,  San  Francisco 
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robot 


location 


1825  Fourth  Street  (atHearst) 

Happy  Holidays 
to  all  our  Noe  Valley 
friends  and  customers 

robot 

clothing  •  accessories  •  shoes 

4001  24th  street  (at  Noe)  •  415  282-7861 


/^lice's 

RESTAURANT 

Hunan  and  Mandarin  Style 

OPEN  FOR  LUNCH  AND  DINNER 
Serving  a  Complete  Chinese  Menu 
The  Finest  in  Chinese  Cuisine! 

Take-out  Available 
WE 


Open  for  Lujtch: 
Monday-Friday 
nam-3pm 
Serving  Dinner: 

Monday  -Thursday 
llana-9:15pm 
Friday-Saturday  llam-10  pm 
Sunday  12  noon -9;  15pm 


Noe  Vcdley 
1599  Sanchez  Street 
(at  29th  Street) 
282-8999 
Newly  Remodeled 
Glass  Decor 


w. 


^was  the  weeks  before  Christmas,  and  all 
through  Noel  Valley,  the  children  were 
dreaming  of  candy  canes  and  sugar  plums  and 
that  sort  of  stuff,  while  up  at  the 
North  Pole,  ol’  Santa  Claus 
was  making  his  list  and 
checking  it  twice.  Then 
he  said  with  a  wink, 

“Y’know  Rudolf,  all 
those  kids  in  Noel 
Valley  have  not  been 
naughty  but  nice!” 


SAAALLFRY5 


4066  24tlt  Street  in  the  hleert  of  Noe  Valley.  (415)  648-3954 

Children's  sizes  0  to  7  (girls  dresses  to  1  4).  Open  days  a  week.  We  ship  via  UPS. 


A  Contemporary  Visual  Experience 

Noe  Valleys  Newest  Entertainment  Center 

Latest  New  Releases  &  Arrivals  ^  We  Reserve  Movies 

Fastest  Growing  Foreign  Section  in  Noe  Valley 

VCR  &  DVD  Players  for  Rent  &  Sale 
★  DVD  Special:  DVD  Player  and  3  DVD  Movies  for  2  Nights  $14.95 


Martha 

^BROS. 


3868  24th  Street  641-4433 
Also: 

1551  Church  Street 
(at  Duncan) 

648-1166 


We  Roast  Our  Own! 

Offering  SO  Varieties 
of  Coffee  by  the  Pound 
or  Half-Pound 

A  Very  Large  Variety  of  Teas 

ALL  OUR  BODUM  PRODUCTS 
20%  OFF 

Happy  Holidays  to  all 
our  Noe  Valley 
friends  and  customers 

i  M*»  OFF  I 

I  ANY  1  U  MG  OF  COFFH  | 


— 

DECEMBEIt/jANllARY  Sl>EC;iAE 

— j 

All  Drama  Titles 

One  Dollar/Two  Niglits! 

4L 

iKifinlvi  1.  1 ‘hlS  iliKuigh  |.iiui.ir\  M.  1‘>*)*J 

jh 

- W.H 

Monday  -  Thursday  12  noon  -  10  pm 
Friday  &  Saturday  10  am  -  1 1  pm 
Sunday  12  noon  -  8  pm 

21st  Century  Video 
3936  24th  Street 

next  to  Bell  Market 

824-2121 
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HOLIDAY  SHIPPING 


Short  Lines  -  Friendly  People! 

Mailbox  Rental  with  24  Hr.  Access 
Color  Copying  •  Copying  •  Faxing 
Shipping  •  UPS  •  FedEx  •  USPS 
Notary  •  Fingerprinting 
Passport  Photos 
Computer  Services 
E-Mail  •  Internet  Access 
Scanning  •  The  New  IMac 


322  Cortland  Avenue 

(at  Bennington) 

ph  970-2BOX  (2269) 
fax  970-3FAX  (3329) 

Monday  -  Friday  9-7,  Saturday  10-5 


MAILBOX 

SPECIAL 

Rent  a  mailbox  for  1  year, 
get  one  month  FREE! 


Meet  Armistead  Maupin 

December  15  at  Laser  Cinema 

signing  copies  of  the  new  DVD  Release 

More  Tales  of  the  City 

Return  to  Barbary  Lane  and  the  world  of  Armistead  Maupin 
with  this  special  edition  DVD 
of  the  acclaimed  TV  mini-series. 

December  Special 

Panasonic  DVD-Allou  DVD 
Players  $375! 

LaserOneMA 

San  Francisco’s  Largest 
Laserdisc  &  DVD  Library 

1320  Castro 

across  from  Walgreens 

415-920-9955 

Open  11  am  - 10  pm 
Seven  Days  a  Week 


ome. 


Elegant  Gifts  at  Affordable  Prices 

...Offering  reproduction  sculpture,  architectural  accent  pieces 
urns,  candleholders  and  furnishings  created  with  a  compKJsition 
consisting  of  heavy  gypsum  and  cement,  as  well  as  a  wide  assortment  of 
holiday  gift  items  for  the  home  including  candles  and  picture  frames. 


4028  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
415.824.8585 
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DECEMBER/JANUARY 


DEC.  1:  A  “Using  DREAMS  to  Heal 
Yourself  and  Others’  workshop  otters 
techniques  to  enhance  dream  recall. 

7-9  pm.  Beyond  the  Sea,  1303  Castro 
St.  Call  285-4614  for  registration. 

DEC.  1.8, 15,  22&29;  The  30th 
Street  Senior  Center  hosts  Tuesday 
Latin  and  BALLROOM  DANCE 
CLASSES  tor  all  levels  2  pm.  Room 
325, 225  30th  St.  550-2221 

DEC.  1  &  15;  JAN.  5, 12  &  19. 

Preschoolers  age  3  to  5  are  invited  to 
STORY  TIME  at  the  Noe  Valley  Library. 

10  am.  451  Jersey  St.  695-5095. 

DEC.  1  -1 0:  In  observance  of  World 
AIDS  Day,  sections  of  the  AIDS  MEMO¬ 
RIAL  QUILT  are  on  display  at  the  Main 
Library.  100  Larkin  St.  The  NAMES 
Project,  863-1966  or  882-5500. 

DEC.  1-15:  PHOTOGRAPHER  Sylvia 
Sabes  exhibits  images  of  a  recent  trip  to 
Burma  and  Vietnam  Purely  Physical 
Fitness,  1414  Castro  St  282-8481. 

DEC.  1-24:  Encantada  Gallery 
exhibits  Mexican  RELIGIOUS  ICONS 
and  paintings  to  celebrate  the  festival  of 
the  Virgin  of  Guadalupe.  Sun.  &  Mon., 

11  am-7  pm;  Fri.  &  Sat.,  11  am-8  pm. 
904  Valencia  St.  642-3939. 

DEC.  1  -24:  More  than  30  artists  are 
featured  at  a  HOLIDAY  SALE  at  Ruby’s 
Clay  Studio;  techniques  include  raku, 
porcelain,  stoneware,  and  earthenware. 
Weekdays  4-7  pm,  weekends  11-7 
pm.  552A  Noe  St.  558-9819. 

DEC.  2,9  &  16;  JAN.  6, 13,  20  & 

27:  The  Noe  Valley  Library  hosts  LAP- 
SITS  for  infants  and  toddlers  beginning 
at  7  pm.  451  Jersey  St.  695-5095. 


DEC.  2-30:  A  KAREN  CARPENTER 
Christmas  features  the  groupls  classic 
repertoire  and  special  guests  like  “David 
Cassidy  *  The  Marsh,  1062  Valencia  St. 
Call  826-5750  tor  times. 

DEC.  3:  Beyond  the  Seals  holiday 
AROMATHERAPY  WORKSHOP  focuses 
on  relaxation  and  stress  reduction.  7 
pm.  1303  Castro  St.  Call  285-4614  to 
reserve  a  space. 

DEC.  3:  “Mary  at  the  Millennium,"  a 
slideshow/discussion  by  Charlene 
Spretnak,  offers  a  female  interpretation 
of  the  VIRGIN  MARY  in  spiritual  and 
cultural  history.  7-9  pm.  California 
Insfitute  of  Integral  Studies,  9  Peter 
YorkeWay.  674-5500,  ext.  241. 


The  S.F.  Gay  Men's  Chorus  will  sing 
“Songs  of  a  Wintry  Fairyland”  at 
Masonic  Auditorium  Dec.  12  and  13, 
then  a  family  concert  on  Christmas 
Eve  at  the  Castro  Theater. 

DEC.  3:  Archivist  Greg  Gaar  shows 
never-betore-seen  photos  of  1903  SAN 
FRANCISCO.  7:30  pm.  The  S.F.  Natural 
History  Series  at  the  Randall  Museum, 
199  Museum  Way.  554-9604. 

DEC.  4:  The  second  anniversary  of  the 
San  Francisco  SONG  CYCLE  features 
pop  vocalist  Amy  Rigby,  jazz  vocalist 
Ann  Oyer,  and  blues  singer  James  Arm¬ 
strong.  8.15  pm.  Noe  Valley  Music 
Series  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 


DEC.  4-6:  The  Dancers'  Group  Studio 
Theater  presents  “Threads  of  Light,'  by 
CHOREOGRAPHER  Leigh  Evans.  8  pm. 
3221  22nd  St.  824-5044. 

DEC.  5:  S.F.  6am/nef  columnist  and 
Vo/ce  contributor  RAYNE  WOLFE  leads 
a  workshop,  “Writing  for  Newspapers  “ 
10  am-4  pm.  The  Writing  Parlor,  4475 
23rd  St.  642-7875. 

DEC.  5:  The  Holiday  CRARS  FAIR  at 
the  Randall  Museum  features  activities 
and  entertainment.  10  am-5  pm.  199 
Museum  Way  554-9600,  ext.  33. 

DEC.  5:  The  Little  Elves'  GIR-MAKING 
WORKSHOP  for  kids  6  to  12  (ages  3  to 
5  with  a  parent)  includes  refreshments 
and  a  visit  from  Santa  (photos,  too).  1 1 
am-3  pm.  St.  Aidan's  Episcopal 
Church,  101  Gold  Mine  Drive.  Limited 
to  the  first  50  children;  call  285-9540. 

DEC.  5:  Jewelry  designer  Dorie  Meisur 
hosts  a  TRUNK  SALE  of  her  work  from  1 
to  4  pm.  Beyond  the  Sea,  1303  Castro 
St,  285-4614. 

DEC.  5:  Vo/ce  contributor  and  author 
RUHAMAVELTFORT  signs  The 
Promised  Land.  2:30  pm.  Cover  to 
Cover,  391 0  24th  St.  282-8080. 

DEC.  5:  A  BENEFIT  for  the  Noe  Valley 
Nursery  School  features  the  “American 
vintage"  music  of  the  Trackers,  snacks, 
and  a  raffle.  8  pm.  The  Rovers  Pub, 
4026  24th  St.  648-4766. 

DEC.  5:  The  Fogtown  Four  CELLO 
QUARTR  performs  16th  &  Folsom  lor 
Quartet  and  Tape,  by  local  composer 
A.L.  Denfel.  8  pm.  Community  Music 
Center,  544  Capp  St.  826-8670. 


DEC.  5:  Bass  virtuoso  MICHAEL 
MANRING  performs  solo  and-with  flutist 
Larry  Kassin  and  pianist  Tom  Darter. 
8:15  pm.  Noe  Valley  Music  Series. 

1021  Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 


Dec.  12-19,  New  College  hosts  “Who 
Fears  to  Speak  of  ’98?”  a  theater  work 
about  the  Irish  Rebellion  of  1798,  fea¬ 
turing  poetry,  music,  dance,  and  story. 

DEC.  5,6,  8  &  15:  The  Golden  Gate 
MEN’S  CHORUS  performs  “The  Wonder 
of  It  AH"  at  St.  Matthew’s  Lutheran 
Church.  8  pm.  3281  16th  St.  476-5153. 

DEC.  5-13:  The  WINTER  WONDER- 
RAMA  at  the  Marsh’s  Growing  Stage 
celebrates  Kwanzaa,  Hanukkah,  the 
winter  solstice,  and  the  Virgin  of 
Guadalupe.  Sat.  &  Sun.,  1:30  pm.  1062 
Valencia  St.  826-5750,  ext.  2. 

DEC.  5-20:  The  California  Travel 
,  Troupe  @  San  Francisco  performs  a 
new  adaptation  of  ALICE  IN  WONDER¬ 
LAND.  Sal,  11  am;  Sun.,  1  pm. 
Grasshopper  Palace,  333  Valencia  St., 
3rd  floor.  285-8476. 

DEC.  6:  The  Sharon  Art  Studio’s 
annual  WINTER  HOLIDAY  SALE  offers 
handcrafted  ceramics,  glass,  and  jew¬ 
elry,  11  am-5  pm.  Golden  Gate  Park, 
next  to  the  Children’s  Playground  and 
Carousel.  753-7004. 


DEC.  6:  Noe  Valley  CHAMBER  MUSIC 
features  the  Sanford  Dole  Ensemble 
performing  large-scale  choral  works.  4 
pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez 
St.  282-2317. 

DEC.  6:  Dancers  from  Fat  Chance 
BELLY  DANCE  shake  things  up  at  their 
Winter  Salon.  3  and  4  pm.  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  647-6035. 

DEC.  7-10:  A  Holiday  ARTS  & 
CRARS  FAIR  at  S.F.  State  University 
features  over  40  vendors  and  live  music 
daily  at  noon.  9  am-7  pm.  338-2444. 

DEC.  8  &  JAN.  26:  FILMS  for  chil¬ 
dren  age  3  to  5  are  on  screen  at  1 0  and 
11  am.  Noe  Valley  Library,  451  Jersey 
St.  695-5095. 

DEC.  9:  The  30th  Street  Senior  Cen¬ 
ter’s  HOLIDAY  BAZAAR  features  art, 
crafts,  and  baked  goods.  10  am-2  pm. 
225  30th  St.  550-2210. 

DEC.  9:  The  S.F.  Hobby  BEEKEEPERS 
meeting  begins  at  7:30  pm.  Randall 
Museum,  199  Museum  Way.  665-7520. 

DEC.  10:  JOHN  LONGHI  discusses  his 
collection  of  stories,  Flashbacks  and 
Premonitions.  7:30  pm.  Modern  Times 
Bookstore  888  Valencia  St,  282-9246. 

DEC.  11-13:  Creativity  Explored’s 
Open  House  &  ART  SALE  features  one- 
of-a-kind  arts  and  crafts  by  70  artists 
with  developmental  disabilities.  Fri.,  6- 
9  pm;  Sat.  &  Sun.,  11  am-5  pm.  3245 
16th  St.  863-2108. 

DEC.  11-20:  Goat  Hall  Productions 
presents  the  Christmas  classic,  AMAHL 
and  the  Night  Visitors.  Fri.  and  Sat.,  8 
pm;  Sun.,  2  pm.  Goat  Hall,  400  Mis¬ 
souri  St.  289-6877. 


YANKEE  CLIPPER 
TRAVEL 

CRUISE  INTO 


HOLLAND 
AftAERICA  LINE? 

^AlL  ROUNDTRIP  TO 

HAlVAII 

ff  ROAA  5AN  DIE60) 
APRIL  IR 
OS’  DAY^ 

IRELAND  TO 
ICELAND 

(FROAA  LONDON) 
KOOOST  13 
02  DAYQ 


PRINCK^ 

GRAND  CLAS^  CRUISING 
SAIL  TO 

ALA^K'A 

(FROAA  SAN  FRANCISCO) 

(If  DAYS) 


3  SAILING  DATES: 
AAAY  19. 

JUNE  21. 
SEPTEAA8ER  6 


BOOK'  NOlA/f 


(i^BHIB?BLEI>ISCOLNlS 


CALL  YOUR  TRAVEL  PROFESSIONAL: 

415-647-4304 


4005  24TH  STREET 


Ldrgest  Selsction  of  Film  Titlos  in  Noe  Valley 


. .  ™ 


Laser  Discs 
Movie  Sales 
Foreign  Films 
Blank  Tapes 
DVD 


Movies  for  Kids 
Playstation 
Music  Videos 
'  Adult  Films 


Check  out  our  monthly  99c  Rental  Specials 

SEE  HITS  IN  DECEMBER  LIKE: 

The  Avengers  •  Lethal  Weapon  4  • 

•  Why  Do  Fools  Fall  in  Love  • 

•  Parent  Trap  •  Madeline  • 

•  The  Rat  Pack  •  Knock-Off  • 

•  The  Mask  of  Zorro  • 


Open  10:00  -  10:00  pm  Monday  -  Thursday 
10:00  -  11 :00  pm  Friday  -  Saturday 
Noon  -  9:00  pm  Sunday 

Movie  Night  Drop 

HZnewLies 

for  5  nights  for 

648-0300  only  $5! 


---■■■■mill 
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DEC.  12 :  Visit  SANTA  at  the  Bank  of 
America,  with  tree  photos  and  goodies 
courtesy  of  the  Noe  Valley  Merchants 
and  Professionals  Association.  10  am- 
2  pm.  Castro  &  24th. 

DEC.  12:  The  ISADORA  DUNCAN 
DANCE  Center  hosts  an  “Isadorian  Win¬ 
ter  Arts  Fair,”  featuring  dance  perfor¬ 
mance,  arts  and  crafts  for  sale,  poetry, 
and  refreshments.  3435  Cesar  Chavez, 
#202. 587-0802. 

DEC.  12  &  13:  The  28th  annual  KPFA 
Holiday  CRARS  FAIR  features  over  200 
booths  of  juried  artists  and  artisans. 

Sat.,  to  am-7  pm;  Sun.,  10  am-6  pm. 
Concourse  Exhibition  Center,  Eighth  & 
Brannan.  (510)  848-6767,  ext.  602. 

DEC.  12  &  13:  Bernal  Heights  artists 
host  an  OPEN  STUDIOS  tour.  Call  Col¬ 
lette  Crutcher  at  641-1987  tor  a  map. 

DEC.  12  &  19:  SIDEWALK  SALES  are 
scheduled  for  two  Saturdays  by  many  of 
24th  Street's  merchants,  to  help  you  fin¬ 
ish  up  your  holiday  shopping. 

DEC.  12  &  19:  Celebrate  Chanukah 
with  the  San  Francisco  KLEZMER 
EXPERIENCE  and  monologuist  Josh 
Kornbluth.  8;15  pm.  Noe  Valley  Music 
Series  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 

DEC.  12-19:  The  Open  Wing  Theater 
performs  “Who  Fears  to  Speak  of  '98?" 
celebrating  the  bicentennial  of  the  1798 
Irish  rebellion.  8  pm  every  day  except 
Mon.  New  Collegeof  California.  777 
Valencia  St.  (510)841-7287. 

DEC.  13:  The  INA  CHAUS  OPERA 
Ensemble  performs  Amahl  and  the 
Night  Visitors a\  a  holiday  party  for  chil¬ 
dren.  1 1 :30  am.  Community  Music 
Center,  544  Capp  St.  826-8670. 


DEC.  12-20:  City  College's  Perform¬ 
ing  Artists  Group  enacts  “RAGGEDY 
ANN  &  Andy,"  an  adventure  in  which 
the  dolls  rescue  the  French  doll  Babette 
and  the  wrinkle-kneed  camel  from 
Looney  Land.  Sat.  &  Sun.,  1  pm.  Black 
Box  Theater,  Bungalow  222,  Phelan  & 
Judson.  285-8476. 


Violinist  Cynthia  Mei  and  pianist  Aileen 
Chanco-Everett  will  perform  a  Beetho¬ 
ven  sonata  and  two  modern  works  at 
the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  Jan,  24. 


DEC.  13:  The  Sisters  of  PERPETUAL 
INDULGENCE  discuss  their  origins  and 
community  work  at  the  monthly  meeting 
of  PFLAG,  2-4  pm.  St.  Francis  Church, 
152  Church  St.  921-8850. 

DEC.  13:  A  Community  CHANUKAH 
FESTIVAL  at  the  Jewish  Community 
Center  features  candle  lighting,  Klezmer 
music,  performances  for  all  ages,  and 
holiday  gift  vendors.  4-7  pm.  3200 
California  St.  346-6040. 


D  A  R 


DEC.13:  Sunday  Night  EVENSONG 
(formerly  Taize/Cantate)  is  a  healing 
service  of  chants,  silent  meditation,  and 
prayer.  7  pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  St.  282-2317. 

DEC.  17:  Salvadorean  ARTIST  Camilo 
Minero  is  donating  a  portion  of  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  the  sale  of  his  work  to  help 
victims  of  Hurricane  Mitch.  7  pm.  Art- 
Beat  Gallery,  3266  21st  St,  452-1104. 

DEC.  18-20:  The  S.F.  School  of  CIR¬ 
CUS  ARTS  performs  "Zoppo,"  an 
extravaganza  of  acrobatics,  juggling, 
plate  spinning,  and  trapeze.  7:30  pm; 
also  3  pm  on  &t.  and  Sun  Theater 
Artaud,  450  Florida  St.  621-7797 

DEC.  19  :  CHRISTMAS  CAROLERS 
and  musicians  will  stroll  Noe  Valley, 
thanks  to  the  Noe  Valley  Merchants  and 
Professionals  Association. 

DEC.  24:  The  S.F.  Gay  MEN'S  CHORUS 
gives  a  concert,  "Home  for  the  Holidays," 
at  the  Castro  Theater.  5, 7  &  9  pm. 

DEC.  24:  A  CHRISTMAS  EVE  service 
of  candlelight,  carols,  and  the  Christ¬ 
mas  story  begins  at  7  pm.  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  282-2317. 

DEC.  25:  The  CHRISTMAS  DAY  com¬ 
munion  celebration  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Ministry  starts  at  10  am.  1021  Sanchez 
St.  282-2317. 

DEC.  25:  The  Jewish  Community  Cen¬ 
ter's  sixth  annual  Evening  of  Kung  Pao 
KOSHER  COMEDY  includes  a  seven- 
course  Chinese  banquet  at  the  New  Asia 
Restaurant.  5-9  pm.  Meet  at  3200  Cali¬ 
fornia  St.  292-1262. 


JAN.  2:  Starl  the  new  year  at  a  guided 
WRITING  MARATHON  led  by  Voice 
writer  Jane  Underwood:  “You'll  write 
until  your  forehead  shimmers."  10  am- 
4  pm.  Call  for  location  642-7875 

JAN.  9:  The  Writing  Parlor  offers  a 
class,  “The  ABC's  of  Writing  CHIL¬ 
DREN'S  BOOKS.  10  am-4  pm.  Call  for 
location.  642-7875. 

JAN.  14-MAR.  4:  ACT  I's  BEGIN¬ 
NERS  ACTING  class  features  all  the 
basics  in  a  safe,  supportive,  and  fun 
environment.  Thurs.,  6:30-8:30  pm 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St. 
824-ACT1  (2281). 

JAN.  16:  The  acoustic  duo  BOX  SET 
performs  their  folk/rock  at  8:15  pm  Noe 
Valley  Music  Series  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St  454-5238 

JAN.  16-MAR.  6:  Be  spontaneous  at 
an  eight-week  IMPROVtSATIONAL 
GAMES  class  sponsored  by  ACT  1 
Sat.,  11  am-1  pm  Noe  Valley  Ministry. 
'1021  Sanchez  St.  824-ACT1  (2281). 

JAN.  22:  SCOTTISH  Country  Dancing 
classes  begin  a  nine-week  session  at 
the  Millberry  Fitness  Center  8:15-9  45 
pm.  500  Parnassus  St.  333-9372 


You  can  celebrate  Chanukah  with  the 
Klezmer  Experience  on  Dec.  12  and  19 
at  the  Noe  Valley  Music  Series. 


Party  Like 
It’s  1999 

Then  get  up.  Put  on  a  pot  of 
coffee,  and  start  organizing 
that  block  club  you've  been 
thinking  about.  Or  set  the  date 
for  your  Valentine-making 
workshop.  Or  for  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Friends  of  Wild 
Parrots.  Can  the  neighbors 
come  too?  Then  send  word  to 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice  by 
Jan.  1 5.  That's  the  deadline 
for  calendar  items  in  the 
February  1999  Voice,  due  out 
on  Wednesday.  Fab.  3. 

You  can  mail  your  notice  to  the 
Noe  Valley  Voice.  1021 
Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94114  Or  you  can  e-mail 

jaxvoica9aol.com. 

For  calendar  changes  or 
questions,  call  Calendar  Editor 
Karol  Barske  at  285-6347 


JAN.  24:  Violinist  Cynthia  Mei  and 
pianist  Aileen  Chanco-Everett.  the 
CHIAROSCURO  DUO.  perform  a  classi¬ 
cal  music  concert  at  3  pm  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  282-2317 

JAN.  30:  Cuban  piano  wiz  OMAR 
SOSA  performs  with  Bay  Area  percus¬ 
sion  hero  John  Santos  8.15  pm  Noe 
Valley  Music  Series  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  454-5238 


Sk  •*4' 

f  •  f  •  f  •  f  •  » 


Nutritious  Contemporary  Home  Cooking 

•  •  •  Delivered!  •  •  • 

PHONE  FOR  A  NEW  MENU: 
333-1787 


GIFT  CERTIFICATES 

Feed  Your  Friends  and  Family 

Home  on  the  Range  gift  certificates  are  available 
and  can  really  make  someone's  day! 

They're  perfect  for  new  mothers,  patients  and  home  remodelers. 


Sue 
saved 
our 
sanityl 


'It 


If 


7 


// 


Make  the  best  choice... 
Choose  Sue  Borsian 

Sue  Borsian 

4128  24th  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

415-550-1302  x202 
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.  in  Mne  VallBV  thanks  to 
Me  bought  a  home  N 

Linda.  Vie  searched  ^  V 

Bay  Area,  unsuccesstulW  - 

^emetUndat  .  proiessional. 

Linda  is  speedy,  pers«stent,P 

knowlegabte  and  .  expectations. 


Katie,  Mark  i  Shea  Danforth 


Linda  S.  Gordon 
415-861-5222  ext.  380 
10  Year  Noe  Valley 
Resident 


Danforths 


“Our  new  Noe  Valley  home.” 

I'm  available  to  answer  all  your  real  estate  questions" 

REPUTATION  •  RELIABILITY  •  RESULTS 


HAPPY  HOLIDAYS! 


HERTH 


REAL  ESTATE 

555  Castro 

San  Francisco,  CA  •  94114 

SeeAll  Our  Listings  on  the  www: 
http://www.herth.com 


pRAFTCARE  Hardwood  Floorc 

Specializing  in  Wood  Floor  Installation, 
Sanding  and  Refinishing 

HIGH  QUALITY  WORK  AT  REASONABLE  RATES 

Free  Estnnates  Ask  for  Bryan  (415)  221-2303 

License  No..  576013 


CLAIRE  C. 

PILCHER 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

■  Neighborhood  Negotiations  ■  Permits  and  Appeals 

■  Land  Use 

■  Variances 

■  Development 

■  Conditional  Uses  & 

■  City  Planning 

General  Practice  of  Law 

in  Noe  Valley 

(415)  821-1186 

C  O  U  fk  M  £  T 


H  X  M  B  U  P..  C  €  FL  I 


Best  Hamburgers 

San  Francisco  Chronicle  Readers’  Choice  ’98 
Oakland  Tribune  Readers’  Choice  ’98 


$3  Off  coupon 

Buy  one  burger  &  get  $3  off  a  2nd  burger  of  equal  or  lesser  value. 

Expires  12-30-98 

Dine  in  only.  One  coupon  per  couple. 

Cannot  be  combined  or  redeemed  for  cash. 


4138  24th  St.  S.F.  between  Castro  &  Diamond 

415-282-7770 


Illuminate  Your  Skin’s  Health  this  Holiday  Season 


Devote  a  Full  Hour  to  Your  Skincare  with  a  Customized  Treatment  at 
Sofia  Skin  Care.  The  Ultimate  Gift  for  Your  Skin,  $50.00 

Magical  Makeup 

Through  this  Holiday  Season 
Receive  With  a  Personalized  Makeover 
A  Complimentary  Eyebrow  Shaping,.  $35.00 

Vitamin  C/Glycolic  Treatment 

Sofia  Incorjxrrates  the  Exfoliating  Benefits  of  Glycolic  with  the 
Hydrating  and  Firming  Properties  of  Vitamin  C. 

The  Results  are  Impressive.  $60.00 

Sofia  is  conveniently  located  in  Noe  Valley  at  3548  12nd  Street 

415)  824  2125 

Visa  &  MC  accep««i.  Ptease  present  this  advertiseinent  at  the  time  of  your  visit.  Offer  expires  12/31/98 
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FXITO U5H 

VNIQUe  MIDDLE  EXJTEKN  CUISINE 

coMe  IN  XND  expep^ieNce  iwe  eieqxNce... 

FEAT^RISJC:  MEXT  &.  FISH  ICXBOBS  •  LXMB  WITH  XGED  yOGUBa 
OKFCX  •  stuffed  FILO  DOUGH  DISHES  &.  A  VXPJETY  OF  VEGETXPJXN  ENTB.EES 

SeiWINC  M'TXBXQi  SUCCULeNT  MXPJNXT6D  FILCI  OF  SXLMON  IN  X  SUMXC  VINXICMTT6  SKUCi 
LXyeKF^  WITH  TOMXTO,  FCCPLXNT,  ONION  XND  CXKLIC,  XND  SCKVFD  OVFf^  S6XSONCD  RJCF. 

BRUNCH:  CHICKEN  LXMB  SHXWXKMX,  OMELETS,  PXNCXKES,  FK.ENCH  TOXST 

private  partv  room  available  for  all  VOVR 

HOLIDAV  CELEBRATIONIS 

LUNCH  TUESDAY  -  FFLIDXY,  11:30  -  2:30 
WEEKEND  BK.UNCH  SXTUBDXY  &.  SUNDAY,  10-3 

OPEN!  DAILV  FOR  DIKIKIER: 

MONDAY -THUMDAY,  5:30  -  9:30 
FB-IDAY  &,  SATURDAY,  5:30  -  10:00  .  SUNDAY,  5:30  -  9:00 

1361  CHUP.CH  STREET  BETWEEN  26TH  8c  CLIPPER^ 

CXLL  FOf^  K.ESEP.VXTIONS:  641-0678 


'  ■  ■  ClirisEmaj  <•> 


Homes  on  Hills  by  Hendel 


Daniel  Hendel 
415.276.9107  VM 
415.921.0113  office 
2200  union  street 
sf ca  94123 


OFFICES 

ROBERT  T.  RODDICK 

Attorney-at-Law 

1330  Castro  at  24th  Street 

phone:  (415)  641-8687 
fax:  (415)  641-4737 
e-mail:  noelaw@aol.com 

Holiday  Qreetings! 

FREE  INITIAL  CONSULTATION 

LIVING  TRUSTS  •  WILLS  •  PROBATE 
DURABLE  POWERS  OF  ATTORNEY 
PERSONAL  INJURY  •  AUTO  ACCIDENTS 
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It'S  all  about  you  &  your  hair  needs! 


Monday  Special 


Personalized 
Complimentary 
(FREE)  Hair  Cut 
with  any  Color 
for  all  clients  ^ 

20%  off  any  colof^ 
(without  haircut) 


Open  7  Days 
a  Week 


1599  Dolores  St. 
(at  29th  St.) 

415-550-1656 


>• 


Rudy  Paul  Jewelers 

Fine  Jewelry  and  Watches 
Full  Service  Repair  Department  •  40  Years  Experience 


oJYei 


/ 


3915  C  24th  Street  •  415  641-4720 

Diamond  Sale! 


Michael  P.  Glazer 

Exclusive  Agent  You’re  in  good  hands. 

Allstate  Insurance  Company 
Auto,  Property,  Life,  Business 

1 326  Castro  (between  Jersey  &  24th  Sts.) 
415-642-6569  •  642-7278  (fax) 

Open  8:30  -  6,  Mon.-Fri.  *9-1  Sat. 

“Save  20%  on  your  homeowner’s  when  you 
insure  your  car  too.” 

Being  in  good  hands  is  the  only  place  to  be. 


,f^c  Valley's  Original  Cafe 

Herb’s  Fine  Foods 

Specializing  in  Breakfast  and  Lunch 

3991  24th  Street  (at  Noe)  •  826-8937  or  550-9211 

Open  Monday-Friday  6:30  am-3:00  pm 
Saturday  &  Sunday  7  ain-4pm 

SINCE  1943 

It's  Herb's  for  the  best  in  Noe  Valley  dining! 


Come  visit  us  at 
1420  Castro  Street 
between  Jersey  &  25th 


Professional  Cleaners 
3  HOUR  SERVICE 

We  operate  our  own  plant 

CoiN-op  Laundry 

Very  Convenient  Location 

Monday  -  Friday,  7:30  -  6:30 
Saturday  8:30  -  6:00 


Time  for  a  change? 

Try  Cindy  Piva  at 

The  Cutting  Edge  Salon 

Specializing  in 
relaxing  spa  pedicures 
&  foot  massage. 

No  acrylic  nails, 

No  odor.  Healthy, 
natural  manicures. 

All  consultations 
complimentary. 

4l5-970-££>G£(3343) 

1000  Cortland  Avenue 
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Noe  Valley 
Author  Finds 
The  Promised 
Land 

By  Jim  Christie 

With  the  November  publication  of  her 
debut  novel  The  Promised  Land,  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  author  Ruhama  Veltfort  has  unified  a 
trinity  of  themes — exile,  spiritual  seek¬ 
ing,  and  redemption  —  themes  she  has 
been  exploring  for  over  a  quarter  century. 

This  might  sound  like  weighty  subject 
matter  from  a  woman  who  is  perhaps  bet¬ 
ter  known  as  an  astrologer  and  by  Noe 
Valley  Voice  readers  for  her  column, 
“Aunt  Hermione’s  Kitchen.” 

But  in  The  Promised  Land,  Veltfort 
gives  us  an  uplifting  story  with  characters 
we  can  truly  care  about.  The  novel  cov¬ 
ers  a  lot  of  terrain,  both  emotional  and  ge¬ 
ographical,  as  we  follow  a  Jewish  family 
from  Poland  in  the  1820s  to  California 
during  the  Gold  Rush  era.  It  is  a  credit  to 
Veltfort’s  poetic  economy  with  words  that 
she  has  crafted  what  amounts  to  a  saga 
within  a  mere  300  pages. 

The  novel’s  central  characters,  Yitzhak 
and  Ghana,  are  established  early  on  as 
outcasts  destined  to  embark  on  a  long 
quest  together  as  husband  and  wife.  Al¬ 
though  they  are  equally  estranged  from 
their  families,  Yitzhak  and  Ghana  are 
very  different  {lersonalities  who  grow 
closer  over  the  years. 

Veltfort  uses  subtle  water  imagery  and 
a  first-person  voice  in  the  chapters  fea¬ 
turing  Ghana,  to  reveal  her  connection  to 
the  earth  and  nature.  Yitzhak,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  a  visionary  untouched  by  every¬ 
day  concerns.  Veltfort  uses  a  third-person 
point  of  view  and  Yitzhak’s  fiery  dreams 
to  show  his  spiritual  fervor. 

“Together,  they  embody  the  tension  be¬ 
tween  the  security  of  tradition  and  the  im¬ 
pulse  to  be  a  pioneer,”  says  Veltfort.  “Peo¬ 
ple  have  always  faced  the  contradiction 
of  being  part  of  a  community  while  being 
called  to  individuality.  I’m  amazed  by  the 
fortitude  of  people  like  Ghana  and 
Yitzhak,  who  leave  their  homes  and  then 
adjust  and  adapt  to  a  new  world.” 

Veltfort  wrote  and  rewrote  The  Prom¬ 
ised  Land  over  a  two-year  period  from 
1992  to  1994.  TTie  next  two  years  were 
spent  trying  to  land  a  literary  agent,  with¬ 
out  success. 

Veltfort  rethought  her  approach  after 
discussing  the  situation  with  Nancy  Pe¬ 
ters  of  Gity  Lights  Publishing  in  North 
Beach.  Peters  asked  to  see  the  manu¬ 
script,  and  was  impressed  by  what  she 
read.  She  explained  that  Gity  Lights  takes 
on  very  few  projects,  but  she  offered 
some  sound  editing  advice. 

Veltfort  agreed  with  most  of  Peters’ 
editing  suggestions  and  spent  the  next 
four  months  rewriting  The  Promised 
Land  again.  Then  in  1997  she  submitted 
the  novel  to  a  fiction  contest  sjxjnsored  by 
Milkweed  Editions,  a  nonprofit  literary 
press  based  in  Minneapolis.  First  prize 
was  a  guarantee  of  publication. 

Veltfort  didn’t  win,  but  the  Milkweed 
editors  loved  her  novel.  “They  ended  up 
publishing  it,”  says  Veltfort,  “so  I  feel  like 
I  won  anyway!” 

Veltfort,  still  agentless,  took  the  con¬ 
tract  offered  by  Milkweed  to  an  attorney 
who  was  referred  by  Bay  Area  Lawyers 
for  the  Arts.  The  attorney  made  some  mi¬ 
nor  suggestions,  and  then  Veltfort  final¬ 
ized  a  deal  with  Milkweed,  which  in¬ 
cluded  a  modest  advance  and  royalties 
arrangement. 

Veltfort  is  quite  pleased  with  the  way 
things  turned  out.  “Milkweed  has  been 
more  supportive  and  done  more  promo¬ 
tion  than  I  ever  expected,”  she  says. 


f  ^ 

ngeVs  Deli  Market 

^  Home-made  foods  to  take  out 


Rotisserie  Chicken 
Daily  Specials 
Delicious  Deli  Sandwiches 
Fine  Variety  of  Wine,  Beer  &  Liquor 


Sanchez  Street  writer  Ruhama  Veltfort, 
known  in  these  pages  for  her  recipe  column 
"Aunt  Hermione’s  Kitchen,”  recently  pub¬ 
lished  her  first  novel.  Photo  by  Najib  Joe  HakJm 


That  support  has  resulted  in  an  up¬ 
coming  book  tour,  including  radio  inter¬ 
views  and  appearances  at  bookstores 
around  the  country. 

In  retrospect,  anything  less  than  the  au¬ 
thor’s  current  success  might  have  been 
somewhat  of  a  surprise. 

Ruhama  Veltfort  was  bom  54  years  ago 
in  Gambridge,  Mass.,  to  Theodore  Velt¬ 
fort  and  Helene  Rank-Veltfort.  Her  father 
was  an  electrical  engineer  by  profession 
and  had  volunteered  with  the  Abraham 
Lincoln  Brigade  during  the  Spanish  Givil 
War.  Her  mother  was  a  psychologist 
whose  own  father  was  the  renowned  psy¬ 
choanalyst  Otto  Rank. 

Veltfort  never  knew  her  grandfather 
(he  died  in  1939),  but  one  of  Rank’s  pri¬ 
mary  tenets  influenced  her  novel.  Rank 
believed  that  neurosis  is  caused  by  the 
separation  that  occurs  during  the  trauma 
of  birth.  He  saw  many  expressions  in  hu¬ 
man  culture  and  folklore  of  man’s  life¬ 
long  effort  to  return  to  the  womb.  Velt¬ 
fort’s  theme  of  exile  and  redemption  is  an 
outgrowth  of  that  philosophy. 

The  Veltfort  family  moved  to  Palo  Alto 
in  1946  when  Ruhama  was  2  years  old, 
so  that  her  parents  could  attend  graduate 
school  at  Stanford  in  their  respective  fields. 

Veltfort  credits  her  father’s  love  of  lit¬ 
erature  and  wordplay  for  her  own  love  of 
reading  and  writing.  Like  him,  she  was  a 
self-taught  reader  at  an  early  age,  and  she 
fondly  recalls  going  to  the  Ghildren’s  Li¬ 
brary  in  Palo  Alto  for  story  hour.  Her 
childhood  favorites  still  spring  to  mind. 
“I  loved  dramatic  children’s  stories — Al¬ 
ice  in  Wonderland  and  Through  the  Look¬ 
ing  Glass,  The  Secret  Garden  [by  Frances 
Hodgson  Burnett],  and  Black  Beauty  [by 
Anna  Sewell].” 

Veltfort  read  D.T.  Suzuki ’s  Zen  Bud¬ 
dhism  in  the  eighth  grade,  which  con¬ 
tributed  to  an  enduring  interest  in  reli¬ 
gions.  But  during  high  school,  she  went 
through  a  rebellious  phase. 

“I  was  a  bad  girl,”  she  declares,  a  mis¬ 
chievous  smile  on  her  face.  “I  was  hang¬ 
ing  out  with  dirty  beamiks  who  lived  in 
cars,  with  names  like  Jerry  Garcia  and 
Robert  Hunter  [future  Grateful  Dead 
founders].” 

She  laughs  and  ^ds  that  she  used  to 
crash  parties  at  Ken  Kesey’s  house.  “He 
was  worried  about  getting  in  trouble  for 
having  underage  girls  around.  He’d  walk 
through  and  yell  at  us  to  get  out.” 

Veltfort  was  enjoying  the  Beat  scene, 
perhaps  a  little  too  much,  when  her  high 
school  principal  suggested  that  she  think 
more  seriously  about  her  future.  Veltfort 
did  just  that,  heading  off  to  Barnard  Gol- 
lege  in  New  York,  where  she  studied  an¬ 
thropology  and  Sanskrit. 

“My  fascination  with  eastern  religions 
and  linguistics  led  naturally  to  the  study 


Continued  on  Next  Page 


•  Catering  for  all  your  special  occasions  • 


‘DecentSer  Specials: 

Roasted  Chicken  (whole)  $4.99 
Large  Duraflame  Logs  (3  hours)  S2.39/$1  2.69  case 

Clos  Du  Bois  Chardonnay  750  ml  $8.99 
Fetzer  Eagle  Peak  Merlot  750  ml  $8.39 
Bogle  Chardonnay  750  ml  $6.99 
Beaulieu  Vineyards  Cabernet  Sauvignon  750  ml  $9.59 
Robert  Mondavi  Woodbridge  Sauvignon  Blanc  1.5  L  $10.29 
also  Chandon  Champagne 


Open  Monday  -  Saturday  7  am  -  1 0  pm 
Sunday  8  am  -  9  pm 

1649  Castro  at  26th  Street 

647-8309 


Bay  yoar  hulida)  cards  al 
JasI  For  Faa  aad  pcrsoaalur 
thcBi  ia  Jail  a  few  days! 

Pcfsonali/Hian  Chsfm 
S7  so  for  (he  la  2$  pKoei 
SS  SO  for  each  addmcna  ta  of  25 

No  SCI  ap  fee,  sev  eral  foal  cboiees 
aad  ((real  rotors! 


celebrate  the  HoUd 

just  for  fun! 


We  carry  everything  for  your  holiday  needs,  from 
unique  gifts,  toys  and  candles  to  unusual 
ornaments,  lights  and  decorations. 


Come  see  our  wonderful  collection  of 
Department  56  villages,  including 
pieces  from  Snow  Village, 
Dickens’  Village,  Northpole,  and 
Christmas  in  the  City. 


we  11  even  personahze  your  holiday  cards  and 
print  your  party  invitations. 


3982  24th  Street 
(415)  285-4068 
jff@sirius.com 

www.justforfun.invitations.com 
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rounlrv  Cooking  from  Around  (hr  World 


A  Ithough  the  physical  side  of  our  marriage  had  begun  so 
./jLawkwardly,  gradually  Yitzhak  and  I  grew  familiar  with  each 
other,  and  came  to  know  the  joy  that  the  Holy  One,  blessed  be 
He,  intended  for  all  his  creatures.  My  heart  began  to  fill  with 
wonder  that  there  was  another  human  being  in  the  world  who 
thought  and  felt  as  I  did,  who  also  preferred  the  company  of 
trees  to  the  loud  talk  and  laughter  of  village  social  life. 

He  was  kind  and  gentle  and  didn’t  tease  me  when  I  spoke  to 
our  horse  as  if  she  was  my  dearest  friend.  I  assumed  he  was  an 
orphan  like  myself.  He  never  talked  about  his  life  before  he  had 
come  to  our  village  except  when  he  mentioned  the  Cracower 
rebbe,  Shmuel  Salomon,  his  teacher.  And  sometimes  at  night  he 
woke  sweating  in  terror  from  a  nightmare  that  he  told  me  had 
been  with  him  since  childhood. 

From  The  Promised Landhy  Ruhama  Vcltfort  (Milkweed  Editions,  1998) 


"The  Rooster  makes 
people  from  all 
over  The  City 
Happy." 

—  Patricia  Unterman 
San  Francisco  Examiner 

Valencia  at  22nd  415-824-1222 

V _ / 


INTRODUCTORY 

SPECIAL! 

60  Days  for  60  Dollars 

(Unlimited  Use) 

•  Open  7  Days 

•  35  Classes  a  Week 

•  All  Types  of  Yoga 

•  All  Levels 

•  Childcare 


0  Castro  @  25th  Stree 

Call  for  more  info  (415)  970-9917 

www.yoqashala.com 


A  Novel  About 
Jews  on  the 
Oregon  TVail 

Continued  from  Previous  Page 

of  Sanskrit,  and  I’ve  had  a  constant  in¬ 
terest  in  anthropology,  especially  the  the¬ 
ory  of  culture  change,”  Veltfort  says. 

Readers  of  The  Promised  Land  will 
find  a  number  of  cultures  undergoing 
change  —  Poles,  Jews,  Christians,  Mor¬ 
mons,  African-American  slaves,  and  na¬ 
tive  Americans  among  them. 

After  college  Veltfort  returned  to  the 
Bay  Area,  and  she  has  lived  in  the  same 
house  on  Sanchez  Street  since  1971.  She 
has  two  children  from  an  early  marriage, 
Ben  and  Zena  Hitz,  now  28  and  25. 

Although  The  Promised  Land  is  Velt- 
fort’s  first  published  novel,  it  is  not  the 
only  one  she’s  written.  Her  first,  titled 
Passing  Through,  was  begun  when  Zena 
was  just  two  weeks  old. 

How  did  she  find  time  to  write?  “I  got 
up  early!”  Veltfort  exclaims.  (And  she 
means  early,  as  in  5  a.m.)  “That’s  when 
it’s  quiet  and  the  phone  doesn’t  ring.” 

Back  then,  Veltfort ’s  husband  was 
teaching  full-time,  and  for  a  while  they 
had  a  part-time  babysitter.  “But  it  was  still 
difficult  to  write  and  care  for  children,” 
she  says.  “Maybe  that’s  why  I  wrote  po¬ 
etry  —  it  required  a  shorter  attention 
span.”  (Veltfort  has  published  two  chap- 
books  of  poems:  Whispers  of  a  Dreamer 
[Hollow  Reed  Press]  and  Miles  on  the 
Bridge  [Wordrunner  ChapbooksJ). 

“I  also  raised  my  kids  to  be  indepen¬ 
dent,”  Veltfort  adds.  “There  are  simple 
childhood  experiences  —  things  like 


Do  you  want  to: 

Wake  Up  Happy  Monday  Morning? 
Be  Paid  What  You  Are  Worth? 
Have  Time  for  Yourself,  Family,  Friends? 


Clarify  Your  Ideal  Career 

Transform  Your  Dreams 
Into  Reality 

Small  groups/individual  sessions 

Deborah  Gavrin  Frangquist 
Life  Purpose  and  Career  (Consultant 

free  telephone  consultation 

415-642-0225 


scraping  your  knee,  or  losing  a  nice 
jacket,  or  getting  into  a  fight — that  kids 
should  be  able  to  experience  on  their  own. 
When  every  decision  is  made  for  them, 
children  don’t  gain  the  self-confidence 
they  need  in  today’s  world.” 

While  Veltfort  was  fostering  indepien- 
dence  in  her  children,  she  was  develop¬ 
ing  in  her  first  novel  the  themes  that 
would  become  central  to  The  Promised 
Land  25  years  later.  “Passing  Through  is 
set  in  the  ’60s,  ’70s,  and  ’80s,”  says  Velt¬ 
fort,  “and  it’s  about  finding  truth  and 
peace  within  yourself,  rather  than  in  out¬ 
side  things.” 

The  idea  for  The  Promised  Land  blos¬ 
somed  while  Veltfort  was  doing  some  re¬ 
search  on  the  pioneering  days  of  the 
American  West.  “I  was  intrigued  by  the 
Mormons,  who  had  unusual,  separatist 
beliefs,”  she  says.  “They  took  their  vision 
of  Zion  to  the  right  place  at  the  right  time 
— the  wide  open  American  West — rather 
than  becoming  marginalized.” 

Veltfort  saw  parallels  with  the  perse¬ 
cution  of  Jews  who  emigrated  from  Eu¬ 
rope  and  ended  up  on  the  Oregon  Trail  in 
the  1840s.  Toward  the  end  of  The 
Promised  Land,  Yitzhak  and  Ghana  en¬ 
counter  some  Mormon  settlers  who  play 
a  pivotal  role  in  their  fate. 

While  Veltfort  is  Jewish  by  birth,  a  sec¬ 
ular  upbringing  encouraged  an  openness 
to  other  religions.  Her  novel’s  central 
characters  could  have  been  of  a  different 
faith,  but  Veltfort  found  that  her  theme  of 
exile  and  return  was  more  deeply  devel¬ 
oped  in  Jewish  tradition. 

“But  this  story  is  not  only  for  and  about 
Jews,”  says  Veltfort.  “It’s  for  anyone  who’s 
ever  felt  alienated  or  exiled  from  home.” 

Veltfort  herself  has  no  intention  of  be¬ 
coming  an  exile  like  the  characters  in  The 
Promised  Land.  “Where  would  I  go?”  she 
asks  rhetorically.  “San  Francisco  has  such 
a  vibrant  mix  of  people  and  cultures,  and 
I’ve  been  blessed  to  live  in  a  neighbor¬ 
hood  with  so  many  artists  and  writers.  I 
love  it  in  Noe  Valley!” 

Clearly,  Veltfort  is  here  to  stay,  and 
she’s  hard  at  work  on  a  number  of  proj¬ 
ects.  She’s  writing  a  series  of  pieces  she 
calls  a  “heavily  fictionalized”  memoir; 
she’s  in  the  midst  of  final  editing  for  Aunt 
Hermione’s  Kitchen,  a  spiral-bound  col¬ 
lection  of  her  Voice  recipes  due  out  this 
spring;  she’s  seeking  a  publisher  for  that 
“first”  novel.  Passing  Through;  and  she’s 
preparing  for  her  book  tour. 

Veltfort  also  continues  to  offer  free¬ 
lance  editing  services  and  astrology  read¬ 
ings,  and  she  works  half-time  for  a  pub¬ 
lic  interest  law  firm  downtown. 

Otherwise,  she’s  not  busy  at  all.  □ 

Ruhama  Veltfort  will  sign  copies  and  read 
passages  from  The  Promised  Land  at 
Cover  to  Cover  Booksellers  on  Saturday, 
Dec.  5,  beginning  at  2:30p.m.  Further  in¬ 
formation  about  her  novel  and  book  tour 
is  available  online  at  Milkweed  Editions' 
web  site  (www.milkweed.org). 
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1998 

Reader 

Wrap-up 

This  is  it  our  last  presentation  of 
your  travel  snapshots  for  the  year. 
Thanks  for  keeping  us  informed  of 
your  whereabouts.  We’re  off  to  do  a 
bit  of  trekking  ourselves,  but  we’ll  be 
back  to  check  the  mail  in  January  and 
will  feature  more  of  you,  dear  read¬ 
ers,  in  our  February  1999  issue. 


Irene  Atsumi  in  Zermatt,  Switzerland, 
with  the  Matterhorn  in  the  background. 


Felix  Arts  and  Gloria  Miyashiro  at  a  canal  in  Delft,  The  Netherlands. 


Madeline  Miakava  took  her  son  Luke  to  his  summer  job  in  the  Sierras  and  brought 
along  something  to  help  with  a  campfire. 


YOU  GOTTA  SMOG  IT! 


So  Smog  it  Here  and  SAVE  MONEY! 


75 

Plus  $8.25  Certificate 


REG.  ^30^ 


Certificate 


DAN’S  SMOG  &  AUTO  SERVICE 
3865-24th  St.  282-1552 
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Increase  Employee  Satisfaction 

with  Blue  Cross’  New  Employee  Elect  Program. 

Each  employee  can  choose  from; 

•  3  HMO’s  •  4  PPO’s  •  4  Dental  Plans  •  2  MSA’s 

•  Affordable  •  Easy  to  Administer  •  Large  Provider  Networks 


Call:  Bill  Hannant  (415)  647-7012 

Authorized  Agent  CA  License  072323 1 

Hannant  Insurance  Services 
Serving  San  Francisco  Businesses  and  Individuals  since  1989 


Blue  Cross  of  California 


Blue  Cnm  ot  Cafetoma  sm  independent  icemtr  of  me  Bkje 
Cross  Assocobon  •  i$  e  reQfSttred  rnerti  of  the  9kjt  Cnm 
Associahon  Medcai  and  dental  plans  horn  Bhie  Cract  of 
CaMomta  andfor  BC  Lilt  &  Health  mturmce 


Noe  Valley 

CONSIGNMENT 

New  &  Used 
Contemporary  Clothing 

Consignment  Hours 

Sun  -  Fri  Noon  -  3:30 

•  Huge  selection  of 
Cashmere 

•  New  Samples 

•  Large  Selection  of 
New  Sterling  Silver 
Jewelry 

We  buy  Vintage 

Mon-Sun  12-7 


1302  Castro  Street  (at  2-4^^) 
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IVe  Use  Kodak's  Best  Photographic  Paper 

•  Color  Film  Processing  -  One  Hour  Service 

•  Copy  Old  Photos  &  Wedding  Photography 
•  Passport,  Green  Card  and  Visa  Photos 

•  Prints  from  Slides  and  Negatives 

Black  &  White  Developing 
Photo  Mugs 

Keys  Made  •  Fax  Service 

4077  24th  Street  (next  to  the  Post  Office) 
(415)  824-7318  •  fax  (415)  824-0848 

Open  Monday  -  Friday  9  am  -  6:30  pm 
Sat.  10  am  -  6:30  pm  •  Sun.  10  am  -  5  pm 

Convenient  24  Hour  Film  Box  at  the  Front  Door 


J 


Q 


T 


D 


'Now  under  new  ownership 


Noe  Valley  Tien  Fu 

BAR  &  RESTAURANT 


Delicious  Chinese  Specialties 
Open  for  Lunch  and  Dinner  Daily 

Take  Out  Si  Free  Delivery  Available 

OPEN  DAILY,  1 1  AM-1 1  PM 
3945  24th  Street  282-9502  •  282-6688 
Across  from  Bell  Market 


HI 


□ 


ZI 
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THE  NOE  VALLEY  MUSIC  SERIES 

at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  •  1021  Sanchez  near  23rd 
AM  ages  «»«tconw!  •  ALL  CONCERTS  BEGIN  AT  8:15  PM  •  (415)  454-5238  tor  information 


Fri.  Dec.  4  2nd  Anniversary  SF  Song  Cycle  with 
AMY  RIGBY,  ANN  DYER, 

JAMES  ARMSTRONG  i  Guests  $iemivV2door 

Sat.  Dec.  5  Michael  manring/larry  kassin 

TOM  DARTER  $i}tar/Ti4aoor 

Sat.  Dec.  12  A  19  A  Chanukah  Celebration  with  the 

SAN  FRANCISCO  KLEZMER  EXPERIENCE 
and  JOSH  KORNBLUTH  sistuv/vsnm 


Sat.  Jan.  16  box  SET  Acoustic  Duo  ti4mi,/tis<iocr  ^ 

Sat.  Jan.  30  omar  SOSA  &  john  santos 

Seniors  (over  65)  and  children  (under  12 )  $2  off. advance  ticket  price;  available  at  door  only 

Advance  tickets  are  available  at  Streetlight  Records,  3979  24th  Street 


Michael  MANnma 


General  Dentistry 

for  Adults  and  Children 

Cosmetic  Dentistry 
Evening  and  Saturday  Appointments 
Insurance  Plans  Welcomed 


Sylvia  Jimenez,  d.d.s.  Cynthia  Tong,  d.d.s.  Steven  Czekala,  d.d.s. 

4162  24th  Street  647-6000 


URBAN 
CELLARS 

Your  Neighborhood  Wine  Shop 

A  large  selection  of  fine  Domestic  ahd  Imported  Wines 
A/so  Beer  and  Spirits 

Open  7  Days 


Monday  -  Thursday  10  AM  - 10  PM 
Friday  &  Saturday  10  AM  - 11  PM 
Sunday  10  AM -9  PM 

3821  24th  Street  near  Church 

415-824-2300 

www.urbancellars.com 


U  S  i  c  S  i  r] 

L  ^  'p 

11  / 


COMMUNITY 


USIC-CENTER 


LEARN  TO  MAKE  MUSIC! 

Private  lessons  in  29  instruments  •  Theory  Classes  •  Performing  Ensembles 
All  Ages  &  Skill  Levels  •  Fees  on  Sliding  Scale 

415/647  6015  FOR  A  FREE  CATALOG  CALL  NOW  415/221-4515 
544  Capp  St  Richmond  District  Branch 

San  Francisco  CA  94110  741  -aOtfi  Ave 

www.sfmusic.org  San  Francisco,  CA  94121 


NOE'S  BAR 

Noe  Valleys  Original  Sports  Bar 


Satellite 

Dish! 


Seven 

Screens! 


Located  at  the  comer  of  24th  &  Church 
Come  cheer  on  the  49ers  with  us! 

282-4007 


UPSTAGEYOURSELF! 


% 


Acting  for  Beginners 

i  Learn  the  basics  of  acting  in  a  safe  &  supportive  environment 
.  BuiW  self-esteem,  confidence  &  the  ability  to  speak  in  public 

\  Thursdays,  January  14  -  March  4  •  6:30-e:30PM  ^ 


Improvisation  Games 

.  Regain  the  sense  of  play  &  spontaneity  you  lost  as  a  kid 
•  Free  your  body,  lose  your  inhibitions  &  express  your  true  nature 
Saturdays,  January  16  -  March  6  •  11:OOam-1:OOPM 


Classes  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry 
Additional  classes  &  locations  available.  For  info: 


Call  ACT  1  @41  5*824*ACT1 
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Ferreting  Out 
Family  Day  Care 
In  Noe  Valley 

By  Alison  Pence 

My  son,  now  14  months,  is  interested 
in  socializing.  So,  even  though  I  knew  it 
would  be  hard  to  leave  him  in  the  hands 
of  another,  this  fall  I  began  a  search  for 
licensed  family  day  care  within  walking 
distance  of  my  Noe  Valley  home. 

What  is  family  day  care?  It’s  the  care 
of  children  by  a  person  in  her  or  his  home. 
To  be  licensed  by  the  state,  family  day 
care  providers  must  pass  a  background 
check  and  be  certified  in  first-aid  and  CPR. 
They  also  must  follow  strict  rules  on  the 
number  and  ages  of  children  they  take  care 
of.  In  my  case,  I  was  looking  for  homes 
that  would  take  kids  under  2  years  old. 

My  first  step  was  contacting  the  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Council  of  San  Francisco,  a  non¬ 
profit  advocacy  group  founded  in  Noe 
Valley  more  than  25  years  ago.  The  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Council  operates  a  free  referral  ser¬ 
vice  at  243-0  111,  and  will  match  your  zip 
code  to  its  listings  and  give  you  the  num¬ 
bers  of  licensed  providers  over  the  phone. 
The  group  also  has  a  resource  room  at 
2601  Mission  St.  (Suite  600),  where  you 
can  go  for  information.  Hours  are  9  to  4, 
Monday  through  Thursday  (but  please 
call  ahead  for  an  appointment). 

In  addition,  the  Children’s  Council 
gives  free  workshops  on  “Choosing  Child 
Care.’’  The  workshops — call  to  preregis¬ 
ter — take  place  on  the  second  Tuesday  of 
the  month  at  the  Council’s  downtown  of¬ 
fice,  575  Sutter  St. 

After  calling  this  group,  I  received  a 
large  packet  in  the  mail  on  how  to  scout 
for  child  care.  I  then  checked  out  another 
organization.  Care  Guide,  which  provides 
a  phone  referral  service  (474-1278),  as 
well  as  a  web  site  (www.careguide.net). 

After  reviewing  the  information  and 
materials,  I  was  sorry  to  see  that  there 
were  almost  no  listings  in  Noe  Valley  for 
the  kind  of  day  care  I  wanted. 

“In  the  94114  zip  code,  we  have  only 
five  listings  for  family  day  care  right  now, 
and  they’re  full,”  says  Gladys  Lopiez,  re¬ 
ferral  specialist  at  the  Children’s  Council. 


“Unfortunately,  Glen  Park  is  the  same.” 

The  reason  family  day  care  is  so  pop¬ 
ular,  she  adds,  is  that  “usually  the  hours 
and  days  are  more  flexible  than  at  the  cen¬ 
ters.  AI.SO,  fees  are  often  negotiable.” 

Since  the  Noe  Valley  daycares  all  have 
long  waiting  lists,  they  rarely  need  to  ad¬ 
vertise  their  services.  Most  are  not  even 
in  the  phone  book. 

This  convinced  me  that  my  best  re¬ 
source  would  be  “word  of  mouth.” 

In  fact,  I  got  most  of  my  leads  by  talk¬ 
ing  to  parents  at  the  Noe  Valley  Library 
lapsits  (Wednesdays  at  7  p.m.),  the  Tiny 
Tots  program  at  Douglass  Playground,  or 
Kids ’Gym  at  Upper  Noe  Recreation  Cen¬ 
ter  on  Day  near  Sanchez. 

The  bulletin  boards  at  Kids’  Gym  and 
at  Peek-a-Boutique  ( 1 306  Castro  St.)  of¬ 
fered  some  helpful  listings  too,  but  I 
found  that  they  were  usually  for  daycares 
out  of  the  area. 

I  also  discovered  that  Natural  Re¬ 
sources,  the  childbirth  center  at  1 307  Cas¬ 
tro  St.,  has  two  large  binders;  one  for 
“Child  Care  Provided/Share  Care”  and 
another  for  “Child  Care  Wanted.”  The 


store  has  a  form  to  fill  out  for  people  who 
want  to  be  listed.  And  there  is  no  fee. 

There  is  one  drawback,  however:  The 
“Child  Care  Provided”  book  lists  very  few 
licensed  providers  and  is  so  large  it  will 
take  you  a  whole  morning  to  go  through. 
Most  listings  are  for  individuals  who 
would  like  a  nanny  position,  so  if  that’s 
what  you’re  after,  go  for  it.  Parents  should 
also  note  that  more  options  exist  for  those 
who  want  to  go  to  Bernal  Heights,  Dia¬ 
mond  Heights,  or  the  Mission  District. 

Because  of  the  young  age  of  my  child 
and  because  I  do  not  need  full-time  care. 
Natural  Resources  suggested  that  a  play 
group  or  share-care  group  might  work 
best  for  me.  Joining  a  family  co-op,  where 
several  families  take  turns  watching  all 
the  children  in  the  group,  is  another  pos¬ 
sibility.  These  groups  often  put  notices  on 
the  bulletin  boards  or  link  up  via  the  lap- 
sit  network. 

Last  month  my  husband,  son,  and  1 
joined  a  play  group  on  our  block  with  four 
other  families.  (We  also  made  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  attend  more  lapsits!) 

So  all  my  research  wouldn’t  go  to 


waste,  however,  I  put  together  a  table  list¬ 
ing  some  of  the  preschools  recommended 
by  parents  and  child  care  advocates  I’d 
met  along  the  way  (see  below). 

The  table  shows  rates  and  hours  as  of 
November  1998.  I  have  not  included  de¬ 
tails  such  as  after-hours  services,  the  ra¬ 
tio  of  kids  to  adults,  and  the  meals  of¬ 
fered.  Also,  the  fees  and  minimum  ages 
could  vary,  depending  on  the  slots  avail¬ 
able  and  the  hours  you  need. 

Many  of  the  more  established  daycares 
offer  two,  three,  or  four  days  per  week,  or 
half  days.  But  they  may  be  starting  to  fill 
up  for  1999. 

“It  is  not  too  early  to  apply  for  next  year 
[September],”  says  Kim  Hughes  of  Rain¬ 
bow  Family  Child  Care. 

She  adds  that  parents  can  be  very  dis¬ 
appointed  if  they  find  that  their  first 
choice  for  day  care  is  already  booked  up. 
They  end  up  placing  their  child  at  the  last 
minute  with  anyone  who  has  room. 

Searching  now  will  allow  you  to  visit 
and  compare  the  services  offered  and  to 
make  the  best  choice  for  your  child. 

Good  luck!  Q 


A  Peek  at  Local  Day  Care  Centers 

Last  month,  I  did  a  phone  survey  of  Noe  Valley  homes  and  preschools  offering  licensed  day  care.*  If  you  need  more 
information,  call  the  day  care  center  you’re  interested  in.  But  please  respect  the  caregivers’  privacy  by  calling  during 
regular  business  hours.  Also  note  that  all  daycares  require  an  appointment  before  visiting  their  facility.  — Alison  Pence 

For  Irrfants  and  Toddlers 

Name 

Contact 

Pbonc 

Address 

Min.  Afe 

Hours 

Rate 

Debra  King  School 

Debra  King 

641-1950 

26th  &  Church 

18  mos 

8-6 

$800/iiw 

Diamond  Street  Day  Care 

Ellen  Wood 

648-4123 

625  Diamond  St. 

3  mos 

8-5:30 

$l80/wk 

Katherine  Michiels  School 

Kate  Brickley 

821-1434 

1335  Guerrero  St. 

3  mos 

7-6 

$950/mo 

Kids’  All  Around  Day  Care 

Araceli  Rodriguez 

824-2403 

Local 

Infants 

8-5:30 

Variable 

Rainbow  Family  Child  Care 

Kim  Hughes 

641-5288 

26th  &  Church 

18  mos 

8-6 

$5/hr,  $175/wk 

With  Care  Child  Care 

Dr.  Kathleen  Albert 

550-7527 

50  Fair  Oaks  St. 

2  weeks 

8-5 

$7.75-$8.75/hr 

For  Children  Older  Than  2 

Name 

Contact 

Phone 

Address 

Min.  Afe 

Hours 

Rate 

Eureka  Learning  Center 

Leslie  Banta 

821-3422 

464  Diamond  Sl 

2  '/i  yrs 

9-6 

$675/mo 

Katherine  Michiels  School 

Katharine  Michiels 

821-1434 

1 335  Guerrero  St 

2  yrs 

7-6 

$750/mo 

Noe  Valley  Nursery  School 

Nina  Youkelson 

647-2278 

1021  SaiKhezSt. 

2  '/z  yrs 

9-12:30 

$  160/week 

Timothy  Mouse  House 

Valerie  Valdez 

282-0215 

601  Diamond  St 

2  yrs 

8-7 

$795/ino 

Treehouse  Preschool 

Susie  Williams 

641-8867 

Fountain  &  24th 

2  yrs 

8-6 

$700/mo 

Wind  in  the  Willows 

Pat  O’Connor 

285-5510 

1444  Church  Sl 

2 '/z  yrs 

Half  days 

$415/nK) 

Peppertiee  Day  Care  &  Preschool 

Ann  Fcalf 

282-5650 

4333  23rd  St. 

2  yrs 

7:30-  5:30  $700/ nro 

*Th€S€  listings  are  provided  as  a  public  service,  and  do  not  guarantee  licensing 

by  the  slate.  Nor  do  they  imply  endorsement  by  the  Noe  Valley  Voice. 

Katherine 
Michiels 

School  Lie.  #380-50-4523 

A  well  balanced  program  of  academic  education,  creative  shared 
play,  and  structured  activities — an  active  school  experience  for 
growing  children. 

AGES  3  MONTHS  TO  8  YEARS 

Infants-Preschool-Pre-K  •  Kindergarten-First  and  Second  Grade 
Daycare  7:00  am  to  6:00  pm  •  Evening  care  2:00  pm  to  Midnight 

(415)  821-1434  ext.  11 

Katherine  Michiels  •  1335  Guerrero  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 


Kindergarten 
Open  House 

Saint  Philip's  School 

665  Elizabeth  Street  (near  24th  and  Diamond  Streets) 

In  the  Heart  of  Noe  Valley 

Friday,  December  11, 1998  3:(X)  pm  to  4:00  pm 

Open  Enrollment  Children  of  all  religions  and 
ethnic  backgrounds  are  welcome 

Curriculum  Highlights  Science  Program  and  Lab, 

PE  Specialist,  Choral  Music,  On-Site  Counselor 

Extended  Care  On-site  extended  care  is  available 
for  students  in  the  morning  beginrung  at  6:30  am 
and  in  the  afternoon  until  6  pm. 

Accreditation  WASC 

Saint  Philip's  graduates  hold  excellent  records  of  acceptance 
to  the  high  school  of  their  choice  such  as  St.  Ignatius,  Sacred 
Heart-Cathedral,  Immaculate  Conception  Academy,  Riordan, 

Lick  Wilmerding,  and  Lowell. 

Stephen  Farren,  Principal  •  Fr.  Michael  Healy,  Pastor  415/824-8467 
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NOE  VALLEY  MINISTRY 

Presbyterian  Church,  USA 

102 1  Sanchez  Street  at  23rd  Street  282-2317 

Open  Choir:  9:30  -  10:15  a.m. 

Sunday  Worship:  10:30  a.m.  Childcare  provided 


Special  Advent  Evensong  -  Sunday,  Dec.  1 3 
Bring  pies  to  share  at  6  p.m.  Caroling  at  7  p.m. 

Greening  of  the  Church 
Sunday,  December  20,  10:30  a.m. 

CHRISTMAS  EVE  Service  with  Reverend  Kelsey 
Thursday,  December  24  at  7  p.m. 

CHRISTMAS  DAY  Communion  with  Reverend  Kelsey 
Friday,  December  25  at  10  a.m. 

NEW  YEAR’S  EVE  Meditiation 
Thursday,  December  3  I  at  7  p.m. 

"Letting  Go  the  Old  Year  -  Ringing  in  the  New" 

Our  new  pastor,  Reverend  Keenan  Kelsey,  will  join  us  full  time  starting  on 
Sunday,  January  1 0.  Please  help  us  welcome  her  to  Noe  Valley. 


mmt 


A  FUN  PLACE  TO  VISIT 


•fine  arts  and  crafts  from 
Morocco,  Mexico,  India 
&  other  far  away  places, 
•handmade  carpets  from 
Afghanistan. 

•  hand  woven  fabrics  from 
Guatemala. 

•antique  and  new  furniture. 

All  our  pieces  are  carefully  selected 
to  insure  quality  and  craftsmanship. 
They  are  colorful,  unique  and  fun. 

746  Diamond  /  24th  St. 
643-0980  open  daily 


December  Calendar  of  Events 


Golden  Gate 


Metropolitan  Community  Church 


1508  Church  Street 

San  Francisco,  California  94131 

(415)  642-0294 

email:  ggmcc@ricochet.net 

Sunday  Worship  10:30  am 
Children’s  Church  10:30  am 


•  First  four  Wednesdays;  Advent 
Evensong  at  6:30  pm 

•  Saturday  6th:  Holiday  Craft  Faire, 
all  day.  For  kids  of  all  ages. 
Homemade  crafts! 

•  Thurday  24th:  Christmas  Eve 
Celebration  at  7:00  pm,  with 
lessons  and  carols. 

•  Friday  25th;  Christmas  Celebration 
and  Potiuck  Lunch  at  10:30  am. 


4^  St.  Agnes  invites  you  to  ^ 
“Come  Home  for  Christmas” 

Jesuit  Fathers 


We,  the  people  of  St.  Agnes  are  an  urban  community,  rich  in  diversity 
of  young  and  old,  straight  and  gay,  married,  single,  and  divorced; 

we  speak  many  languages  and  come  from  different  lands. 

We  are  a  rainbow  of  colors,  yet  we  stand  united  in  our  shared  faith. 


If  you  are  an  inaaive  Catholic,  searching  for  a  relationship  with  God, 
or  have  been  hurt  in  the  name  of  Christ  in  the  past,  “come  and  see”  how  we 
worship  together  and  strive  to  live  the  Gospel  call  to  love  in  our  daily  lives. 


Advent  Reconciliation  Service 

Thursday,  December  17  at  7:30  pm 

Birth  of  the  Lord  (Christmas)  Children’s  Mass 
Childrens  Choir 

Thursday,  December  24  at  5:00  pm 

Birth  of  the  Lord  (Christmas  Celebration 
Carols  with  Choir  and  Brass 
Thursday,  December  24  at  10:00  pm 

Birth  of  the  Lord  (Christmas  Day) 

Friday,  December  25  at  8:30  and  10:00  am 
There  will  be  no  6:00  pm  Mass 


1025  Masonic  Avenue 

Between  Page  and  Oak  Streets 

415-487-8360 


Parking  lot  entrance  on  Oak  Street 
Additional  Parking  at 
John  Adams  G)mmunity  Center 
Masonic  Avenue  at  Hayes  Street 
(2.5  blocks  from  St.  Agnes  Church) 


pf  MUSICALTHEATRE  W0RKS% 

>  Aha-St^oo!  Aodonr  *  falormma  Coovair  ; 

m  -San  Francisco- 

★  BROADWAY  MUSICAL  PRODUCTIONS  ★ 
Musical  Theatre  Rehersals,  Acting  &  Voice  Lesson  Classes 

For  information,  please  call; 
Carolyn  Schwartz,  Director 

(415)  641-5988 

Cr.ides2-  12 

tJ}.  fBcuHs/i 

a  community  uniting  para  el  sigh  21 

1086  Guerrero  Street 
(415)  824-4232 

We  welcome  you 
to  be  with  us 
at  Christmas 
and  throughout  the  year. 

SCHEDULE  OF  SERVICES: 

Christmas  Etx: 

Children's  Liturgy  5:00  pm 
Misa  en  Espanol  9:00  pm 
Midnight  Mass  12:00  am 

Christmas  Day: 

Mass  in  English  at  9  am 


1298  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
642-1556 
or  282-8445 

9  am- 6  pm 
Monday-  Saturday 

Closed  Sunday 

Come  see 

Jerry,  Stephanie  &  Mike 


HOLY 

INNOCENTS 
EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH 

The  Annual  Do-It-Yourself,  Everyone  Participate 
Neighborhood  Christmas  Pageant 
Wednesday,  December  16  at  6:00  pm 


Christmas  Eve,  Thursday,  December  24: 

Family  Service  at  5:00  pm 
A  shorter  service  for  families  and  children 


Festival  Eucharist  at  1 1 :00  pm 

The  formal  service  of  Christmas.  Carols  by  the  Choir  of  Holy  Innocents,  10:30  pm 

Christmas  Day,  Friday,  December  25: 

Eucharist  with  Carols  at  1 1  ;00  am 

455  Fair  Oaks  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110  415-824-5142 
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Kenny  Okagaki,  Grace  Hauser,  and  Jinhe  Weber  are  waiting  to  get  the  nod  from  Santa  and 
his  reindeer  to  donate  a  toy  to  a  needy  child.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


ICid^’ 

Pic\s 


Ws  Better  to  Give 
Than  to  Receive 

By  Dodie  Hamblen 

“Too  crazy!”  and  “Too  much  useless 
junk!”  are  phrases  uttered  again  and  again 
when  parents  talk  about  the  holidays. 

“My  kids  get  all  this  stuff,  and  then 
they  don’t  even  play  with  it,”  says  one 
frustrated  Noe  Valley  mom.  “We  spend 
Christmas  Day  in  a  blizzard  of  wrapping 
paper.” 

So  how  do  you  combat  the  “I  wants” 
and  “gimme,  gimmes”?  One  way  is  to  start 
a  family  tradition  of  charitable  giving. 

Collect  Toys  for  Tots 

A  gift-giving  tradition  you  and  your 
kids  can  easily  support  is  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Fire  Fighters  Toy  Program.  Now  in 
its  49th  year,  this  volunteer-run,  nonprofit 
organization  of  active  and  retired  fire¬ 
fighters  distributed  toys  to  more  than 
42,000  children  last  season.  The  group 
accepts  toys  for  boys  and  girls  through 
age  1 1  at  neighborhood  fire  stations 
throughout  the  city. 

“We  get  a  pretty  good  response  at  Sta- 
Uion  11  [26th  and  Church],”  says  fire¬ 
fighter  Melissa  Lerma,  who  coordinates 
the  event.  “A  lot  of  the  firefighters  really 
get  involved.  Parents  bring  their  kids  in 
when  they  drop  off  the  toys,  and  the  guys 
say,  ‘Hey,  that’s  great  you’re  giving  some¬ 
body  else  a  toy,’  and  then  they’ll  show  the 
kids  around  the  station.  It’s  a  nice  little  rit¬ 
ual  for  families.  My  kids  have  learned  a 
lot  about  giving  from  the  program.” 

From  now  until  Santa’s  arrival,  you’re 
invited  to  bring  unwrapped  new,  or  gen¬ 
tly  used  toys  to  either  of  our  local  fire  sta¬ 
tions,  located  at  3880  26th  St.  (between 
Church  and  Dolores)  or  100  Hoffman 
Ave.,  at  Alvarado.  Or  call  558-3555  for  a 
list  of  other  donation  sites. 

Share  Your  Storybooks 

Here’s  another  idea:  Give  books  to 
needy  children.  The  Children’s  Book 
Project  collects  new  and  used  children’s 
books  for  schools,  shelters,  and  day  care 
programs  throughout  the  Bay  Area.  Since 
it  began  in  1992,  the  organization  has  col¬ 
lected  over  100,000  books. 

Founder  Vicki  Pollack,  a  reading  spe¬ 
cialist  who  operates  the  program  from  the 
basement  of  her  Bernal  Heights  home, 
says,  “We  give  out  books  throughout  the 
year,  but  we  give  out  more  books  at  this 
time  of  year  for  Christmas  gifts.  We  get 
them  through  book  drives  at  schools  and 
other  places,  but  we’ve  also  had  people 


collect  books  at  their  holiday  parties.” 

The  organization  has  also  started  using 
collection  containers.  “Lxxjk  for  our  blue 
collection  bags  at  shops  along  24th 
Street,”  says  Pollack.  The  Terra  Mia  pot¬ 
tery  studio,  Starbucks,  Juice-It,  and  the 
Real  Food  Company  are  among  the  local 
drop-off  spots. 

Call  Pollack  at  647-2042  to  find  out 
other  ways  to  help  with  the  project. 

Adopt  a  Family 

“The  holidays  are  a  real  dilemma  for 
families  in  our  culture,”  says  Pat  O’Con¬ 
nor,  director  of  Wind  in  the  Willows 
preschool  at  1444  Church  St. 

But  every  December,  in  an  effort  to 
help  those  in  need,  her  preschool  adopts 
a  family  through  Talk  Line,  a  program  of 
the  San  Francisco  Child  Abuse  Preven¬ 
tion  Center.  Families  of  children  who  at¬ 
tend  Wind  in  the  Willows  donate  toys, 
clothes,  and  food  to  their  adopted  family 
at  Christmas. 

“We’ve  been  doing  this  for  10  years, 
and  it’s  been  very  well  received,”  says 
O’Connor.  “We  collect  70  to  80  presents, 
plus  food.  Our  families  are  a  wonderful 
resource.  They  participate  in  the  spirit  of 
giving,  and  that  fosters  the  idea  of  giving 
in  their  children. 

“Talk  Line  is  a  wonderful  service,” 
O’Connor  adds.  In  addition  to  a  crisis  hot¬ 
line  (441 -KIDS),  Talk  Line  offers  coun¬ 
seling  and  child  care  for  stressed-out  par¬ 
ents  who  need  a  break.  For  information 
about  the  program,  call  Anita  Moran  at 
387-3684. 

O’Connor,  who’s  directed  Wind  in  the 
Willows  for  1 1  years,  also  has  some  tips 
for  creating  pleasant  holiday  memories. 
“Kids  really  want  the  gift  of  your  time. 
Create  your  own  celebrations  and  rituals, 
like  singing  and  baking  cookies,”  she 
suggests.  “Try  to  do  something  non¬ 
material  that  has  lasting  value  and  can  be 
added  to  from  year  to  year.  By  the  time 
kids  are  3  or  4,  you  can  introduce  the  idea 
of  giving  to  those  who  are  less  fortunate.” 

And  you  might  want  to  remind  your 
kids  of  this  maxim:  The  best  things  in  life 
are  not  things.  Happy  holidays!  □ 


SANTAS  HELPERS 

Too  Busy  to  Shop? 

Let  Santa's  Helpers 
give  you  a  hand! 

Shop  •  Wrap  •  Assemble 

Reasonable  Rates 
Located  in  Noe  Valley 
285-3414 


We  would  like  to  extend  our 
warmest  holiday  wishes  and  a 
big  thanks  for  your  year-round 
support.  Without  you,  we'd  be 
just  another  kid's  store! 


little  bean  sprouts 


Noe  Valley 

3961  A  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  Ca  94114 

415-550-1668 

Mon-Sat  10  am  to  7  pm 
Sunday  11  am  to  6  pm 


Since  1973 

Tsychotfierapy 

Synergy 

School 

Now  Accepting  Applications 

for  All  Grades 

Individual  &  Couples 

Grades  K  -  8 

Counseling 

Small  Classes 

Adults  -  Children  -  Teens 

Challenging  Academics 

Multi-Cultural 

with  arudatyi  ftepraaMon, 

Innovative  Programs 

atiwM  raduction. 

Extended  Care 

Improv*  CoirmiMMCJdioti 

567-6177 

18  years  experience 

Noe  Valley  Office 

975  Grove  St.  near  Steiner 
moving  to  Valencia  and 

Lori  Feldman,  LCSW 

25th  St.  in  Fall  ‘99 

415-709-2799 

LCS9406 

Every  disposable  diaper 
ever  used  by  every  baby 
in  the  world  since  the 
very  first  one  was  ever 
sold  (1963)  still  exists 
somewhere  on  this 
planet.  That's  something 
to  think  about. 

[)y»Dee  Wash  supplies 
soft  natural  cotton 
diapers  —  comfortable, 
affordable,  reusable/ 
recyclable  for  your  baby 
and  your  baby's  future. 


761-4445 
Cotton  Diaper  Service 

DY*DEE 

WA@H 


l\loe  Valley  Cleaners 

Now  UNDER  NEW  OWNERSHIP 

Shao  Ling  Kao 

(owrwr  of  Big  Discount  Cleaners 
in  the  Noe  Valley  Mall) 

^  Newly  Remodeled  ☆ 
^  Reasonable  Prices  ☆ 
☆  Good  Service  "sir 
☆  Clean  Environment  'sir 


10°o  Off  All  Drycieaming 
BEFOFtE  9  AM 


4!I9  2911)  Sired  ai  Noe 

282-5775 

Open  Monday  -  Saturday 


40  The  Noe  Villey  Voice  •  December  I998/Januai7  1999 


St.  Philip's 
Church 

Diamond  &  Elizabeth  Streets 

282-0141 

(jurist/// as  Jerca'ses 

(j/insf//ias  Sot 

Confessions,  3:30  -  4:30  pm 

Family  Mass  at  5:00  pm*  and  Midnight 

C>/in&imas 

Masses:  Same  as  on  Sunday:  7:30,  8:45,  and  10:00  am; 
11:15  AM  in  Spanish,  and  12:00  pm 

*Fulftlls  the  following  day's  obligation 

Ga/ne  G/irtstmas/ 


Miss  being  with  family  f©r  the  helidaysf* 

Ceme  be  a  part  ©f  ©urs! 

Bethany  Church:  A  Rainb©w  family  ©f  faith! 

Cerainunity  Christmas  Cenegrt  and  Dinner 
Potluck  dinner  at  5pm — Concert  at  6pm  j 

Christraas  Eve: 

5pm:  A  service  ol  wonder  for  the  Child  in  all  of  us 

11pm:  Traditional  Ccindlelight  Ser\ Ice 

Christtnas  Day  Celebratien  and  Lunch:  Hare 

Bethany  United  Methodist  Church  1268  Sanchez  @  Clipper 
The  Rev.  Karen  P.  Oliveto,  pastor  Phone/fax:  647-8393 

e-mail:  BelhanyUMC(o!ac4.comiiihHp:/toaiib<is.aol.c<m/b«tliai>'um2/ticmepageitnil 


Saint  Paul's  Parish 

Christmas  Schedule  1998 


St.  Paul's  Parish  Community  warmly  invites 
you  and  your  family  and  friends  to  share 
with  us  the  love  that  is  Christmas. 


Satliiday,  December  12 
3:30  pm:  Communal  Bi-lingual  Recondliation 
with  Individual  Confession 


Christmas  Eve.  Thursday,  December  24 
3:30  -  4:30  pm:  Individual  Confession 
5:00  pm:  Family  Mass  with  Children's  Choir 
8:00  pm:  Mass  in  English  with  Adult  Choir 
11:30  pm;  Christmas  Concert 
12:00  Midnight:  Bi-lingual  Mass  with  Choir 

Christmas  Day  Masses,  Friday,  December  25 
8:00  &  9:15  am  (English)  •  10:45  am  (Bi-lingual) 
There  will  be  no  12:15  or  5:00  pm  Mass  on  December  25 

New  Year's  Day  Masses,  Friday,  January  1, 1999 
9:15  am  (English)  •  10:45  am  (Spanish)  . 

221  Valley  Street 
San  Francisco  94131  •  648-7538 


Dolores  Street 

Baptist  Church  ,  ^ 

A  Welcoming  ^ 

and  Affirming  Church 
in  the  Anabaptist  tradition 

938  Valencia  Street  (at  Liberty) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
(415)  826-2641  •  CPA1203«aol.com 

Sunday  Worship  11:00  am 


An  open  and  welcoming,  active 
spiritual  community 
Sunday  Worship  10:30  a.m. 
Children’s  Church  10:45  a.m. 
Choir  Wednesday  7:00  p.m. 

1508  Church  Street  415-642-0294 
Community  Meeting  Space  Available 


Strike 

""Pthebond! 


a  good  beginning 

never  ends 


Now  enrolling  in  over  50  locations 
in  Northern  California 

1-800-615-5415 


Music  has  always 
been  joyful, 

but  when  was  the  last 
time  you  used  it  to  bond 
with  your  child?  Or  teach 
him  to  read?  The  latest 
research  shows  that  social, 
emotional,  cognitive, 
language  and  physical  skills 
start  developing  from  the 
day  he’s  horn.  Kindermusik 
has  been  teaching  children 
to  learn  for  over  35  years. 
And  we’ve  been  educating 
parents  about  what  happens 
developmentally  as  they 
learn  with  their  children. 
We  spend  all  of  our  time 
training  and  licensing  early 
childhood  music  educators, 
and  developing  cutting- 
edge  curricula,  so  you  can 
spend  all  your  time 
connecting  with  your  child 
through  music. 


Kindermusik®  programs  provide  a  solid  educational 
foundation  for  future  learning.  Newborn  to  7  years. 


Fine  Portraiture 


Children's  Day  School 

"Beautiful,  secure  facility,  wonderful  curriculum,  genuinely  caring 
and  nurturing  staff.  We  feel  so  lucky  to  have  found  Children's  Day  School." 

—  Parents' Survey,  1997-98 

•  Grades  K-4  and  preschool  (K-5  Sept. '99) 

•  Ethnically  and  culturally  diverse  faculty 

•  Fully  integrated  project-based  curriculum 
with  special  emphasis  on  music,  art, 
and  the  environment 

•  Science  program  augmented  by 
on-site  farm  ^nd  organic  garden 

•  On-site  intergenerational  program 
with  local  seniors 

•  Afterschool  program  and  mid-year 
enrollment  available 

Come  visit  our  sunny  one-acre  campus  near  Mission  Dolores  with  its 
farm,  garden,  and  large  sheltered  play  space. 

333  Dolores  Street  (between  16th  &  17th).  San  Francisco 
415-861-5432  /  www.cds.pvt.kl2.ca.us 
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MORE 

MOUTHS 

TO  FEED 

By  Mairc  Farrington 


It’s  springtime,  even  in  November,  for  this  fomily  on  22nd  Street:  Elise,  David,  and  Paul  Heer  (shown  at  1 1  months).  Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 


Paul  has  made  two  trips  to  France,  and 
has  also  visited  relatives  in  Holland. 
“He’s  great  on  the  airplane,”  says  Elise. 
“He  takes  after  me,  he’s  a  good  traveler. 
He’s  very  easygoing.  In  France  he  saw  so 
many  new  faces,  and  each  night  we  went 
to  another  friend’s  house,  and  he  just 
liked  it.” 

On  his  last  visit,  though,  after  crossing 
several  time  zones,  Paul  didn’t  want  to  go 
to  bed  until  4:30  in  the  morning  the  first 
couple  of  nights.  “He  just  wanted  to  stay 
up  and  play,”  says  Mom. 

While  happy  to  munch  on  pureed  veg¬ 
gies  at  home,  Paul  went  for  more  elegant 


fare  abroad.  He  dined  at  Les  Vapeurs,  a 
seafood  restaurant  near  Normandy  with 
“mussels  to  die  for,”  says  David.  “We  had 
to  give  him  something,  so  we  picked  out 
the  tiniest  mussels  we  could  find.  He’s 
only  got  two  teeth,  but  he  ate  them.” 

But  most  of  the  trip,  he  just  sampled 
French  bread.  “We’d  buy  a  baguette  at  a 
boulangerie,  break  it  in  half,  and  he’d 
suck  on  that  all  day,”  David  says. 

“Eating  is  a  really  big  thing  for  him,” 
says  Elise.  “If  we  try  escargot,  he’s  going 
to  want  that  too!” 

All  in  all,  Paul’s  parents  are  thrilled  to 
have  a  new  “Mouth  to  Feed” — one  who 


constantly  lifts  their  spirits. 

The  end  of  the  workday  is  a  special 
treat  for  David.  “I  come  home  and  walk 
in,  and  his  face  lights  up,  and  he  reaches 
out  for  me  to  pick  him  up,”  he  says.  Adds 
Elise,  “Just  having  him  now,  it’s  really 
hard  to  think  about  our  life  before,  with¬ 
out  him.”  Q 


More  Mouths  to  Feed  wants  to 
show  off  your  newest  family  member. 
If  you  have  welcomed  a  new  baby  into 
the  house,  or  adopted  a  teenager,  please 
send  your  announcement  to  the  Noe 
Valley  Voice.  More  Mouths  to  Feed, 
1021  Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94114.  We’d  also  appreciate  a  phone 
number,  so  we  can  arrange  for  the  fam¬ 
ily  portrait — no  charge.  □ 


Now  in  Noe  Valley... 

Adams  &  Romer,  LLP 

Adoption  Attorneys 

Caring  legal  services 
through  all  aspects  of 
the  adoption  process 
FOR  adopting  parents 
and  birth  parents 

•  Adoption  of  infants 

•  Second  parent  adoptions 

•  Step-parent  adoptions 

•  Relative  adoptions 

•  Readoptions  of  foreign 
adoptions 

•  Guardianships 

Services  free  to  Birthmothers 

Susan  Romer,  Ph.D. 
Attorney  at  Law 

1100  Sanchez  Street 
(415)  643-4523 

Downtown  office  at 
220  Montgomery  Street,  suite  388 


Children's  Day  School 


“Beautiful,  secure  facility,  wonderful  curriculum,  genuinely  caring 
and  nurturing  staff.  We  feel  so  lucky  to  have  found  Children's  Day  School. 

—  Parents' Survey,  1997-98 

•  Preschool,  ages  2.3  to  5  (2.9  to  5 
Sept. '99)  and  elementary  grades  K-4 
(K-5  Sept.'99) 

•  Ethnically  and  culturally  diverse  faculty 

•  Fully  integrated  project-based  curriculum 
with  special  emphasis  on  music,  art, 
and  the  environment 

•  Science  program  augmented  by 
on-site  farm  and  organic  garden 

•  On-site  intergenerational  program 
with  local  seniors 

•  Afterschool  program  and  mid-year 
enrollment  available 

Come  visit  our  sunny  one-acre  campus  near  Mission  Dolores  with  its 
farm,  garden,  and  large  sheltered  play  space. 

333  Dolores  Street  (between  16th  &  17th).  San  Francisco 
415-861-5432  /  www.cds.pvt.kl2.ca.us 


Live  Oak  School 

Middle  School  Open  House 

Wednesday.  January  6.  7:00  pm 

Elementary  School  Open  House 

Wednesday,  January  20,  7:00  pm 

•  Intergenerational  Program 

•  Kindergarten  through  Eighth  Grade 

•  Extended  Care 

•  Parent  Participation 

Progressive  Supportive 
Chaulenging  Educahonal 
Community 

861-8840 

117  Diamond  Street 
between  18th  &  19th  Streets 


Paul  Alexis  Hccr 

'Wpe 

While  attending  Lamaze  classes,  Elise 
and  David  Heer  were  told  to  expect  about 
10  hours  for  an  average  labor.  But,  says 
David,  Elise ’s  labor  “was  so  quick  and 
easy,  by  the  time  my  mom  got  there,  he 
was  already  bom.” 

Paul  Alexis  Heer  arrived  on  Dec.  10, 
1997,  at  7:23  p.m.,  a  mere  four  hours  af¬ 
ter  Elise  went  into  labor.  When  his  grand¬ 
mother,  Patricia  Heer,  walked  into  her  son 
and  daughter-in-law’s  room  at  California 
Pacific  Medical  Center,  baby  Paul  was  off 
being  weighed  and  measured  by  the  staff 
(the  nurses  charted  him  at  7  pounds,  13 
ounces,  and  21  inches  in  length).  “She 
just  assumed  we  were  in  the  early  stages 
of  labor  and  started  chatting  with  us,”  re¬ 
counts  David.  “Then  they  wheeled  Paul 
back  in,  and  she  couldn’t  believe  it.” 

Elise  hails  from  France,  and  Paul  is 
named  after  her  French  grandfather,  Paul 
Prunet.  “Paul”  was  also  chosen,  say  his 
parents,  because  it’s  pronounced  simi¬ 
larly  in  French  and  English. 

At  11  months  of  age,  their  son  is  a 
charmer.  “What  I  really  like  about  Paul  is 
that  he’s  full  of  energy,  so  in  that  way  he’s 
pretty  much  the  stereotype  of  a  boy,”  says 
Elise.  “But  at  the  same  time,  he  loves 
cuddling,  and  he  loves  being  in  your 
arms.  He’s  very  gentle  and  soft.” 

With  his  soft  brown  hair,  long  dark 
lashes,  and  eyes  that  are  “some  blue, 
some  gray,  and  some  green,”  Paul  has 
turned  heads  in  Downtown  Noe  Valley. 
“The  main  comment  I  hear  when  we  go 
out  on  24th  Street  is,  ‘Oh,  he’s  so  cute,”’ 
his  mom  says.  According  to  Dad,  the  rea¬ 
son  is  obvious:  “He  looks  like  he’s  90  per¬ 
cent  Elise.” 

David,  38,  a  venture  capitalist,  and 
Elise,  30,  formerly  a  flight  attendant  and 
now  a  full-time  mom,  met  in  1990  when 
each  was  on  vacation  in  Boston.  They 
moved  to  San  Francisco  in  1 993  and  were 
married  the  following  year.  Two  years  ago, 
they  bought  their  home  on  22nd  Street. 

Both  parents  speak  to  Paul  in  French. 
But,  says  David,  “once  he  starts  to  really 
understand.  I’m  supposed  to  speak  Eng¬ 
lish,  so  he  doesn’t  get  my  bad  accent. 
When  he  was  first  bom,  he  would  cry,  and 
it  would  sound  like  ‘Lait,  lait,  lait!’  We 
thought  that  was  hilarious,  because  it 
means  milk  in  French.” 

Nowadays,  Paul  often  entertains  him¬ 
self  with  his  collection  of  French  and 
English  picture  books.  “He  likes  to  turn 
the  pages,”  says  Elise,  “but  what  he  really 
likes  is  to  close  the  book  and  look  at  the 
front  and  back  covers.” 

He  also  enjoys  his  regular  play  dates 
with  Elana  Rebitzer  of  Eureka  Street, 
who  was  bom  only  two  weeks  after  Paul. 

Almost  every  day,  while  seated  in  a 
backpack  or  stroller,  Paul  joins  Mom  for 
a  stroll  to  Glen  Park  or  over  the  hill  to  the 
Castro.  “When  we  go  outside,  he’s  very 
happy,”  says  Elise.  In  fact,  he’s  quite  con¬ 
tent  to  park  himself  in  the  back  yard  and 
watch  the  butterflies. 

“He  loves  ceilings  and  lights,”  David 
reports.  “When  you  pick  him  up,  he  cocks 
his  head  to  look  at  the  lights.  Usually 
you’re  saying,  ‘Paul,  there’s  nothing  in¬ 
teresting  about  these  fluorescent  lights.’” 
But  on  a  recent  trip  to  France,  “we  were 
visiting  Les  Invalides  in  Paris,  which  has 
all  been  redone  with  the  gold  leaf,  and  it 
has  all  the  old  frescoes.  So  we  walk  in 
there  and  Paul  looks  up  at  the  dome,  and 
I  said,  ‘Well,  Paul,  for  once  you’re  right 
to  want  to  look  at  the  ceiling.’” 
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For  The  Past  40  Years ! 


COME  IN  AND  MEET  BELL  MARKET 
STORE  MANAGER  GARY  GROSSETTI 

3950  24th  Street  (415)648-0876  Store  Hours:  6  am -12  am  Daily 


>  tws  USDA  ChoJ^ 
Grain  Fed  Beef 

Poultry 

>  Imported  and 
Organic  Produce 


guaranteed 


^aranteed 


*  f^wny^dk 

Dairy  PFoducts 
•All  ATM  &  Major  Credit 
Cards  Accepted 
•Monthly  Coupon  Book 


•Fine  Wines  and  Liquors 

•Hot  Entrees  and 
Party  Trays 
•Special  Occasion 
Cakes-Made  to  Order 
Call  [415]  648-0876 
•Fresh  Fish  Service 
Counter 

•Joe  Pucci  &  ^ 

Sons  Seafood  w 


IfYou  Can’t  Find  An 
Item,  Ask  Us  and 
We’ll  Get ItForYou! 


For  Your  Convenient 
Neighborhood  Location 

CaU:l!i1IDIi7ll-15li 


We  Gladly  Accept 


EVERY  TUESDAY  WE 
WELCOME  SENIORS  WITH  A 

5% 

DISCOUNT 

If  you  are  62  or  older,  you  qualify 
for  a  5%  Discourrt  on  all  purchases 
up  to$lOO(Totecco/Alcofiol/Dairy 
Products  excluded)  •  Proof  of  age 
required  •  No  discount  shopping 
for  non  seniors 

Sm  Stor*  For  DoUiU 


MADE  EL 


NO  CARD 
NO  GAMES 
NO  GIMMICKS 


See  Store  For  Details 
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Tw  the  Season  to 
Be  Jolly 

Now  that  the  elections  are  over,  the 
Holubs,  like  all  loyal  Democrats, 
have  reason  to  be  excessively  jubilant! 
Thanks  to  voters  throughout  the  nation, 
we  shall  be  spared  the  mean-spiritedness 
that  has  been  plaguing  us  for  too  long. 

And  Noe  Valley  can  be  proud  of  its 
voter  turnout,  which  was  greater  than 
any  other  district,  with  the  exception  of 
our  next-door  neighbor  the  Castro. 

What  a  vale  of  wisdom  we  are,  nestled 
between  the  hills  of  a  beautiful  city  that 
boasts  so  many  inviting  distractions. 

Life  is  now  especially  stimulating  for 
my  man  Leo,  who  has  two  of  his  pho¬ 
tographs,  enlarged  to  poster  size,  fea¬ 
tured  in  a  stunning  retrospective 
exhibition  of  the  works  of  Richard 
Diebenkom,  whose  extraordinary  paint¬ 
ings,  drawings,  watercolors,  collages, 
and  cigar-box  lids  have  made  him  one 
of  the  most  celebrated  artists  to  emerge 
from  the  Bay  Area  in  this  century. 

One  of  our  books  on  modem  art 
describes  Diebenkom ’s  style  as  falling 
“somewhere  between  abstraction  and 
figuration.”  I’d  say  that  his  work  fits 
loosely  into  the  category  of  abstract 
expressionism,  but  he’s  not  one  of  those 
drip-and-smear  artists.  In  my  opinion, 
his  work  has  stmcture,  dignity,  and  a 
subtle  use  of  color. 

A  CD-ROM  documenting  the  life  and 
work  of  Diebenkom  can  be  viewed  on 
computers  installed  at  the  exhibit.  A 
number  of  Leo’s  photos  are  on  this  CD, 
for  Leo  began  shooting  photos  of 
Richard  in  1963,  when  Richard  was 
teaching  at  Stanford  University. 

The  exhibition  will  mn  until  Jan.  19 
at  the  San  Francisco  Museum  of  Mod¬ 
em  Art,  near  the  Moscone  Center  on 
Third  Street.  This  handsome  presenta¬ 
tion,  which  includes  an  elegant  catalog, 
has  been  lavishly  funded  by  J.P.  Morgan 
&  Company.  Leo  and  I  were  invited  to 
attend  a  gala  reception  and  enormous 
sit-down  dinner.  Of  course  we  accepted, 
and  enjoyed  every  minute  and  every 
morsel. 

But  this  was  only  a  head  start  on  the 
feeding  frenzy  that  occurs  every  year 
during  the  holidays  (adding  weight  to 
almost  every  body).  We  enjoy  Thanks¬ 
giving  feasts  with  our  son  Jan,  who 
lives  in  Grass  Valley  in  the  house  his 
grandparents  built,  and  where  countless 
turkey  dinners  have  been  served. 

On  one  of  our  Thanksgiving  visits  to 
Grass  Valley,  we  attended  a  local  art 
fair.  As  I  stood  before  an  exceptionally 
fine  display  of  textiles,  wall-hangings, 
and  place  mats,  I  could  not  resist  buying 
a  small  piece  with  a  woven  border  that 
framed  this  touching  verse; 

A  Weaver’s  Prayer 

Oh  God,  the  warp  you  gave  me. 

My  life, 

I  got  it  tangled. 

I  broke  some  threads,  I  made  mistakes, 

1  wove  too  bright  a  border. 

You  take  the  shuttle  out  of 
My  hand 

And  let  me  rest  awhile 

And  mend  my  threads,  correct  my  faults 

And  put  it  all  in  order. 

— Valborg  Gravander 


I  purchased  the  woven  piece  from  a 
frail-looking  gentleman,  Mr.  Gravander, 
who  lived  not  far  from  the  Holub  home. 
Mr.  Gravander  told  us  he  spent  most 
of  his  time  weaving  on  his  loom  and 
writing  for  the  local  newspaper.  The 
Union.  Some  time  later,  we  noticed  Mr. 
Gravander ’s  passing  in  that  same  paper, 
and  saw  that  he  was  listed  as  Axel 
Gravander,  not  Valborg. 

The  writer  of  the  verse,  I  came  to  find 
out,  was  Axel’s  wife.  Valborg  had  once 
lived  in  San  Francisco,  as  had  her  hus¬ 
band.  In  fact,  I  once  saw  her  at  a  Christ¬ 
mas  “Fest”  at  the  Swedish  American 
Hall,  located  on  Market  Street  near 
Church.  This  was  more  than  50  years 
ago.  1  was  accompanying  my  father, 
who  was  performing  at  the  Fest  with  the 
Glee  Club,  which  often  presented  a  bit 
of  Swedish  harmony  on  social  occasions. 

In  Scandinavia,  where  winter  days 
are  dark  for  almost  the  entire  24  hours, 
residents  find  reasons  to  celebrate  often 
and  enthusiastically.  So,  early  in  the 
middle  of  December,  they  happily 
announce  the  coming  not  of  Santa  Claus 
but  of  Santa  Lucia,  Goddess  of  Light.  In 
each  community,  a  comely  girl  is  cho¬ 
sen  to  fill  the  role  of  Lucia.  Wherever 
Swedes  have  settled,  the  custom  contin¬ 
ues  to  this  day. 

The  reenactment  I  saw  as  a  girl 
remains  vivid  in  my  mind.  The  Swedish 
American  Hall  darkened  as  the  air  filled 
with  the  rich  tones  of  the  Swedish  Cho¬ 
rus  singing  Stilla  Nan,  a  Swedish  rendi¬ 
tion  of  Sileni  Night.  Then  the  melody 
blended  into  the  familiar  tune  of  the 
Italian  Santa  Lucia,  with  the  words 
adapted  to  the  northern  mythology  and 
language. 

As  they  sang,  a  lovely  vision  in  a 
long  white  gown  emerged  from  the 
shadows.  On  her  head  she  wore  a  large 
tiara  studded  with  brilliant  candles  that 
sparkled  as  she  moved,  highlighting  the 
silver  tray  she  carried,  which  was 
heaped  with  cookies.  The  cookies  were 
served  with  coffee  for  the  adults,  and 


cocoa  for  the  children.  Those  in  need  of 
a  more  potent  beverage  drank  glogg,  a 
wicked  hot  concoction  made  of  port 
wine,  sherry,  brandy,  sugar,  cloves,  and 
raisins. 

Many  of  the  cookies — a  tempting 
array  of  ginger  cookies,  butter  cookies, 
almond  cookies,  coffee  fingers,  and  hol¬ 
iday  meringues — came  from  the  kitchen 
of  Valborg  Gravander.  I  remember  this 
because  someone  pointed  her  out  to  me 
— a  smiling  plump  lady  in  a  colorful 
costume,  known  to  be  a  talented  weaver 
who  had  once  run  a  weaving  school  in 
town  with  her  husband.  Axel. 

Now  that  I  am  recalling  what  a  treat 
it  was  to  see  the  holiday  observed  in 
such  a  strictiy  Scandinavian  manner.  I 
think  I’ll  include  a  bit  of  Swedish  cul¬ 
ture  in  my  own  celebration  this  year. 
There’ll  be  no  Swedish  butter  cookies 
to  add  to  my  own  plumpness,  but  I  will 
make  Swedish  meatballs  served  with 
imported  lingenberries,  which  grow 
only  in  Scandinavia  and  resemble  small 
cranberries. 

Maybe  I  will  brew  up  a  batch  of  hot 
gldgg,  too,  just  in  case  one  of  the  Santas 
— Lucia  or  Claus — drops  in  on  us  at 
Christmas. 

Let’s  all  have  a  jolly  one!  We  deserve 


Peggy  Handler,  mfcc 
Psychotherapy 

Heal  old  wounds,  past  trauma  and 
abuse.  Explore  and  work  through 
stuck  places,  fears  and  anxiety  that 
keep  you  from  having  the  relation¬ 
ships  and  life  that  you  want. 

415  695-0166 

Noe  Valley  Office 
LICENSE  MK:32077 
Se  Habla  EspaAol 


INCREDIBLE 

AFFORDABLE 

INTERIORS! 


PAINTED  FINISHES 
For  CEILINGS,  WALLS, 
FLOORS  &  MORE 


Faux  Finishes 
Stencilung 
Specialty  Finishes 
Trompe  L'Oeil 

Free  Estimates 


su^imru:m)s 

INTERIOR  DECORATIVE  PAINTING 
Heidi  Mortensen 
(415)  552-3821 


LESSER’S 

Family  owned  since  1936 

•  Mirrors  •  Shower  Doors  • 

•  Windows  •  Gloss  Modes  • 

•  Pktore  Fromiog  • 

FREE  PARKING 

Open  Mon  -  FrL,  8;30  - 1:30 
Soturdoy8:30-2JX) 

898  South  Van  Ness 

CCM-MT  M  sock  StTMt) 

415  282-020Z 
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4128  Twenty-Fourth  Street  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

http://wvvw.bjclroubi.com 


The  Best  Properties 


(415)  550-1300 
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MORE  BOOKS  to  READ 


^/ou  can  learn  ways  to  train  a  dog  or  be  a  dancer  by  checking  out  two  of  the  latest  offerings 
I  at  the  Noe  Valley  Library  at  451  Jersey  St.  In  addition  to  books,  the  library  has  magazines, 
CDs,  an  index  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  computer  tenninals,  and  a  fish  tank  filled  with  quiet  but 
fiiendly  fish.  When  you  drop  by,  say  hi  to  librarians  Roberta  Greifer  and  Carol  Small,  and 
thank  them  for  their  monthly  tips  in  the  Voice.  Branch  hours  are  Tuesdays,  10  to  9;  Wednes¬ 
days,  1  to  9;  Thursdays,  10  to  6;  Fridays,  1  to  6;  or  Saturdays,  noon  to  6.  Phone;  695-5095. 


Adult  Fiction 

4’  A  surreal  short  story  collection,  GeUes  of 
Eden,  by  filmmaker  Ethan  Coen,  features  a 
one-eared  private  investigator,  a  blackmail 
scheme,  and  two  rival  mobsters. 

^  The  Love  of  a  Good  Woman,  by  Alice 
Munro,  the  popular  Canadian  author, 
contains  eight  of  her  newest  short  stories. 

^  Set  in  what  is  now  New  York  and  Ontario, 
People  of  the  Masks,  by  archaeologists 
Kathleen  and  Michael  Gear,  presents  us  with 
a  tale  of  greed  and  power  involving  the 
Iroquois  Indian  tribe. 

Adult  Nonfiction 

^  The  Booklover’s  Guide  to  the  Internet, 
by  Evan  Morris,  is  an  accessible  non¬ 
technical  guide  to  online  books,  magazines, 
libraries,  and  bookstores. 

^  King  of  the  World,  by  Pulitzer  Prize¬ 
winner  David  Rennick,  portrays  prizefighter 
Mohammad  Ali. 

^  The  Woman  Who  Gave  Birth  to  Her 
Mother,  by  Kim  Chemin,  explores  the 
relationship  that  evolves  between  mother 
and  daughter  and  how  it  changes  as  the 
daughter  matures. 

^  Uncle  Matty’s  Ultimate  Guide  to  Dog 
Training,  by  Mordecai  Siegal  and  Matthew 
Margolis  of  PBS  fame,  takes  a  humorous 
approach  to  bonding  with  your  dog. 

Annotations  by  Roberta  Greifer 

Infant  and  Toddler  Lapsit 

^  Children’s  Librarian  Carol  Small  leads  the 
rhymes  and  lullabies  at  the  Wednesday 
evening  lapsits,  which  kick  off  at  7  p.m.  on 
Dec.  2, 9,  and  16,  and  Jan.  6, 13,  20,  and  27. 

Preschool  Story  Time 

^  Kids  in  the  3  to  5  age  bracket  are 
especially  invited  to  preschool  story  time. 

It’s  10  a.m.  on  Tuesdays,  Dec.  1  and  15,  and 
Jan.  5,  12,  and  19. 

Films  for  Kids 

^  The  library  will  show  films  for  children 
ages  3  to  5  on  Tuesdays,  Dec.  8  and  Jan.  26, 
at  both  10  and  11  a.m. 


Writing  Salons d 

Creative  Writing  Classes 

Year-round  8-week  sessions  in 
short  story,  poetry, 
personal  essays  &  memoirs, 
journalism,  screenwriting  &  more 

Intimate  classes  of  6  - 12  students 
in  Noe  Valley  and  Bernal  Heights 

For  specific  days,  times,  cost, 
and  more  info  on 
individual  classes,  call 

642-9793 


Children’s  Fiction 

^  In  Arctic  Son,  Jean  Geoige  describes  how 
her  growing  grandson  in  Barrow,  Alaska, 
learns  about  the  Eskimo  community  where 
he  and  his  parents  live.  Ages  4  to  6. 

#  Although  Janet  is  delighted  to  go  to  her 
aunt’s  busy  and  highly  organized  house,  she 
also  learns  to  value  her  own,  which  in  some 
ways  is  very  different,  in  Clouds  for  Dinner, 
by  Lynne  Rae  Perkins.  Ages  4  to  7. 

A  young  girl  hears  music  in  the  sounds 
of  Venice  and  inspires  the  writing  of  a 
wonderful  symphony  in  Gabriella’s  Song, 
by  Candace  Fleming.  Ages  5  to  8. 

^  A  second-grader  suffers  after  hearing 
some  remarks  made  by  his  teacher — until  he 
clears  up  the  misunderstanding  and  feels 
much  better  in  Suzy  Kline’s  Marvin  and  the 
Mean  Words.  Ages  6  to  8. 

^  The  poetry  of  Alma  Ror  Ada  contains 
description  and  appreciation  of  Hispanic 
farmworkers’  lives  in  Gathering  the  Sun: 

An  Alphabet  in  Spanish  and  English,  with 
illustrations  by  Simon  Silva.  Ages  5  to  8. 

^  A  12-year-old  girl  uses  her  intelligence 
and  motivation  to  change  her  life  in  Picture 
of  Freedom:  The  Diary  of  Clotee,  a  Slave 
Girl,  written  recently,  in  the  form  of  a  diary, 
by  Patricia  McKissack.  Ages  10  and  up. 

Children’s  Nonfiction 

^  Ronnie  Krauss’  Take  a  Look,  It’s  in  a 
Book:  How  Television  Is  Made  at  Reading 
Rainbow,  shows  the  behind-the-scenes  work 
involved  in  creating  an  episode  of  the 
popular  TV  series.  Ages  5  to  8. 

^  In  /  Want  To  Be  a  Dancer,  Stephanie 
Maze  and  Catherine  O’Neill  Grace  use 
informative  text  and  beautiful  photographs 
to  introduce  the  reader  to  many  facets  of  the 
world  of  dance — ballet,  ballroom  dancing, 
“high  tech  dance,”  and  many  more.  Ages  8 
and  up. 

Annotations  by  Carol  Small 


Alleviate  Anxiety 
&  Depression 
Deepen  Relationships 
&  Intimacy 
Promote  Recovery 
&  Healing 
Enhance  Creativity 
&  Transitions 


A  CROUP 


Rekindle  Hope 

415.647.6300 


ORNDEPENDE^^MCmtONER^J 


Circles  for  Women 


small  classes 
call  for  more  info 

415  337  7207 

Linda  Elkin 


Want  to  write  but  find  it  difficult  to  get  started  or 
keep  going.i*  Already  writing  but  need  a  group  for 
feedback?  I  have  been  teaching  writing  workshops 
for  six  years  and  provide  friendly,  supportive  classes 
to  give  you  a  structure  in  which  to  write  more  and  a 
community  where  you  can  share  your  writing.  You'll 
learn  writing  exercises  that  get  you  going,  give  you 
new  ideas  and  stimulate  your  creativity.  All  types  of 
wtiting  and  all  levels  of  experience  are  welcome. 


7&  find  and give  the  perfect  gift  to  someone 

mafes  the  hassle  seem  worthwhile  in  retrospection. 

The  choke  can  be  easy  when  you  lUig  the  recipient; 
the  search,  when  you  don  %  can  mafe  madness  incipknt. 

Tip  one  lifes  Scrooges,  you'd  hate  to  become  one; 

sometimes  all  you  need's  a  considered  suggestion. 

What  you  want  is  a  store  that  is  staffed  with  professionals 
With  a  l^owledge  complete  and  discreet  as  confessionals. 

flow  do  you  shop  when  you  're  basically  lazy, 

or  the  energy's  there  but  you're  lacllfiig  directwnl 
ybu 've  got  your  heart  set  on  getting  just  the  right  items, 
and gladly  you 'd  buy  'em  if  only  you  'd  stght  'em. 

What  do  you  get  for  the  uncle  who's  crazy, 

or  the  cousin  in  jail for  a  youth's  indiscretion, 
or  the  boss  who  thin!^  Attila  was  just  an  old  softyf 
Thinlf  ‘funny,  ’  thunl^  ‘subtle, '  ‘dynamic,  ‘  or  ‘lofty.  ‘ 

'Cause  boofs,  that's  the  tkfet:  each  one  is  a  missive 

as  broad  or  as  tailored  as  you  want  it  to  be. 
flistories,  mysteries,  children 's  or  travels, 
your  Qordion  y(not  of  dilemma  unravels. 

At  Cover  to  Cover  we're  never  dismissive. 

We'Kship  if  you  want  and  the  wrapping  is  free. 

'But  first  of  all,  please,  before  you  (adjventure  out, 

tafe  a  hard  searching  lool^at  what  these  days  are  about.  Mmri; 

Season’s  greetings  from  all  of  us  at  Cover  to  Cover. 

'Hkfy,  'Barbara,  Shirley,  9dyra,  Jonah,  Jeremy,  Susan  T,  Tracy,  Susan  T,.,  Mary, 
Sean,  Olga,  Kfrry,  'Emma,  Jiona,  Andrew,  Connor  and  Marl^ 


book§cUaS 


NOE  VALLETS  ElAL  SEIWICE  KOKSTONE 

3910  TWENTY-FOURTH  STREET  NEAR  SANCHEZ  •  SF 
415-282-8080 

10  AM  -  9  PM  Monday  through  Saturday  •  10  AM  -  6  PM  Sunday 

covertocover@iuno.com 


PAPER 


PLUS 


Discount  Prices  Outlet  Store 

All  Counter  Cards  50%  Off 
Year  Round! 

UP  TO  70%  OFF! 

Gift  Bags  •  Party  Goods  •  Favors  •  Balloons 
Ribbons  •  Pinatas  •  Decorations  •  Frames  •  Photo  Albums 
Stickers  •  Plush  Animals  •  Holiday  Merchandise 
Toys  and  Gifts  •  Stationery  •  Bulk  Paper  Goods 

GIANT  1999  CALENDAR  SALE 
OVER  100  TITLES  S0%  OFF 

Great  Collection  of  Cards  &  Gifts  for 

Hanukkah  &  Christmas! 

Open  Monday  -  Saturday,  10  am  -  6  pm  •  Sunday,  noon  -  5  pm 

1309  Castro  (near  24th  Street,  next  to  Walgreen's)  643-9954 
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Neighborhood  Services 


Carol  Robinson,  EA 

Members:  National 
Association  of  Enrolled 
Agents 


•Individual  •Tax  Planning 

•Business  Returns  •Prior  Year  Returns 
•Electronic  Filing  •Out-of-State  Returns 

Call  for  an  appointment  TODAY! 

300  Vicksburg  Street  #1,  SF  821-3200 

(comer  of  24th  near  Church  St.)  Notary  Public  Service 


"Good  service,  good  coverage, 
good  price — 

That's  State  Farm  Insurance/' 

Susan  Levinson,  Agent 
1501  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 
647-3007 

Like  a  good  neighbor 
State  Farm  is  there* 


State  Farm  Insurance  Companies  •  Home  Offices:  Bloomington,  Illinois 


STATE  FARM 


INSURANCE 


Bramble  and  Rose 

GARDEN  DESIGN  &  CONSTRUCTION 
251  Surrey  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
telephone:  415/356-8900 


HANDiMAN 

VICTORIANS  •  HOUSECALLS  •  REPAIRS 
CUSTOM  RETROFITTING  •  WALLS 
DOORS  •  WINDOWS  •  FLOORS  •  PAINT 
SHEETROCK  &  PLASTER  •  TILING 
SOUNDPROOF  ACOUSTIC  PARTITIONS 
ELECTRICAL  •  GUTTERS  &  LEADERS 

826-8766 


E  A  ELECTRIC 


CA  Lie.  #S93027 

Free  Estimates 
Prices  given  on  the  spot! 
Low  Rates 

415.585.0432 

PAGER:  415.902.4046 


dens 

Deugn.  Renovaaon  and 
Gardening 
Senstave  approach  to 
,  creaang  and  caring  for 
your  special  retreat  space . 

Envrrtmmencoii^ 
appropnoie  planangs  and 
organic  garden  methods. 

Uc.  #651703 


Call  Michele  Schaal 

(415)  282' 16 12 


(alldtian  (onsInKtioii  tlana^emeiil  S«nii(e5 


Lesli  a. 'Callahan 

Prmiding  custom  management 
services  for  general  contractors 
including:  client  data  base, 
ARMR,  invoicing, 
permit  expediting, 
efent^betange  orders. 


PH0NE:|415)  97»-9S9«  1»3  CHAnANOOGA  STBEH 

FAX:  (415)  97D-nM  SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  14114 

CALMGIinePACS£U..Nn  NOE  VAUEY 


#316866 


BRIGHT 
PLUMBING 

BRIGHT  WINN  s 


(415)957-5133 

SB  A  COeWLCTI  PUJNWMG  tUVICI 


Yoel's 

Hauling 

•  Yard  &  Garage  Cleanup 
•  Dump  Runs 

•  Honest  &  Very  Responsible 


(415)  282-2023 
Rager:  202-6572 


FauxWorks 


Painted  Finishes 
Walls  •  Floors  •  Art 

[-415]  SZ4  B5ZO 
DE5IGNER@SIRIUS.COM 


Lone  star  Plumbing 

COPPER  PIPING  •  WATER  HEATERS 
CODE  WORK  •  FIRE  SPRINKLERS 

Victorian  Remodeling  Specialists 
Condo  Conversion  Compliance 

SERVICE  AND  REPAIR 

641-9234 

Noe  Valley  location  since  1977 


OBC  CONSTRUCTION 

GENERAL  CONTRACTOR 


FOUNDATION  WORK;  StonneSF 

RFTAJNING  WALLS  SmceldTS 

ORYROT 

TERMITE  REPAIRS 
CONCRETE  FOOTINGS  AND  PIERS 

EARTHQUAKE  PR00FM6: 

FOUNDATION  BOLTS 
SHEAR  WALLS 
POST/BEAM  HARDWARE 
AND  OTHER  SEISMIC  WORK 


1 

References 

AvaiMbie 

1 

826-6918 

Free 

Eslimates 

_ 

CALIF 

LICCNSC 

F525T53 


T  U  G  G  E  Y'S 

Hardware  for  the  handyperson 
Denny  Giovannoli 


OpenM-F  8:30-6:00 
Sat  9-5 
Sun  11-3 

3885  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
415-282-5081 


GO,  DOG,  GO! 


DOG 

WALKING 

SERVICE 

PAULA  HARRIS 
(41S)  8AX-4100 


•Group  watllu  to  Ft.  Funstata 
•  EjtcoUcnt  roIeroncoN 
•  BofMloal 

One  walk  FUSE  with  this  Ad 


iTLiS  LiNDniPES 

AWARD-WINNING 
Designers  &  Builders 
of  Unique  Gardens 

Certified  Arborists 

license  #562324 

(41S)  S66-SS36 


Eddie's 

Painting  Company 

(415)  406-6141  CA  Lic.#732759 
Fully  Insured  &  Bonded 

•  Interior  -  Exterior  Pros 

•  Victorian  Specialist 

•  Plaster  Repair  Experts 

•  Lead  Certification 

•  Excellent  Noe/SF  References 
•  Quality  Workmanship  with  Warranty 


PEACHES 

PAINTING 

Add  color  to  your  life 

Service  with  care  at  rates  that  are  fair 

25%  off  with  ad 

Call  641-9434 

Lie  618693 


3915  A  -  24th  St. 

In  the  Noe  Valley  Mall 


(between  Sanchez  &  Noe) 

Tel:  (415)  643-5592 

Nails  •  Waxing  •  Facials  •  Eyelashes  •  Tints 
Mon.  -  Sat.  9  AM  -  7  PM  •  Sun.  -  9:30  AM  -  7  PM 


Leave  It  To  Nacho 

Cleaning  &  Hauling 


Garage,  Basement  &  Yards 
Construction  Site  Clean-ups 


Free  Estimates— Reasonable  Rates 


t|^650  ■  589  •  1425 


Tree  Services 

Bill  Squire,  Arborist 

20  Years  Experience  •  Quality  Service 
Reasonable  Rates 

1^ 


A,  Free  Estimates 
415  826-6160 
415  566-1920 


DOC  TRAIhlINC 


One-on-one  Icwons 
in  the  doG’s  ow/n  environment 
(home'^or  businesi) 


Po.Box  rtMTisconiizf- 


ROBERT'S 
QUALITY 
,  PAINTING 

Interior  •  Exterior 
Serving  Noe  \iilley  since  1 QS5 

“NO  JOB  TOO  SMALL” 

Uc.  #526359  553-3838 


North 

Cal 

Roofing 

Lie  M569S21 

John  Bailey 
415  333-3701 

All  Types 
Free  Estimates 


(650)  871-9977 


Some  services  advertised 
in  the  Noe  Valley  Voice  may 
be  performed  by  individuals 
and  companies  not  licensed 
by  the  State  of  California. 
The  Voice  is  not  responsible 
for  the  services  of  these 
individuals  and  companies. 
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CLASSY  SWEATS 


(wcaihcr  |XTniittin}:) 


— j  - 


Fresh 

Holiday  Turkeys 

featuring 
Zacky  Natural 
Turkeys 
and 

Free  Range  Diestel 


Ducks,  Geese, 
Quail  &  Rabbit 

Free  Range 
Poultry 

Specialty 
Poultry  Sausages 


Cooking  up 

Cioppino,  Paella  or  BouiUabaisse? 

We've  got  the  finest  quality 
clams,  mussels,  shrimp,  scallops, 

&  fish  -  w  hole,  sliced,  or  filleted! 


282-3331 

2590  Mission  Street,  @  22nd 


FISH  &  POULTRY 


^  Sli 


arini  an 


(J.  Gootlwill 


wor 


Is  'W'ondlers  ^ 


49er  and  Giants  Apparel 
for  Kids  &  Adults 

Sweats 

Leotards 

Tights 

Swimsuits 


Noe  Valley 
History  Quiz 

In  what  year  -  and  where  - 
was  this  photo  taken? 

Photo  by  Ed  Buryn 


GOING  OUT  OF  IIUSU 


SALE 


4068  24th  Street  near  Castro  •  824-3417 


Take  advantage  of  dearance  prices  before  Christmas 

THANKS  FOR  12  CHEAT  YEARS 
ON  24TH  STREET 
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Neighborhood  Services 


Architecture  &:  Planning 

•  RcnKxicling,  additions,  and  new  buildings 

•  lxx:al  practitioner;  neighborhtxxl- specific 
design 

•  \  ariance  applications.  Planning  approvals, 
and  Building  Permits 

•  Pree  initial  consultation:  WTiat  do  you 
have  in  mind? 

Stephen  P.  Johnston,  AIA 

249  Fair  Oaks  Street 
Sau  Francisco,  CA.  94110 
(415)  282.6344 


SINCE 

1976 

★★★★★★ 

Richard  Hippard 

Broker 

864-7800  ext  567 


VANGUARD 

PROPERTIES 

1 84 1  Market  Street 
San  Frandsco,  CA  94103 


Linda  G.  Rose,  lcsw 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

moving  towar^ii  emotional,  physical, 
mental,  and  spiritual  well  being 
taw 

41 5-643-3996 

SAN  FRANCISCO  '  NOE  VALLEY  OFFICE 
BCD,ADTR  LCS  15026 


DIRT  CHEAP 
PLANE  TICKETS 

824-2550 

Book  Charters  to  Europe  Now 


dirt  cheap  travel 
3901  23rd  St. 


PROBLEMS 

WITH  FOOD? 

UNCOMFORTABLE  WITH  YOUR  BODY? 

WHy  NOT  TfllK  TO  SOMEONE  WHO  REALiy  UNDERSTANDS? 

Experienced  Eating  Disorders  Therapist 

Evening  appointments  available 
Some  insurance  accepted 

Diana  Murphy  MFCC  (MFC  32704) 
(415)681-1767 


Fee 


Individual,  Couple 
&  Family  Therapy 

The  USF  Center  for  Child  &  Family  Development 

frDfRS20prrsff!iXin 

2601  Mission  SntEn  #206 

550-2621 


THERAPEUTIC 

MASSAGE 

^  CB  REIKI 

Swedish  •  Shiatsu  •  Deep  Tissue 
GiFT  CERTiFICATES 

Jamey  Jacobus,  CMT 

824-2765  Member  AMTA 

ROOMMATES 
s  NOW!. 

New  yea  Caa  Sasca  ReeaiMtcs  ia  Advaaccl 

Matched  to  YOUR  Cftterta  by  phone. 

Hear  roommates  in  their  own  voices,  before  you 
interview  them!  It's  confidential.  Your  orofile  is  heard 
on/y  by  those  who  match  YOUR  criteria.  All  lifestyles. 

Free  M-hr  Infet  (415)  «t«-705« 

1  LIST  YOUR  VACANCY  FREE!  | 

'  "  ■! 

Dating,  Marriage,  Relationships 
Parent  Child  Specialist 
Learn  to  Negotiate  and 

Achieve  What  You  Want 

Fifteen  Years  Experience 
Personalized,  Caring 
Treatment 

4151263-6744 
Ilene  WolflF 
MFCC,  RDT 


Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Dr.  Jonathon  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis 
San  Francisco  •  563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 


Need  hetp  getting  your  business  onTue? 
Baffled  by  the  Internet?  Research? 

Web  Site  Development 

Call  (415)  647-8366 
Or  email  to:  welyHge@aol.com 

Bpecializiryg  in  smal  businesses 
and  seK-emptoyed  persons 


Lanny  K.  Fielder 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

211  Steiner  Street 
San  Francisco  94117 

Tel:  (415)  703-0834 


Acupuncture  Clinic  & 

Chinese  Herbal  Pharmacy 

1201  Noe  Street  (at  25th)  •  415  285.0931 

Convenient  concentrated  liquid  extracts,  tablets, 
teas,  bulk  herbs,  nutritional  supplements 
Acupuncture  by  appointment 

Ancient  Remedies  for  Modem  Ailments 


relaxing 

beverly  mesch 

healing 

n  n 

massage  (\ 

pf 

counseling 

\  1  1  hour  $45 

hypnosis 

1  1/2  hours  $60 

reiki 

(415)  661-4034 

(20U7tse//in^ 

ysjsiAciateS' 

San  Francisco  &  Marin 

Caufornia  ucense  M6748 

Member,  CAMFT,  NAFL  (cunical) 

(415)  383-2120 

J.  Juan  Alcedo,  M.  A,  Ph  D. 
Cunical  Director 

chuck  anthony 

progressive,  orchittctuml  design 

^t-sewiuve  863  *8426 

(3C5t^  for  interior 
and  exterior  reno  - 
vation,  addition 

small-scale 
residential  projects. 
welcomed. 

Victorian 

Garden 

ROGER  R.  RUBIN 

Attorney  and  Counselor  at  Law 

Bed  &  Breakfast  •  Noe  \dlley 

(415)  441 1112 

26tll  Street  (tetween  Sancliez  &  Noe) 

Suite  witli  kitcLen — 

Private  entrance  and  katkroom 

Law  Chambers 

1155  Pine  Street 

415  206-0202 

San  Francisco  94109 

TIBETAN 

rse  etten  Ung  Center 

•  Meditation 

•  Teachings 

4  Joost  Awe. 
San  Francisco 
(415)  339-a002 

BUDDHISM 

Love  •  Compassion  •Joy  •  Equanimity 


Mbrfers’s  Comp. 
Private  Insnnmu 


4^ 

C^-  ••!«■<  'H. 


Larry  Forsberg,  LAe. 


Licensed  Acupanctwist 
Chinese  HerMogist 


(d 

1201  Noe  Street 
(415X46-8084 
email:  acumeiater#aoLcom 


ANN  L.  FOLEY,  L.C.S.W. 

MARGUERITE  SAIMON,  MFCC 

^cOonneU 

Psychotherapy  for  Women 

Childhood  Trauma  •  Relationships 
Grief  and  Loss  •  Blocked  Creativity 
Adult  Children  of  Aging  Parents 

(415)  273-1598 

license  #16778 

•■•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Noe  Valley  Affordable 

(415)  487-7601  MFC  *34484 

l^eaver 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

409 1  24th  Street 

NOE  VALLEY 
(415)  641-0700 

Christie  Winn 

Pi(mo  Lessons  for 
Beginners 

Affiliated  with  California 
Vocal  Arts  Studio 

In  Noe  Valley 

Christine  Seigel  826-5154, 

Macintosh  Helo 

Early  Childhood^^^^j^^^B 

Specialist 

•  Piano  Lessons  /  £ 

•  Group  Classes 

•  Children's  Musicianship 

415  -  282-8726 

-Set  up  &  training  for  your  Mac  System 
-Connection  loAOL,  Internet  &  others 
-Troubleshooting  problems 
-Selection  &  installation  of  software 

•  14  years  working  at  Apple  • 

Steve  Kolesar 
415.821.2012 
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MORE  GROUPS  TO  JOIN 


Amnesty  International  Group  80 
Contact;  Lauren  Fondahl,  587-7299 
Mailing  Address:  562  Bright  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94132 
Meetings:  First  TTiursday  of  month,  Noe 
Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.,  7:30  p.m. 
Business  Network  International 
Contact:  Mike  Hager,  president,  285-7409 
Mailing  Address:  276  29th  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 3 1 

Meetings:  Every  Tuesday,  8  to  9:30  a.m. 

Miss  Millie’s  Restaurant,  4123  24th  St. 

Castro  Area  Planning  +  Action 

Conuct:  Linton  Stables,  541-0344,  ext.  230; 

capa@home4us.org 

Meetings:  Second  TTiursday  of  month. 

Eureka  Valley  Recreation  Center, 

100  Collingwood  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Diamond  Heights  Community  Association 
Contact;  Robert  Dockendorff,  826-3867 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  31529, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  First  Thursday  of  month, 

7:30  p.m.  Call  for  location. 

Dolores  Heights  Improvement  Club 
Contact:  Amy  Powell,  647-4228 
Mailing  Address:  3732  21st  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

Meetings:  Bimonthly;  membership  meetings 

semi-annually.  Call  for  details. 

Duncan  Newburg  Association  (DNA) 
Contact:  Evelyn  Martin,  826-6734;  Keith 
Eickman,  282-8988;  Dennis  Downing, 
647-0937;  or  Deanna  Mooney,  821-4045 
Mailing  Address:  560  Duncan  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

Meetings:  Held  periodically.  Call  for  details. 

East  &  West  of  Castro  Street 
Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Paul  Kantus,  647-3753 
Mailing  Address:  492  Douglass  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

Meetings:  First  Wednesday  of  month,  Noe 

Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Eureka  Valley  Promotion  Association 
Contact:  Lion  Barnett,  255-3624 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  14137, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Third  Thursday  (except  July, 
August,  and  December),  Eureka  Valley  Rec¬ 
reation  Center,  100  Collingwood  St.,  7  p.m. 
Fair  Oaks  Neighbors 
Contact:  Paul  Nixon,  647-5183 
Mailing  Address:  163  Fair  Oaks  St., 

San  Francisco,  C A  941 10 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

Fairmount  Neighborhood  Association 
Contact:  Susan  Nutter,  285-8484 
Mailing  Address;  78  Harper  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

Meetings:  Held  periodically  at  Upper  Noe 

Recreation  Center,  Day  &  Sanchez,  7  p.m. 


Friends  of  Glen  Canyon  Park 
Contact:  Richard  Craib,  648-0862 
Mailing  Address;  140  Turquoise  Way, 

San  Frarjcisco,  CA  94 1 3 1 

Meetings;  Third  Wednesday  of  the  month, 

Glen  Park  Recreation  Center,  7:30  p.m. 

Call  for  details. 

Friends  of  Noe  Valley 
Contact;  Harry  Stem,  821-1086 
Mailing  Address:  4250  26th  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

Meetings:  General  meetings  are  held  the 

second  Thursday  of  the  month  in  Feb., 

April,  June,  Aug.,  Oct.,  and  Dec. 

Noe  Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St.,  7:45  p.m. 

La  Leche  League  of  San  Francisco 
Contact:  Thalia  DeWolf,  641-8366 
Mailing  Address:  47  Costa  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA94110 

Meetings:  First  Tuesday  of  month,  Bernal 

Heights  Library,  Cortland  &  Moultrie, 

10:15  a.m. 

Liberty  Hill  Neighborhood  As.sociation 
Contact:  Julie  Dilley,  president,  647-7196, 
jdilley@earthlink.net;  Joanna  Sacks,  vice 
president,  495-1 470,  joanna@softmed.com 
Mailing  Address;  3288  21st  St.,  Box  44, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
Meetings:  Executive  board  meets  first 
Tuesday  of  month;  general  meetings 
quarterly.  Call  for  details. 

Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club 
Contact:  Dave  Monks,  82 1  -4087 
Mailing  Address:  1652  Dolores  St.  #6, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
Meetings;  Second  Wednesday  of  month, 

7  p.m.  Call  for  location. 

Noe  Valley  Merchants  and  Professionals 
Association 

Contact:  Robert  Roddick,  641-8692 
Mailing  Address:  Robert  T.  Roddick, 

Noe  Valley  Law  Offices,  P.O.  Box  460574, 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 14-6003 
Meetings:  Last  Wednesday  of  month. 

Bank  of  America,  24th  &  Castro,  9  a.m. 

Noe  Valley  Neighborhood  Parks 
Improvement  Association 
Contact:  Dorthe  Deubler,  824-4680 
Mailing  Address:  622  Douglass  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

Meetings:  Held  periodically.  Call  for  details. 

Outer  Noe  Valley  Merchants 

Contact;  Jim  Appenrodt,  641-1500 

Mailing  Address:  294  29th  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  First  Monday  of  month, 

St.  Paul’s  Church  cafeteria,  3  p.m. 

Upper  Noe  Neighbors 
Contact:  Janice  Gendreau,  641-5989 
Mailing  Address:  403  28th  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

Meetings;  Every  other  month.  Upper  Noe 

Recreation  Center,  Day  &  Sanchez. 

Call  for  specifics. 


HERTH 


Serving  Our 
Community  since 
1965 

555  Castro  Street  861-5200 
WWW .  herth  .com 


HOLIDAY  SHOPPING 
NIGHTMARES? 


WHERE  CAN  VOl  FIND. 


Tenni.s  racquets,  racquetball  racquets,  tennis  balls,  gym  wear, 
gym  bags,  tennis  bags,  yoga  wear,  baseball  caps,  visors,  men’s 
and  women’s  shoes,  racquetballs,  sport  watches,  sport 
sunglasses,  designer  sunglasses,  basketball  shorts,  tennis  shorts, 
running  shorts,  men’s  and  women’s  polo  shirts,  ‘*T’’-shirt.s, 
sweat  pants  and  tops,  socks  (high,  mid,  and  roll  top),  racquet 
grips,  racquet  dampeners,  Fetchums  doggie  toys,  children’s 
racquets,  pleated  skirts,  wrap  tennis  skirts,  tennis  dresses,  water 
bottles,  sandals,  tennis  bracelets,  earrings,  gift  baskets,  sunglass 
holders,  elbow  wraps,  tennis  elbow  splints,  knee  supports  and 
wraps,  fleece  pullovers,  turtle  neck  shirts,  sweat  towels,  women’s 
panties,  tennis/racquetball/squash  racquet  stringing  .services 
(next  day),  wristbands  and  headbands,  even  fresh  juice  and 

nutrition  bars? 

NO,  WER’E  NOT  TALKING  ABOUT  A  DRIV  E  TO 
THE  MALL!  TRY  \  OrR  BACK\  ARD! 

Tennis  &  active  Wear 

f\  tennis  shop  and  so  much  more! 

PURCHA.se  a  40-tOV  E  GIFT  CERTIFTCATE! 

HOLIDAY  SALE!!! 

BLOWOUT  PRICES  ON  SPALDING  TENNIS  RACQUETS,  CAPS,  GV  M 
W  EAR,  GN  M  BAGS  AND  SUNGLASSES! 

HOURS:  M-F  I0A.VI-7P.V1  SAT.  9A-5PM  SUN.  1 1 A-5P 
4156  24"' St..  San  Francisco.  Ca  941 14 
(415)643-8859  (415)  643-0.S09-F 

www.40luv.cxxn 


Hidden  Cottage  Bed  and  Breakfast 

wishes  to  thank  our  friends  and  neighbors 
for  their  business  in  1998. 

We  wish  you  a  Merry  Christinas  and  a  Happy  New  Year. 

—Dave  Cannata  &  Gmjjer  Karek 

Do''*  &  Ginger  Qmrxjta's 

<aDDffl(°riii(y 

1‘ea/c^asf 

1 1 86  Noe  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

415-282-4492 

Ginger  Karels  of  B  J  Droubi  &  Ca  also  wishes  to  thank 
her  cUents  and  friends  for  their  real  estate  business  over  the  past  year 
and  invites  you  to  call  with  your  real  estate  needs 
4128  24th  Street 


San  Francisco,  California  94114 
(415)550-1300 
vm  550-1302  x  217  •  fax  550-1149 


50  Th*  No«  Valley  Voice  •  December  l998/)anuary  1999 


CLASS  ADS 


Home  Heating  Specialist  Warm  air  furnaces,  duct¬ 
work.  chimneys  installed,  replaced.  Problem  sys¬ 
tems  improved,  quieted.  Fifteen  years  serving  Noe 
Valley.  Licensed.  Call  Larry  Fitzsimmons.  826-0308. 

Daytime  Room  Rental.  Ideal  for  a  writer  or  any¬ 
one  else  who  needs  a  quiet  one-person  work  space 
(but  not  appropnate  if  you're  looking  for  a  place  to 
see  clients).  Room  is  medium-sized  (around  12  x 
14),  located  in  back  of  a  detached,  unused  garage 
(was  once  used  as  a  music  practice  room),  and  ac¬ 
cessed  through  a  private  side  entrance.  Access  to 
own  bathroom  and  a  semi-kitchen  (frig,  sink,  toast¬ 
er  oven).  Bernal  Heights,  near  Cortland  Avenue. 
Rent  negotiable,  based  on  frequency  of  use.  What 
do  you  need?  Call  550-1991  and  let's  discuss  pos- 
sibilties.  Available  Jan.  1st. 

New  Year's  Eve  at  the  Integral  Yoga  Institute. 
Everyone  welcome!  Start  the  New  Year  with  a  pos¬ 
itive.  peaceful  evening.  We  will  begin  the  evening 
with  a  service  reaffirming  our  oneness  by  honoring 
all  major  world  spiritual  traditions,  followed  by 
chanting  and  a  meditabon  leading  into  the  New 
Year.  8:30  p.m.  to  midnight.  By  donation.  Integral 
Yoga  Institute.  770  Dolores  St.  (4 1 5)  82 1  - 1 1 1 7. 


Writing  Children's  Books.  Dim  those  bedtime  sto¬ 
ries  into  published  works.  Learn  about  the  craft  of 
writing  and  publishing  for  the  world's  most  de¬ 
lightful  audience:  children.  Gain  insights,  tips,  prac¬ 
tical  information,  and  floodtides  of  inspiration  for 
writing  picture  and  novelty  books,  beginnning  read¬ 
ers.  and  chapter  books.  Instructor  Alison  Inches  has 
written  over  20  children's  books,  including  the  best¬ 
selling  Go  to  Bed  Fred  and  the  popular  In  the 
Kitchen  with  Miss  Piggy.  She  has  b«n  a  seniw 
writer  and  editor  for  Jim  Henson  Productions,  and 
an  editor  for  Dial  Books  for  Young  Readers.  Satur¬ 
day.  Jan.  9,  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  $100.  To  sign  up.  call 
The  Writing  Parlor,  642-7875. 

Sunday  Services  at  the  Integral  Yoga  Institute.  The 
Integral  Yoga  Institute  has  Sunday  services  each 
week  from  11  a.m.  to  12:30  p.m.  We  begin  with 
some  chanting,  then  a  brief  discussion  on  the  spiri¬ 
tual  aspects  of  yoga,  a  worship  service,  and  con¬ 
clude  with  a  short  meditation.  All  are  welcome.  770 
Dolores  St.  415-  821-1117. 

Parental  Loss  Group  Starting  Soon.  Share  expe¬ 
riences  about  your  loss  in  a  safe  supportive  space 
with  other  adults.  Includes:  coping  with  the  emo¬ 
tional  roller  coaster  of  grief:  sadness,  feeling  over¬ 
whelmed.  anger,  relief;  handling  practical  matters 
—  legal,  financial,  medical  bills,  and  personal  ef¬ 
fects;  balancing  the  demands  of  everyday  life  with 
the  grieving  process;  dealing  with  anniversaries  and 
holidays;  searching  for  acceptance  and  meaning  in 
your  loss.  Please  call  for  more  information.  Indi¬ 
vidual  and  couples  psychotherapy  also  available. 
Carol  Schlesinger.  L.C.S.W.  415-431-9320. 

Mac  Computer?  Need  Help?  I  can... help  you 
clean  up  your  computer,  teach  you  how  to  get  on¬ 
line  and  send  e-mail,  teach  you  how  to  surf  the  Web. 
help  you  build  a  web  page.  etc.  I  am  the  tech  coor¬ 
dinator  at  a  private  elementary  school.  Evenings  and 
weekends  in  your  home.  641-7062. 

Dog  Walking  Service  of  San  Francisco!  Bonded 
and  insured.  731-0120. 

Tahoe  Getaway!  Beautiful  Tahoe  home  in  presti¬ 
gious  Incline  Village.  Ski  Diamond  Peak,  Squaw 
Valley,  Alpine.  Northstar  and  more.  Large  kitchen, 
three  bedrooms,  two  baths,  steam/sauna  room,  liv¬ 
ing  room  with  fireplace,  two  decks,  garage,  all  ap¬ 
pliances  and  laundry.  Call  998-7955. 

Sunny  Mexico!  Five-star  beautiful  Terrasol  CoikIos 
beach  resort,  Cabo  San  Lucas.  Step  from  deck  to  the 
sand!  TWo  bedrooms,  two  baths,  kitchen.  Jacuzzi, 
pools.  Lovers  Beach,  great  fishing,  diving.  998- 
7955. 

Tony  the  Tile  Man.  Ceramics  since  1979,  also 
linoleum  and  carpet.  Free  estimates.  208-5522. 

Gardening.  Consultations,  design,  and  renova¬ 
tions.  Expert  planting,  pruning,  and  maintenance  us¬ 
ing  organic  methods.  626-1258. 


»For  your  convenience, 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice 
Class  Ads  are 
posted  on  our  web 
site.  Most  of  our 
stories  are  there,  too. 


1  Love  Housework!  Thorough,  reliable  service, 
reasonable  rates.  Kate.  431-4383. 

Construetkm/Carpentry  Services,  Over  20  years 
professional  experience  in  all  phases  of  remodeling. 
Marcus,  at  647-6087,  California  license  #752127, 

Creative  Writing  Workshops.  Intimate  and  sup¬ 
portive  creative  writing  classes  of  6  to  12  people, 
offered  year-round  in  8-  to  10-week  sessions.  Fic¬ 
tion,  poetry,  essays  &  memoirs,  journal-keeping, 
screenwriting,  songwriting,  magazine  feature  writ¬ 
ing,  book  proposals  and  more,  taught  by  experi¬ 
enced,  enthusiastic  instructors.  Next  session  of 
classes  begins  in  late  January.  Call  642-9793  for 
more  information. 

Picture  This  —  A  Great  Gift  idea!  Commissioned 
watercolors  fitan  $85.  plus  tax.  Specializing  in 
houses,  gardens,  and  views  of  San  Francisco.  Free 
consultation  with  no  obligation.  You'll  see  samples 
of  my  work  and  we'll  discuss  your  idea  for  a  paint¬ 
ing.  Or  call  to  visit  my  Noe  Valley  studio  and  select 
from  a  wide  variety  of  reasonably  priced  paintings 
— landscapes,  flowers,  gardens,  seascapes,  still 
lifes,  abstracts,  and  San  Francisco  scenes — framed 
and  ready  for  you  to  take  with  you.  Call  Susan  Ster- 
nau,  at  285-0696. 

Chikicare  Provider.  Warm,  loving,  generous  moth¬ 
er  of  four  grown  boys  has  taken  care  of  many  Noe 
Valley  babies.  Looking  for  new  babyAoddler  to  care 
for.  References  available.  Rosario,  337-0702. 

Aleutian  Goose  Festival  March  26, 27, 28.  Califor¬ 
nia  nortliem  redwood  coast.  Spectacular  event  for 
all  who  enjoy  birding.  photography,  nature,  and  wild¬ 
ness.  Workshops,  field  trips,  water  excursions  for 
avid  birders  to  the  budding  naturalist.  E-mail:  Calla 
@wave.net.  Web:  http:! Iwww.delnorte .org! soar. 

What  Heals???  See  my  answer  to  this  question  in 
the  Psychology  &  Therapy  section  of  Common 
Ground  or  at  my  web  site:  www.sirius.coml 
~eliyahu.  Elliott  Isenbeig.  Ph.D.  Licensed  psy¬ 
chologist.  Noe  Valley  office.  695-0499. 

Garage  W'anted  for  one  or  two  cars.  Reward! 
Working  couple  need  garage  located  between  20th 
and  23rd  streets  and  between  Church  and  Guerrero. 
Call  554-9645, 

Training  Materials  for  Sale:  Focus  on  youth,  de¬ 
veloping  life  skills.  641-5153. 

Therapeutic  Massage.  Swedish/Esalen,  Lomi- 
lomi,  pre-natal,  and  traditional  Thai  (Wat  Po  style). 
Relieve  your  tensions  with  a  soothing,  healing  mas¬ 
sage  today!  Noe  Valley  or  on-site.  Reasonable  rates. 
Certified  practitioner.  Call  Anita,  285-5125. 


Wanted:  Sublet  Mid-December/January,  Noe 
Valley,  for  family  fiom  Europe.  Call  Linda,  826- 
7060. 

Housecleaning.  Responsible,  experienced,  orga¬ 
nized,  affordable.  Juliana,  (650)  742-0289. 

ProfessionaL  Eithkal  Counseling.  ClairvoyatKe, 
astrology,  etc.  Twenty  years  experience.  Reasonable 
rates.  Hione  or  in  person.  Free,  first  session.  Aiuia. 
(415)  826-7190. 

Dream  Study  Group  to  meet  twice  a  month.  Use 
your  dreams  to  tap  into  the  wisdom  of  the  uncon¬ 
scious.  Ongoing  group,  but  need  a  commitment  of 
six  to  eight  meetings.  Free!  For  further  information 
call  Philip  Gctrie,  CHT,  at  641-7457. 

Guided  Writing  Marathon!  Explode  words  wide 
open!  Send  them  boldly  forth  where  no  words  have 
gone  before!  Write  forward,  backward,  and  upside 
down!  Plunge  in!  Soar!  Fall  in  love  with  dynamic 
verbs,  embrace  fleshy  nouns!  Murder  adverbs! 
Smother  clutter!  Play  with  metaphors,  explore 
rhythms,  give  your  words  more  passion  and  color! 
Kick  off  the  New  Year  by  doing  (and  then  sharing) 
a  broad  variety  of  imaginative  writing  exercises  de¬ 
signed  to  inspire  new  ideas  and  expand  basic  skills. 
Saturday,  Jan.  2,  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  $70.  To  register 
call  The  Writing  Parlor,  642-7875. 

Hatha  Yoga.  Learn  yoga  postures,  deep  relaxation, 
and  breathing  techniques.  Beginners  welcome. 
Bring  a  towel,  loose  clothing,  and  empty  stomach. 
Qasses  daily.  Phone  824-9600  for  the  class  sched¬ 
ule.  $8  ($5  for  first  class  and  seniors).  Integral  Yoga 
Insumte.  770  Dolores  St.  (4 1 5)  82 1  - 1 1 1 7. 

Woman  Living  with  MS,  40-soniething,  needs 
home  health  aide,  two  mornings  a  week,  flexible, 
help  with  showering,  exercises,  laundry.  I  am  look¬ 
ing  for  a  positive,  strong,  responsible  woman  to  help 
me  get  stronger.  $25  a  day.  (^1  Laurie,  at  695- 1 204 
before  9  p.m.  Will  train. 


Mother  of  Two  with  bachelors  degree  in  early 
childhood  education.  CPR  certified,  can  care  for 
your  child  in  my  warm  and  loving  home.  Full  and 
part-time  hours  available.  Please  call  415-648-5891 
for  more  mformation. 

Wanted:  Rental,  One  Bedroom  for  responsible  fe¬ 
male  attorney  relocating  to  city,  mid-January  or  lat¬ 
er.  Prefer  light,  spacious,  hardwood  floors,  laundry, 
parking.  Noe  Valley  or  surroundings.  Joyce,  285- 
1867. 

Because  Education  is  a  Life  Decision.  SAT/PSAT 
individualized  instruction.  Result-oriented,  experi¬ 
enced,  credentialed  teacher.  Call  Mrs.  Glasser,  San 
Francisco,  415-587-6058. 


Station  for  Rent  for  stylist  with  clientele.  C!all  Phil 
or  Bridget,  753-5665. 

Nanny  Wanted  for  one  breast-fed  infant,  30  to  35 
hoursAveek.  Experience.  References.  Able  to  speak 
English  or  French.  Call  Ariane,  415-642-0681  be¬ 
tween  5:30-7:30  pm. 

Reliable  and  Thorough  Housecleaning.  We  also 
do  partial  laundry  within  the  same  place  or  build¬ 
ing,  inside  windows.  Very  flexible.  Five  years  of  ex¬ 
perience.  Good  references  $  1 5/hour.  Please  call  Ely 
or  Andre,  at  415-831-3773  or  305-6624. 

Fitness  Personal  Training  Coach.  Women  35  and 
Over,  be  trained  by  a  master  55-year-old  female 
trainer.  One-hour  sessions,  $65;  20  years  experience 
and  references  available.  Phone  Benefsha  Gest, 
752-2900. 

Cartoonist  Wanted  to  collaborate  on  project,  il¬ 
lustrating  stories.  Call  Merrill  at  415-282-7103. 

Acting  and  Improvisation  Classes  in  Noe  Valley. 
Acting  for  Beginners:  Jan.  14  to  March  4,  6:30  to 
8:30  p.m.  Improvisation  Games:  Jan.  16  to  March 
6,  1 1  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  Build  self-esteem,  confidence, 
and  spontaneity.  Call  ACT  1  for  more  information: 
824-ACTl. 

Five  Friends:  Family  Daycare,  lie.  #384000063. 
Ages  3  to  5,  credentialed  teacher.  Warm  creative  en¬ 
vironment.  West  Portal  area.  9  a.m.  to  3  p.m./$500. 
Call  Katie.  415-587-6058. 

Fluoride,  Chlorine,  Cryptosporidium  water  fil¬ 
tration  systems.  Sink,  full  house,  shower.  415-248- 
1869. 

Quiet,  Sunny,  Two-Bedroom  Flat  with  beautiful 
garden  in  Noe  Valley  Victorian,  available  early  Jan¬ 
uary  —  early  April  1999.  Good  transportation, 
washer/dryer.  282-7764. 

Dog  Walking  Service  of  San  Francisco!  Bonded 
and  insured!  731-0120! 

Relax  with  Therapeutic  Massage.  Whether  you 
are  interested  in  harmonizing  your  spiritual  state 
with  your  physical  well  being,  or  combating  chron¬ 
ic  pain  and  tension — I  can  help.  Combining  deep 
tissue/acupressure/traditional  Swedish/reflexology 
to  maximize  the  benefits  of  each  session.  Use  of 
essential  oils  optional.  Megan  Linney,  CMT.  415- 
695-8264.  AMTA  member.  20  percent  discount 
with  mention  of  this  ad. 

Community  School  Needs  Help  in  the  computer 
lab!  CHarisWorks,  HyperStudio  knowledge  neces¬ 
sary.  Chance  to  learn,  work  with  kids.  $  12/hour. 
647-2887. 

Help  Wanted.  Highly  respected  multi-specialty 
women's  practice  affiliated  with  UCSF  needs  ex¬ 
perienced  medical  personnel:  Office  manager  with 
clinical  background  preferred,  managerial  and  su¬ 
pervision  experience  required.  Front  receptionists, 
back  office  and  medical  records  personnel  needed. 
Please  fax  resume  with  salary  requirements  to 
Nicole  Farber,  415-885-8144. 

Yerba  Buena  Ayurveda.  Full-service  Ayurvedic 
center.  Enhance  your  health  and  well  being.  Dietary 
and  lifestyle  consultations.  Massage.  Herbal  steams. 
Classes  and  workshops.  Gift  certificates.  415-440- 
0109. 

Planning  a  Party?  Catering  Available  for  most 
events,  ranging  from  intimate  dinner  parties  to  large 
buffets,  cocktail  parties  to  business  lunches.  Con¬ 
tact  Cactus  Catering,  your  neighborhood  caterer,  at 
641-1588. 

Secretarial  Help  Needed,  6- 12  hours/month.  641- 
5127. 

Home  and  Office  Cleaning.  Experienced,  great  ref¬ 
erences.  Reasonable  rates.  Call  Elli,  415-661-5941. 

Help  Me  Get  My  Child  Ready  and  on  the  school 
bus  between  7:20  a.m.  and  8:20  a.m.  More  hours 
possible.  Call  821-0343. 

Kindred  Spirits  who  may  have  been  in  a  women's 
group  in  the  early  70s  wanted.  With  a  job,  child,  hus¬ 
band,  and  dog  it's  hard  to  meet  similar  women. 
Would  anyone  like  to  meet  for  dinner  once  a  month? 
821-0343. 

Moving?  Take  Your  Old  Home  With  You!  Com¬ 
missioned  watercolors  from  $85,  plus  tax.  Special¬ 
izing  in  houses,  gardens,  and  views  of  San  Francis¬ 
co.  Free  consultation  with  no  obligation.  You'll  see 
samples  of  my  work,  and  we’ll  discuss  your  idea  for 
a  painting.  Call  Susan  Stemau  at  285-0696. 

Carpentry,  Ceramic  Tile,  Drywall,  decks,  finish 
carpentry,  hardwood  floor  refinishing,  painting. 
Reasonable  prices,  good  references,  ftee  estimates. 
Call  Brad,  627-4065. 
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Thx  Preparation  and  Consulting.  My  lO-year-old 
practice  consists  largely  of  self-employed  individ¬ 
uals,  many  of  whom  ate  artists  or  musicians.  I  also 
specialize  in  helping  non-filers,  audit  repre.senta- 
tion,  offers- in-compromise,  and  pre-bankruptcy  tax 
planning.  Call  Alan  Steger,  E.A..  (415)  387-3057. 

Six-Week  Hatha  Yoga  Class.  This  class  will  intro¬ 
duce  you  to  basic  yoga  postures,  breathing  practices, 
and  deep  relaxation  techniques.  It  will  allow  for  per¬ 
sonal  attention  and  in-depth  instruction.  Tuesdays, 
beginning  Jan.  19. 7:30  to  9  p.m.  Please  register  in 
advance.  Call  (415)  821-1117.  $42.  Integral  Yoga 
Institute,  770  Dolores  St. 

Housecleaning.  Experienced.  Excellent  references. 
Own  car.  $  15/hour.  (650)  992-0538,  Gil. 

Custom  Drapes,  Slipcovers,  top  treatment,  duvet 
covers,  table  covers,  pillows.  Custom  bedspread 
made.  Notary  on  wheels.  C!all  Doris,  (415)  337- 
9003  or  708-9620  pager. 

Skilled,  Caring  Psychotherapy  to  heal  emotional 
wounds,  discover  new  directions,  revitalize  rela¬ 
tionships.  Jennifer  Feeley,  M.A.,  registered 
M.F.C.C.  intern,  specializing  in  depression,  creative 
blocks,  career  and  life  transitions.  Experienced 
counseling  in  warm,  calming  environment.  Sliding 
scale  fees.  Free  phone  consultation.  Individuals, 
couples,  families.  (415)  241-8860. 

Liberty  Hill  Sublet.  Very  bright  one-bedroom  flat 
with  panoramic  downtown  and  Bay  Bridge  views, 
near  cafes  and  J-Church.  Hardwood,  fireplace,  cen¬ 
tral  heat,  dining  room,  parking,  washer/dryer.  Ref¬ 
erences,  please!  Available  approximately  Dec.  1  to 
Jan.  3  (maybe  longer?).  $2,200.  (415)  821-1085. 

Gentle  Yoga.  Simple  stretches  and  yoga  postures, 
deep  relaxation,  and  breathing  techniques  to  gently 
stretch  and  strengthen  the  body.  Beginners  welcome. 
Bring  a  towel,  loose  clothing,  and  empty  stomach. 
Sundays,  9:30  to  1 1  a.m.  $7  ($4  for  first  class  and 
seniors).  Integral  Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St. 
(415)  821-1117. 


Dog  Walkers  Wanted!  Must  have  car.  Dog  Walk¬ 
ing  Service  of  San  Francisco.  731-0120. 

Exploring  Our  Myth:  An  eight-week  group  for 
women,  exploring  our  myth  from  a  Jungian  per¬ 
spective,  meets  Wednesday  evenings  at  4112  24th 
St.,  San  Francisco.  Gabrielle  Guedet,  a  Jungian-ori- 
ented  MFCC  with  a  private  practice  in  both  San 
Francisco  and  Sacramento,  has  written  and  taught 
this  concept  to  various  clinical  groups.  $  1 40/month. 
(916)422-1476. 

Vacation  Room  Rental,  upper  Noe  Valley.  Clean, 
safe,  comfortable.  Ideal  for  visiting  family.  (415) 
821-4890. 

Pranayama  and  Meditation.  This  six-week  class 
presents  the  basics  of  meditation  and  breathing  prac¬ 
tices.  Discover  for  yourself  how  these  practices  can 
improve  the  quality  of  your  life,  raise  your  standard 
of  health,  and  bring  new  clarity  and  dynamism  to 
your  mind.  Please  register  in  advance.  Call  (415) 
821-1117.  Mondays,  beginning  Jan.  18,  7:30  to  9 
p.m.,  $42.  Integral  Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St. 

Home  Cleaning.  Excellent  reference,  professional. 
Reasonable  price,  offering  service  seven  days  a 
week.  For  more  detail  call  Eni/Nadir,  (415)  643- 
0894. 

Dolores  Park  Healing  Arts  Center,  a  group  of  al¬ 
ternative  healing  arts  practitioners  dedicated  to  pro¬ 
viding  affordable,  quality  health  care.  Sliding  scale 
available.  Amrit  Rai,  Reiki  and  Energetic  Healing, 
552-8167;  Melina  Hoder,  Bodywork,  821-2426; 
Ellen  Murland,  CTiiropractor,  626-7515. 

Own  a  Computer?  Put  it  to  work!  Full-time/part¬ 
time.  Log  onto  www.hbn.com.  Request  free  infor¬ 
mation  (access  code:  5917). 

Infant  Massage  Classes.  Learn  a  sequence  of 
strokes  that  promotes  physical  development  in  your 
baby  and  supports  the  bonding  process.  Massage  can 
provide  relief  from  gas  and  teething  and  help  babies 
sleep  longer.  Also,  a  daily  massage  enhances  the 
communication  between  infant  and  parent,  and  pro¬ 
vides  relaxation  for  both.  Classes  are  taught  pri¬ 
vately.  Instruction  by  Krista  Wathne,  certified  infant 
massage  instructor  and  member  of  the  American 
Massage  Therapy  Association.  Call  282-1779  for 
more  information. 

Pimples,  Skin  Problems,  Cellulite?  Control  group 
needed!  Possibility  of  $200  paid  for  before  and  af¬ 
ter  picnires  if  published.  Call:  (415)  908-6760. 

Furniture  Restoration.  Complete  antique  and 
modem  furniture  restoration.  Careful  European 
craftsmanship.  Expert  refinishing.  Custom  uphol¬ 
stery.  Caning.  Veneering.  Quality  repairing.  Com¬ 
petitive  prices.  Impressive  portfolio  and  references. 
Free  estimate,  pick-up,  and  delivery.  Call  Boris, 
415-587-3416. 

Non-Toxk  Housecleaning.  It’s  healthy,  effective, 
and  affordable.  I’m  through,  reliable,  and  honest. 
References  available.  Russell,  431-4975. 

One-Eyed  Jacks.  We  buy  out  or  conduct 
on-premise  estate  sales.  Will  also  buy  single  items, 
i.e.  period  furniture  from  1960s  back  (some  newer) 
and  collectibles,  oriental  mgs,  art,  jewelry,  lamps, 
tools,  garden  statuary  and  pottery,  bric-a-brac,  and 
more.  Call  or  visit  us  at  1645  Market  St.  621-4390 
and  585-1901,  Jim. 

Licensed  Painter.  Small  and  large  jobs.  Interior 
and  exterior.  Also  plaster  repair.  Please  call  Ed  at 
995-4666.  License  497-214.  Free  estimates. 
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Fitncvi  Cla.<M  for  Women  35  and  Over.  A  unique 
fitness  class  for  the  body,  mind  and  soul  taught  by 
a  55-year-old  master  personal  trainer/teacher  with 
20  years  experience  in  training  women.  Experience 
a  powerful,  safe  fitness  class  that  works.  Personal 
training  appointments  also  available.  Phone  Benef- 
sha  Gest,  752-2900. 

Web  Page  Design  from  $600.  The  Web  is  the  fastest 
growing  way  consumers  find  products . .  .can  they 
find  you?  We  also  promote  your  site  with  search  en¬ 
gine  submissions,  publicity,  and  newsletters.  Call  us 
for  makeovers  of  existing  sites,  too.  Yvonne,  415- 
643-2800,  www.hand-shake.com. 

Yoga  Sutras.  This  seven-week  class  on  yoga  psy¬ 
chology  and  philosophy  is  based  on  Patanjaii’s  yoga 
sutras.  It  teaches  us  the  yogic  concept  of  the  mind 
and  how  to  use  it  more  effectively.  Required  reading: 
Yoga  Sutras  of  Patanjali  (available  at  the  institute 
for  $  1 6).  Please  register  in  advance.  Call  (4 1 5)  82 1  - 
1117.  Tuesdays,  beginning  Jan,  19,  7:30  to  9  p.m. 
$49.  Integral  Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St. 


'Ditoring  K-5  (all  subjects)  and  English  lessons 
(all  ages).  415-863-1356. 

The  Joy  of  Singing.  Overcome  shyness,  sing  with 
support,  expand  your  breath,  and  develop  your  true 
voice.  Sensitive,  experienced  teacher,  classically 
trained.  Call  Kamala,  415-681-4279. 

Property  Owners!  Thinking  about  remodeling  or 
adding  to  a  building  or  constructing  a  new  building? 
Get  the  input  your  project  needs  from  an  experi¬ 
enced  architect.  Call  Mike  Hager  at  285-7409.  In 
Noe  Valley  since  1981;  27  years  experience.  Free 
initial  consultation. 

Why  Clean?  Allow  Me  to  Do  It!  Save  time  and 
money  with  a  detail-oriented  professional.  Clean¬ 
ing  extraordinaire  at  your  service.  Mike,  928-3199. 

Furniture  Stripped  and  Refinished.  Excellent 
work  quickly  done,  e.g.  three-drawer  dresser 
with  minor,  $200  with  pick-up.  One-Eyed  Jacks, 
621-4390. 

Time  for  You  Housecleaning.  Experienced  house¬ 
keeper  with  reasonable  rates.  Call  for  a  free  esti¬ 
mate.  References  available.  415-642-6168. 

Depth  Psychotherapy  for  individuals  and  couples. 
Specializing  in  cross-cultural  issues.  Empowemient 
for  Women,  ongoing  group,  has  openings  for 
women  in  30s/40s.  Madhu  Batheja,  MFCC,  415- 
487-6693. 

Piano  Lessons!  Repertoire,  theory,  history,  listen¬ 
ing  skills  taught  by  performer  with  master's  degree 
in  piano  performance.  Classical  music  only.  Lessons 
taught  near  Stonestown  or  in  your  home.  Patient, 
experienced  teacher.  Call  for  more  information. 
650-400-9561. 

Anxious?  Depressed?  Seasoned  therapist  special¬ 
izing  in  the  treatment  of  anxiety  difficulties  (stress 
management,  high  anxiety,  panic,  agoraphobia,  spe¬ 
cific  fears),  and  depression  using  proven  cognitive- 
behavioral  techniques.  Noe  Valley.  Insurance  ac¬ 
cepted.  Valerie  Hearn,  Ph.D.,  licensed  psychologist 
PSY  12642.  Call  415-824-3701  for  information. 

The  Wannabillies.  Celtic,  old-time,  bluegrass,  in¬ 
strumental  music.  Duo  or  trio,  guitar,  flute,  violin. 
An  uplifting  and  inspiring  addition  to  your  gather¬ 
ing.  415-773-8185. 

Upholstery.  We  repair,  rebuild  and  recover  over¬ 
stuffed  chairs,  ottomans,  sofas,  and  dining  chairs. 
Free  estimates,  reasonable  rates.  Jorge  Meraz-Baca, 
282-2256. 

Newsletters  are  the  best  way  to  promote  your  busi¬ 
ness.  They  give  people  a  hands-on  connection  to  you 
on  a  monthly  or  quarterly  basis.  Four-page  news¬ 
letters  start  at  $500,  plus  printing  and  mailing  costs. 
Yvotme,  415-643-2TO0,  www.hand-shake.com. 

Ixtapa  Mexico.  Two-bedroom,  two-bath  bungalow 
available  all  year  near  beach  and  hotels.  $300/week. 
415-641-5636. 

Cash  for  Old  Wood  Furniture,  tugs,  and  house¬ 
hold  items.  One-Eyed  Jacks,  621-4390. 

Clean  &  Natural.  Envirorunentally  friendly  clean¬ 
ing.  Same  day  service.  Call  Simone,  415-303-9865. 


Healthy  Relationships.  Tired  of  talking  about  your 
feelings  and  seeing  no  change  in  your  life  or  your 
relationship?  Relationship  therapy  with  an  empha¬ 
sis  on  learning  new  relationship  skills.  Individuals 
and  couples.  Noe  Valley.  Iitsurance  accepted.  Valerie 
Hearn,  Ph.D.,  licensed  psychologist  PSY  12642. 
Call  415-824-3701  for  iriformation. 

Piano  Lessons  for  kids.  Noe  Valley-based  musician 
with  B.A.  and  M.M.  in  music  and  pedagogy,  ac¬ 
cepting  begituung  students.  Fifteen  years  experi¬ 
ence.  Carla,  415-648-3651. 

TYees,  shrubs,  hedges.  Professional  arborist,  neigh¬ 
borhood  resident.  TWenty+  years  experience.  Free 
estiiTuiles,  reasonable  rates.  Call  with  any  garden 
questions.  Bill  Squire,  826-6160. 

Hauling.  Schlepper  Bros.  Fast,  fair,  and  fantastic. 
Yogic,  caring,  and  brave.  824-4214. 

Body  Work  by  Bruce.  Noe  Valley/Calistoga-based 
nussage  therapist  now  taking  clients:  specializing 
in  deep  tissue  and  therapeutic  massage.  Licensed. 
Has  space/can  come  to  you.  4 1 5-648-365 1 . 
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Walkin  Waggin  Pet  and  Plant  Care  by  Carla.  Noe 
Valley  resident  10  years.  Love  and  attention  for  all 
pets:  walks,  play,  and/or  sitting.  Health  care,  feed¬ 
ing,  and  hygiene.  Services  for  all  animals  (fish, 
birds,  and  horses,  too).  Responsible,  mature,  fun, 
and  smart.  Animal  caretaker/owner  with  lifetime  ex¬ 
perience.  References!  415-648-3651. 

Learn  Spanish  with  us!  Call  WEEKEND  en 
espafloir  415-923-0754. 

Piano  Lessons  for  children  and  adults.  Beginning 
and  intermediate  levels.  Classical  music  and  theory 
instruction  from  a  patient,  experienced  teacher  in 
Noe  Valley.  Elva,  415-285-5769. 

Noe’s  Nest.  Located  in  the  heart  of  Noe  Valley,  your 
home  away  from  home.  A  number  of  uniquely 
decorated  rooms  with  private  bath,  TV,  VCR,  CD 
players,  telephone  (free  local  calls),  and  voice  mail. 
Some  have  private  entrances;  views;  decks;  work¬ 
ing  fireplaces;  steam  room;  hot  tub  and  aquariums. 
Let's  not  forget  the  Brooklyn  Breakfast  Buffet.  Price 
range  $95  to  $160.  Parents,  children,  and  friends 
warmly  welcomed.  415-821-0751. 

Flute  Lessons.  Noe  Valley-based  flutist  with  B.A. 
and  M.M.  in  music  and  pedagogy,  accepting  stu¬ 
dents  of  all  ages  and  levels.  Fifteen  years  experi- 
ettce.  Carla,  415-648-3651. 

Books- Books  -  Books  Bought:  I  come  to  you.  Call 
L.  J.  469-9338  (46-year  San  Francisco  resident). 

Word  Processing  (expertise:  legal).  Tape  transcrip¬ 
tion,  editing,  mailings,  repetitive  letters,  resumes, 
letter  composition,  complaint  letters.  Phone-in- 
dictadon  system.  Dena  Reiner,  415-821-4661. 

Goals  Coaching  Works  for:  financial  security, 
higher  education,  career  advancement,  lifestyle 
changes,  entrepreneurs,  right  livelihood,  balanced 
living,  spiritual  practices.  Learn  to  align  values  with 
desires.  Break  t^ugh  limiting  blocks.  Gain  clarity 
and  release  creativity.  Reasonable  rates.  Private 
sessions.  Peer  training  for  parmers  and  groups.  415- 
695-9066. 

Gardening.  Consultations,  design,  and  renova¬ 
tions.  Expert  planting,  pruning,  and  maintenance 
using  organic  methods.  626-1258. 

Mobile  Notary  Public.  Fluent  Spanish.  Evenings, 
weekends,  and  holidays.  Jackie,  415-467-3467. 

Photography.  Portraits  taken  for  groups  or  indi¬ 
viduals  of  all  ages.  Public  relations,  parties,  meet¬ 
ings,  actor's  headshots,  etc.  Jiro,  415-346-4295. 


Save  this  Advertisement!  David's  Reliable  House¬ 
cleaning.  Call  for  appointment,  415-282-4047. 

Meditation  Workshop.  A  practical  workshop  that 
wilt  enable  you  to  begin  earnest  meditation  on  your 
own.  A  clear  understanding  of  what  meditation  is, 
how  it  works,  and  how  to  make  it  an  enjoyable  daily 
experience  will  be  presented.  Tuesday,  Jan.  19, 6  to 
7:30  p.m.  $7.  Integral  Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores 
St.  (415)  821-1117. 

Relocating?  We  take  the  frazzle  out  of  moving. 
From  packing  to  set-up,  we  handle  all  the  details  of 
your  move.  Call  for  a  free  consultation.  ShipShape, 
5504)658. 

Overwhelmed  By  Clutter,  bills,  closets?  Profes¬ 
sional  organizing  team  to  the  rescue.  We  offer 
expert,  simple  solutions  to  what  goes  where.  Desks, 
closets,  relocations,  garages,  kitchens,  filing 
systems,  and  more.  Free  phone  consultation.  C!all 
ShipShape,  550-0658. 

All  Things  Macintosh:  Troubleshooter  for  hire! 
Solve  mysterious  freezes.  Improve  performaiKe. 
Software  support,  tutoring,  and  more.  References. 
Roslyn,  (510)  526-1209. 

Living  Chi  Chuan  of  Noe  Valley.  Unique 
approach  for  holistic  balance.  Beginners  TTiesday 
and  Thursday,  6  p.m.  $5  introduction,  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  SaiKhez.  Friday  morning,  Douglass 
Park,  10  a.m.  to  noon,  Douglass  at  27th.  Chris 
Sequeira,  practicing  since  1973.  650-756-6857; 
415-773-8185. 

Expand  Your  Capacity  to  resolve  life's  challenges. 
Increase  your  ability  to  develop  gratifying  relation¬ 
ships  through  authenticity  and  clarity.  I  am  a  respon¬ 
sive,  skilled,  compassionate  therapist  committ^  to 
your  growth.  Ann  Davidman,  MFCC.  752-5392. 

Body -Centered  Counseling.  Learn  conscious  tools 
for  change.  Identify  and  transform  patterns  or  beliefs 
that  ate  keeping  you  from  your  full  potential.  Indi¬ 
vidual,  couples,  or  classes:  Women's  dream  circle. 
Healing  the  Primal  Wound,  Tools  for  Transformation. 
Amy  Cheney,  415-647-1492. 

Handyman/Carpenter.  Repair  a  door,  hang  a 
kitchen  cabinet,  remodel  a  closet,  add  a  room,  build 
a  feiKe  or  a  deck,  or  even  trim  a  tree.  I'mskilledand 
do  good  work  at  reasonable  prices.  Robert.  550-4055. 

Health  Insurance.  Free  quotes  for  individuals, 
families,  and  businesses  —  Blue  Cross/Shield,  alter¬ 
native  care,  'A' -rated  plans.  Medicare  supplements, 
long-term  care.  Let  an  expert  agent  assist  you  at  no 
extra  cost!  Call  Bill  Hannant.  647-7012. 

Looking  for  a  14-Year-Experici>ced,  reliable, 
bonded  housecleaner?  Stop  your  search!  Call  KJ 
now  at  415-285-3014. 


Klrtan /Chanting.  Kirtan  is  chanting  of  spirinial 
mantras,  sounds,  songs,  and  names  in  the  Sanskrit 
language.  Accompanied  by  drums  and  other  rhythm 
instruments,  kirtan  is  the  joyful  spiritual  path.  Fri¬ 
day,  Jan.  15,  7:30  to  9:30  p.m.,  by  donation.  Inte¬ 
gral  Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St.  4 1 5-82 1  - 1 1 1 7. 

Motherhood/F'athcrhood  —  Is  It  for  Me?  Are  you 
considering  parenting?  Are  you  confused  or  am¬ 
bivalent?  Indecision  can  be  inunobilizing.  Explore 
the  many  feelings  associated  with  this  decision  in  a 
safe  and  non-judgmenlal  environment.  Separate 
workshops  for  both  women  and  men.  Call  for 
brochure/schedule.  Denise  Carlini,  MFCC,  752- 
9165.  Ann  Davidman,  MFCC,  752-5392. 

Yoga  and  Healing.  This  drop-in  hatha  yoga  class 
offers  a  caring  envirorunenl  for  people  dealing  with 
chronic  illnesses,  such  as  HIV/AIDS,  chronic  fa¬ 
tigue,  M.S.,  and  cancer.  Techniques  such  as  deep  re¬ 
laxation,  breathing  practices,  yoga  postures,  and 
meditation  will  be  used.  Beginners  welcome.  Bring 
a  towel,  loose  comfortable  clothing,  and  an  empty 
stomach.  Wednesdays,  6  to  7:30  p.m.  $7  ($4  for  first 
class  or  needing  assistance).  Integral  Yoga  Institute. 
770  Dolores  St.  (415)  821-1 1 17. 

Cleaninghousc.  Home,  office,  apartment,  and 
apartment  building  maintenance  cleaning.  Regular, 
one-time.  Moving  in,  moving  out?  Spring  cleaning! 
Roger  Miller.  664-0513. 

Pet  Care.  Does  Rover  need  a  pet  sitter?  Exercise? 
A  ride  to  the  vet?  Positively  Pets  can  help!  Expert 
care  for  all  pets.  Ten  years  experience.  Bonded.  Ref¬ 
erences.  Senior  discounts.  647-2463. 

Phil’s  Window  Cleaning  Service.  Reliable/cour¬ 
teous.  Free  estinutes  for  residential/conunercial. 
668-8310. 

Stressless  Housccleaning  .  . .  because  life's  hec¬ 
tic  enough.  Superior  quality.  Customized  cleaning. 
Free  estimates.  Call  Jeanine.  564-2877. 


Guitar  Lessons.  Noe  Valley,  Bernal  Heights.  For¬ 
mer  Pickle  Family  Circus  music  director,  composer 
of  Academy  Award-winning  film.  B_A.  BerkJee.  20 
years  teaching  experience.  All  ages,  beginners  wel¬ 
come.  Fun,  reasonable.  Mark.  282-8244. 

Transform  Your  Jungle  into  a  paradise.  Pruning, 
cleanups,  planting,  lawns,  irrigation,  maintenance. 
Call  Jorge  at  826-7840  for  free  estimates.  Remem¬ 
ber.  it’s  pruning  time. 

Piano  Lessons  in  Noe  Valley:  Learn  piano  with 
patient,  supportive  teacher.  Lessons  tailored  to  iixli- 
vidual  goals.  Music  degree  and  20  years  of  teaching 
experience.  Ear  training,  theory,  classical,  or  popular 
repertoire,  MIDI  lab.  Barbara  Barmen.  648-1007. 

Hot  Flash!  Midlife  Women’s  Group  in  Noe  Valley. 
Meet  with  women  your  age  (40s  to  60s),  support¬ 
ing  each  other  through  the  struggles,  challenges,  and 
joys  of  midlife.  We  are  trailblazers  and  elders  in 
trairung,  redefining  what  aging  means  to  us.  Arlene 
Dumas,  LCSW.  641-4553. 

Stereo  Repair:  Save  time,  money!  Offering  in- 
home  repairs  at  reasonable  rates.  Formerly  with 
Pacific  Stereo,  now  serving  the  San  Francisco  com¬ 
munity  for  12  years.  Evening/weekend  appoint¬ 
ments  available.  Thorough,  conscientious,  guaran¬ 
tee.  refereiKes.  Gene’s  Sound  Service,  553-375 1 . 

Bed  and  Breakfast  in  Noe  Valley.  Parents  or 
friends  coming  and  no  room  for  them?  Have  them 
stay  in  a  lovely  two-room  apartment  with  private 
entrance  and  bathroom,  fireplace,  kitchen,  antique 
furnishings,  private  patio.  Convenient  to  24th  Street 
and  J-Church.  Oliver  House,  695-0700. 

Liz’s  Unique  Bed  and  BreakfasL  Old  world  charm 
at  affordable  rates.  Guests  will  awaken  to  the 
fragrance  of  homemade  delicacies  and  fresh  ground 
coffee.  Call  Liz,  a  gracious  and  knowledgeable 
hostess.  415-648-2515. 

Need  an  Eirtra  Bedroom/Bath  for  visiting  relatives 
or  friends?  Rent  ours.  No  frills.  Low  cost.  282-2550. 

Superlative  Word  Processing.  ExperietKed  pro¬ 
fessional.  B.A.  English,  M.S.W.  Understandable 
advice.  Business,  medical,  academic ,  legal,  resumes, 
manuscripts.  Expert  editing.  Fax  machine.  Laser 
printing.  Good  rates.  Call  anytime.  824-7736. 

Telephone  wiring  and  jacks  for  your  home  or  busi¬ 
ness;  37  years  of  experience.  Call  Gene,  826-8419. 

Rental  Short-Term:  Noe  Valley  view  location; 
two  guest  suites  with  furnished  living/bedroom 
areas,  private  baths,  private  phone  lines,  private 
entrances;  shared  kitchen/laundry;  ideal  for  visit¬ 
ing  family/friends,  business  travelers;  weekly, 
monthly  rates.  285-7189. 


How  Do  I  Put  a 
Class  Ad  in  the 
Noe  Valley  Voice? 

It's  easy.  You  type  or  print  the  text  of 
your  ad,  multiply  the  number  of  words 
by  30<  a  word,  and  send  us  a  check  or 
money  order  for  the  total  amount. 

Mail  your  ad  and  check,  made  out  to 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  so  that  we  receive 
it  by  the  1 5th  of  the  month  he/ore  the 
month  you’d  like  to  advertise  in. 

The  address  is  Noe  Valley  Voice  Class 
Ads,  1021  SarKhez  St.,  San  FratKisco, 
CA  94114. 

Even  if  the  ad  is  a  renewal  from  a 
prior  issue,  please  send  us  the  full  text  of 
your  ad.  Also  note  that  phone  numbers, 
itKluding  area  code,  count  as  one  word. 

10  for  10  Discount  The  Noe  Valley 
Voice  publishes  a  news  edition  1 0  months 
a  year.  (We're  on  vacation  in  January 
and  August.)  If  you  place  the  same  class 
ad  in  10  issues,  you  are  entitled  to  a  10 
percent  discount.  To  figure  your  cost 
deduct  10  fiercent  from  the  total  amount 
due  for  10  issues. 

The  next  Noe  Valley  Voice  will  be  dis¬ 
tributed  on  Feb.  3.  The  deadline  for 
February  1999  Class  Ads  is  Jan.  IS. 

Sorry,  the  Voice  is  unable  to  accept 
Class  Ads  by  phone  or  e-mail  at  this  time. 
But  there's  one  consolation;  The  ads  are 
displayed  on  our  web  site  at  no  charge; 
www.noevalleyvoice.com. 

Class  advertisers  should  keep  in  mind 
that  only  the  first  few  words  of  the  ad  (not 
to  exceed  one  line  of  type)  will  be  set  in 
bold.  Also,  receipts  and  tear  sheets  will 
b*  provided  only  if  your  order  is  accom- 
pianied  by  an  SASE.  Thank  you.  □ 


Gourmet  Vegetarian  Cuisine  delivered  to  your 
doorstep.  Diverse  menus,  naturally  low  in  fat. 
cholesterol,  and  salt.  Treat  yourself  right!  Gift  cer¬ 
tificates  available.  For  a  monthly  menu  call  Jane, 
826-2 1 33;  www.sirius.comJ-scoastftjane.html 

Bed  and  Breakfast,  quaint  garden  suite.  tpacKxis. 
front  room,  full  kitchen,  big  bedroom  and  office 
area,  laundry  room,  modem  bathroom,  ornamental 
gas  fireplace,  arched  window  view  of  garden  with 
flowers,  ground  level,  separate  entrance,  quiet,  near 
26lh  and  Sanchez,  close  to  shopping  and  trans¬ 
portation.  privacy.  Addiuoiul  rooms  available.  Call 
415-206-0202. 

Tax  Preparation  for  individuals,  financial  services 
for  travelers  and  the  distracted.  Enrolled  Agent  li¬ 
censed  to  represent  clients  before  the  IRS.  Reason¬ 
able  rates.  $10  discount  with  thu  ad.  415-695-1819. 
Gretchen  Beck.  E.A. 

Vacation  Retreat  for  Noe  Valleyans.  Calistoga/ 
St.  Helena  area.  Three  bedrooms,  two  baths, 
sleeps  six  (maximum);  large  decks  with  views  of 
stream/forest;  Fireplace  with  wood  supplied; 
30  acres,  trails,  all-year  stream;  $250Awo-night 
weekend.  $275/three-night  weekend.  $75/night 
mid-week  with  two-night  minimum;  $50(Vweek; 
$l,500Anonlh.  Ten  percent  discount  to  all  repeat 
guests.  647-3052. 

Words  Wanted:  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  welcomes 
submissions  of  poems,  stones,  and  essays,  particu¬ 
larly  those  with  neighborhood  themes.  Payment 
upon  publication.  Send  manuscript  (typed,  please), 
plus  name,  address,  and  phone,  to  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  1021  Sanchez  St,,  San  Francisco.  CA94114. 


Come  visit  us  on-line! 

Each  month  the 
Class  Ads  and 
top  news  stories 
are  piosted 
on  our  web  site 
for  your  enjoyment. 

www.noevalleyvoice  .com 


Eureka  Bikram's  Yoga  College  of  India 
301  Eureka  Street  (at  20th)  •  (415)  648-2215 

TOTAL  CARE  FOR  THE  MIND,  BODY,  AND  SOUL 

Bikram  Yoga:  the  hottest  workout  in  town,  with  certified  teachers 
Gentle  Yoga  for  those  with  pain  or  new  to  exercise 
Acupuncture  and  Massage  for  chronic  pain  and  balancing 
Prenatal  Yoga  Classes  •  Gentle  Bikram  Yoga  for  Women 
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at  The  Good  Life  Grocery 


Aidell's 

Smoked  Turkey 
Cranberry  Sausage 

Clover 


Add  to  your  stuffing 

$7.49  lb 


Willie  Bird 

Bulk  Turkey 
Italian  Sausage 

$3.99  lb. 

Fresh  Cut  Cheese 

St.  Andre 

Triple  Cream  Brie 

Imported  ^ 

Stilton  Cheese 

English  Blue  Cheese  &  Cheddar  , 
-regil49ib.  ^  Q 

$9.99  lb. 

Gruyere 

3  Year  Aged  reserved  Swiss 

$8.29  lb. 


per  pound 


Salted  Butter 

16  oz.  -reg  God  only  knows 

Brown  Cow 

Yogurt  Quarts 


Toys  for  Tots 

Please  donate  a  new 
unwrapped  toy  for 
the  Toys  for  Tots  program 
sponsored  by  the 
San  Francisco  Fire  Dept. 
Donation  Bins  at  your  favorite 
Good  Life  Store 


V.G.  Buck 

Extra  Virgin  Olive  Oil 

$8.99 


California  first  cold  pressed 
16  oz  -reg  10.49 


Maple  or  Vanilla 

Plain  O'  Whole  Milk 

Fet  Free  or  Whole  Milk  -reg  3  69  ^  *10 

$2.19 

Muir  Glen  Crystallized  Ginger 

Organic  Diced  ^  ^ 

Tomatoes 

O  WW  c  V 


Reed’s 


Bulk  Foods 

Sunridge 

Semi-Sweet 
Chocolate  Chips 

$1.99  lb. 


$5.49  lb. 


all  varieties 
14  5  OZ.  -reg  1.39 

990 


'/'Ft 


Capricorn  Coffee 

Bulk  Coffee 


alt  varieties 


Sale  Prices  effective 
December  8  -  27,  1998 


Free  Parking 
Across  the  Street 
In  our  Very  Own 
Parking  Lot  ! 


$5.99  lb. 


For  Peace  &  Justice 
On  Earth 

Merry  Christmas 
Happy  Hanukkah 

t 

from  the  staff  of 
The  Good  Life  Grocery: 
Bong-Hee,  Will,  Frances,  John, 
Jesus,  Matt,  Caretha,  Rhandy, 
Sue,  Eric,  Carrie,  Carl,  Denise, 
Krista,  Thanh,  Natasha,  Raul, 
Sam,  Jennifer,  Yvonne, 
Danielle,  Rachael,  Cheryl, 
Kayren  &  Lester 


Monday  •  Saturday 
9:00  am  -  8:00  pm 
Sundays 

10:00  am  -  6:00  pm 


Health  Valley 

Super  Size  Bagged  Cereal 

Amaranth  Flakes  or  Fiber  7  Flakes 
31  oz.  -reg  6.99 

$4.99 


448  Cortland  Avenue  •  Bernal  Heights  •  San  Francisco  •  94110 


Savor 

The 

Flavor 


Qt 


(415) 

282-0919 


1500 

Church  St 


Merry  Christmas  &  Happy  New  Year 

FROM  THE  STAFF  OF 

NOE  VALLEY  DELI 

Celebrating  Our  19th  Year 

Featuring  foryour  Holiday  Pleasure: 

Homemade  Salads  ^  Fresh  Turkey  &  Roast  Beef  Cooked  Daily  ^  Falafel 
Hot  &  Cold  Sandwiches  ^  Grilled  Chicken  Shawarma 
American  &  Middle  Eastern  Foods  ^  Middle  Eastern  Vegetarian  Party 
Trays  and  Spanakopita  Trays  at  special  prices 

Catering  ^  Ready-to-go  Service 

4007  24th  Street  Call  Karim  824-8373 


electa  Suto 

4050  24th  Street  (near  Castro) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

Ph.  (415)  282-2665  ♦  Fax  (415)  282-7668 


20  Years  of  Professional  Experience  and  Quality  Service 
^electa  I3ut0  2iobP  —  Your  Neighborhood  Body  Shop 


VVe  offer  full  service,  from  the  smallest  dings  and  scratches 
to  complete  restoration  and  custom  painting. 

We  also  offer  Lease  Car  Cleanup  Service. 


•  All  Insurance  Claims  Welcome  • 
•  Free  Estimates  • 

10%  discount  if  you  present  this  ad 
before  having  your  work  done. 


Haled  Hrn'  High  in 
Customer  ^i^oction 


A  Customer  Asatstima  fYvgnm  of 
Better  Business  Bnrrttii 


BETTER  BONES 
NO  FAH  . 

As  I  near  my  40’s,  I  realize  how 
important  it  is  to  take  care  of  my 
health  &  well  being. 

You  too  can  develop  a  healthy 
approach  to  living  and  get  the  body 
you  want. 

PERSONAL  FITNESS  TRAINING 
WEIGHT  MANAGEMENT 
FULLY  CERTIFIED 

41S-2M-6779 

FREE  SESSION 

after  initial  consultation  with  this  ssi  - 
rmt  cti^ts  only  -  E)^re»  1*31»99 
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and  now  for  the 

RUMORS 

behind  the  news 


Noe  Votes  Most 

By  Mazook 

OFHCIAL  ELECTION  RESULTS  for  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco  have 
yet  to  be  certified  by  the  state,  but  the 
Registrar  of  Voters  has  released  the  “un¬ 
official”  results  of  the  Nov.  3  election. 

The  good  news  is  Noe  Valley  and  the 
Castro  ran  neck  and  neck  to  score  the  top 
voter  turnout  in  the  city. 

Of  the  1 8,23 1  registered  to  vote  in  Noe 
Valley,  a  little  less  than  57  percent  showed 
up  at  the  polls. 

Of  the  18,587  registered  in  the  Upper 
Market/Eureka  Valley  area,  a  little  more 
than  57  percent  voted,  recording  the  high¬ 
est  turnout  in  the  city.  Clumped  into  this 
group  are  all  you  Dolores  Heights  folks 
straddling  the  hill  between  Noe  and  Eu¬ 
reka  valleys. 

There  was  also  a  57  percent  turnout 
among  the  7,458  voters  registered  in  the 
Diamond  Heights  neighborhood.  That 
district  includes  some  of  Upper  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  and  the  Fairmount. 

I  guess  that  makes  “Greater  Noe  Val¬ 
ley”  the  political  center  of  the  universe, 
wouldn’t  you  agree? 

Anyway,  in  all  three  neighborhoods. 
Gray  Davis  officially  kicked  Lungren’s 
butt,  as  they  say.  In  Noe  Valley  the  vote 
was  8,808  to  842.  In  the  Castro  it  was 
9,445  to  606.  And  even  in  more  conserv¬ 
ative  Diamond  Heights  it  was  Davis 
3,502  and  Lungren  516.  That  last  figure 
translates  to  less  than  15  percent. 

Some  of  you  might  be  interested  in  the 
number  of  votes  garnered  by  Green  Par¬ 
ty  gubernatorial  candidate  Dan  Hamburg. 
(In  your  heart  you  know  he  is  right.)  Ham¬ 
burg  came  in  a  distant  third,  but  third 
nonetheless.  He  scored  289  in  Noe  Val¬ 
ley,  3 19  in  Eureka  Valley,  and  a  whopping 
67  votes  in  Diamond  Heights. 

Incredibly,  Noevalleons  recorded  the 
exact  same  number  of  yeas  for  United 
States  Senator  Barbara  Boxer  as  they  did 
for  Davis  (8,808).  But  Matt  Fong  did  a  lit¬ 
tle  better  here  than  Lungren,  picking  up 
1,028  Noevotes. 

Over  the  hill  in  our  sister  valley,  9,538 
Eurekavalleons  voted  for  Boxer  and,  sur¬ 
prisingly,  757  (who  are  these  people?)  se¬ 
cretly  voted  for  Fong.  In  Diamond 
Heights,  it  was  Boxer  by  3,360  to  686. 

In  the  last  at-large  election  for  the  five 
available  seats  on  the  San  Francisco 
Board  of  Supervisors  (the  next  one  will 
be  by  district,  and  we  are  in  District  5), 
Tom  Ammiano  came  in  first  in  Noe  Val¬ 
ley.  He  was  followed  by  Gavin  Newsom, 
and  then  Mark  Leno,  a  Noe  Valley  resi¬ 
dent.  Mabel  Teng  came  in  fourth,  and  Vic¬ 
tor  Marquez  captured  the  last  available 
seat,  at  least  in  Noe  Valley.  Amos  Brown 
came  in  sixth  locally  (and  got  the  last  seat 
citywide),  with  Donna  Casey  just  a  cou¬ 
ple  hundred  votes  behind  him. 

As  for  the  state  propositions,  Noe  and 
Eureka  valleys  and  Diamond  Heights 
threw  their  weight  behind  Prop.  5  (tribal 
gaming).  Prop.  2  (transportation  fund¬ 
ing),  and  Prop.  4  (limiting  trapping  prac¬ 
tices),  saying  yes  to  all  three  by  7  to  2. 

By  about  the  same  mai^in.  Greater  Noe 
Valley  wisely  defeated  Prop.  8,  the  so- 
called  “comprehensive  educational  re¬ 
form”  measure.  However,  you  might  be 
surprised  to  learn  that  GN  V  barely  passed 
Prop.  6  (by  a  5  to  4  margin),  the  prohibi¬ 
tion  on  horse  slaughtering.  The  tobacco 
tax  for  schools  initiative  (Prop.  1 0)  passed 
by  a  6  to  2  margin. 


On  the  city  ballot,  GNV  voters  liked 
props  A  (police  retirement),  C  (  para¬ 
medics  benefits),  D  (taxi  commission),  E 
(demolish  the  Central  Freeway),  I  (Bay 
Bridge  rail  service),  and  J  (health  care 
purchasing) — favoring  them  all  2  to  1. 

A  conflicted  Noe  Valley  voted  to  limit 
owner  evictions  (Prop.  G)  by  a  5  to  4  mar¬ 
gin.  The  Castro  voted  3  to  2  for  the  mea¬ 
sure,  but  Diamond  Heights  voted  “no”  by 
a  small  margin. 

8  8  8 

NEIGHBORHOOD  POLITICS  took  cen¬ 
ter  stage  at  Da  Mayor’s  office  on  Nov.  2. 
That’s  because  five  members  of  the 
Friends  of  Noe  Valley  and  East  &  West  of 
Castro  Improvement  Club,  along  with 
representatives  from  16  other  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  neighborhoods,  sat  down  for  a 
heart-to-heart  with  Mayor  Da.  The  meet¬ 
ing  was  organized  by  the  Neighborhoods 
Alliance  for  Political  Action. 

No  pies  were  thrown,  but  Willie  got  an 
earful,  reports  Harry  Stem,  who  attended 
the  meeting  for  Friends.  Harry  says  most 
of  the  complaints  were  about  the  Plan¬ 
ning  Department’s  perceived  bias  in  fa¬ 
vor  of  builders  and  developers. 

“I  made  the  point  that  Planning  is  in 
desperate  need  of  enforcement  funds, 
[leaving]  builders,  developers,  and  even 
merchants  free  to  ignore  the  terms  of  their 
permits,  safe  in  the  knowledge  that  they 
will  not  be  held  accountable,”  he  said. 

Harry  is  also  irate  that  the  city  planning 
director  “has  consistently  failed  to  request 
budget  funding  for  enforcement.” 

Things  could  happen,  once  it  dawns  on 
Mayor  Brown  that  his  responsiveness  (or 
lack  thereoO  to  neighborhood  needs  will 
have  a  direct  impact  on  his  chances  for 
reelection  in  November. 

8  8  8 

A  CONDITIONAL  USE  PERMIT  sought 
by  Extreme  Pizza  to  move  into  the  Bak¬ 
ers  of  Paris  slot,  on  24th  Street  next  to 
Herb’s  Fine  Foods,  has  been  denied  by  the 
Planning  Commission.  This  should  tick¬ 
le  FNV  and  E&W,  since  both  groups  had 
been  extremely  unfriendly  toward  Ex¬ 
treme’s  application. 

Still,  the  owner  of  the  pizza  parlor, 
Todd  Parent,  says  he’ll  appeal  the  deci¬ 
sion  to  the  Board  of  Supes.  “1  think  we 
should  be  allowed  to  go  into  the  space  be¬ 
cause  we’re  essentially  the  same  as  a  bak¬ 
ery,”  he  said. 

There’s  also  another  shred  of  hope.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  one  of  my  spies,  the  Friends 
are  beginning  to  waver  on  the  issue  (be¬ 
cause  of  all  the  flak  they’ve  gotten).  They 
might  warm  up  to  the  pizza  franchize  — 
there  are  two  other  Extreme  Pizzas  in  the 
city — if  certain  compromises  are  made. 

Meanwhile,  the  owner  of  the  property 
has  put  a  “For  Lease”  sign  in  the  window. 
According  to  the  real  estate  agent,  Tom 
Bercu  of  Epsteen  and  Associates,  the  833- 
square-foot  store  can  be  rented  for  $3,800. 

Tom  says  there’s  already  been  a  lot  of 
interest  in  the  space.  “We’ve  had  a  num¬ 
ber  of  calls  for  retail  sales,  for  example, 
a  florist,  a  pet  store,  several  clothing 
stores,  and  a  card  shop,”  says  Tom.  But 
several  people  have  also  brought  up  the 
sticky  subject  of  food.  “We’ve  had  calls 
from  a  sandwich  shop  and  a  fast-food  piz¬ 
za  place.”  Don’t  they  know  that’s  a  no-no? 

S  8  S 

BIG  CHANGES  IN  FOOD  SERVICE  are 
promised  by  Victor  Juarez,  who  has  tak¬ 
en  over  control  of  La  Casona  on  24th  near 
Sanchez.  His  brother,  Juan  Carlos  Juarez, 
is  now  manager.  He  has  changed  the  name 
to  Casa  Mexicana,  expanded  the  menu, 
and  is  in  the  middle  of  a  remodel. 

“1  have  put  on  a  lot  of  new  dishes  on 
the  menu,”  beams  Victor,  “with  a  heavy 
emphasis  on  seafood,  which  1  know 
everyone  will  like.” 

Many  of  you  might  already  know  Vic¬ 
tor.  He  has  operated  the  very  popular 


Azteca  restaurant  at  Church  and  Market 
for  1 2  years,  and  Maya  at  16th  and  Guer¬ 
rero  for  the  past  eight  years.  He  also  claims 
fame  for  introducing  us  to  the  whole 
wheat  tortilla  and  black-bean  combo. 

“I  am  gradually  remodeling  the  restau¬ 
rant  to  make  it  more  comfortable,”  he 
says.  “We’ve  installed  a  new  counter,  and 
we  will  soon  have  some  beautiful  new 
handmade  tables  delivered.” 

CLASSY  SWEATS  is  calling  it  quits  af¬ 
ter  a  12-year  run  on  24th  Street,  selling 
casual  clothes  at  very  affordable  prices. 

Owner  Bob  Jancula  says  he  plans  to 
close  out  his  inventory  by  February  1999 
and  then  shut  the  doors.  “Business  has 
dropped  in  the  last  several  years  since  a 
lot  of  what  I  sell  is  no  longer  unique  and 
can  be  purcha.sed  at  places  like  K-Mart,” 
he  says.  “I  am  really  sad  to  leave  the 
neighborhood,  but  I  feel  a  great  sense  of 
relief  from  all  the  worries  of  running  a 
small  business.” 

Don’t  feel  sad  for  Bob,  though.  He 
owns  the  building.  And  he’s  found  a  new 
tenant  for  the  Classy  Sweats  storefront. 

“1  was  sitting  here  one  day  minding  my 
own  business,  when  this  person  came  in 
and  said  he  had  a  great  idea  for  this  loca¬ 
tion  and  would  like  to  rent  the  space,” 
smiles  Bob.  “And  1  agreed.” 

Jancula  won’t  reveal  the  name  of  the 
new  store,  but  says  it  will  sell  men’s  and 
women’s  clothing  and  gifts.  We’ll  .see. 

8  8  8 

MANY  LOCALS  were  shocked  and  sad¬ 
dened  to  learn  that  Robin  Eickman,  a 
longtime  Noe  Valley  resident  and  current 
director  of  the  San  Francisco  Film  Com¬ 
mission,  died  Nov.  3  of  pancreatic  cancer, 
at  age  50. 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice  featured  an  in¬ 
terview  with  Robin  in  our  May  1992  is¬ 
sue,  after  she  had  been  bumped  from  her 


job  by  a  clueless  new  mayor  (Frank  Jor¬ 
dan)  and  then  reinstated  due  to  the  huge 
public  outcry. 

During  her  long  stint  as  head  of  the  film 
board,  Robin  brought  scores  of  movies  to 
San  Francisco,  not  the  least  of  which  was 
Whoopi  Goldberg’s  Sister  Act,  filmed  at 
St.  Paul’s  (Ml  Church  Street  in  1991. 

Robin  was  always  very  cooperative 
with  those  of  us  in  the  Noe  Valley  Bureau 
of  Investigation  who  needed  to  find  the 
right  contact  person  with  the  right  pro¬ 
duction  company  shooting  scenes  in 
Greater  Noe  Valley.  She  will  be  sorely 
missed.  Our  condolences  to  her  family. 

8  8  8 

A  HARDY  HANDSHAKE  is  in  order  for 
Noe  Valley  Voice  writer  and  historian  Tim 
Kelly.  On  Election  Day,  Tim  was  ap¬ 
pointed  by  Mayor  Brown  to  fill  a  vacan¬ 
cy  on  the  city’s  nine-member  Landmarks 
Commission.  He  was  sworn  in  Nov.  18. 

As  many  of  you  already  know,  Tim  led 
the  successful  fight  to  save  a  Eureka  Val¬ 
ley  landmark  —  the  Fallon  Building  on 
Market  Street — from  the  wrecking  ball. 

“I’m  going  to  have. a  lot  more  of  a 
neighborhood  f(x:us  than  the  past  com¬ 
missioners,”  he  says.  But  he  won’t  say 
whether  he’ll  favor  any  particular  local 
landmark,  just  that  “Noe  Valley  is  full  of 
landmarks.” 

8  8  8 

CIAO  FOR  NOW.  But  before  I  go,  I 
want  to  wish  you  and  yours  a  happy, 
healthy  holiday  season.  Remember  to  set 
a  reasonable  budget  for  your  Christmas 
list,  and  then  spend  the  dough  right  here 
in  Downtown  Noe  Valley.  That’s  the  way 
to  keep  your  favorite  merchants  here  all 
year-round.  □ 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

611  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th  SL)  •  S.F.,  CA  94110 

_ 285-8588 

FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 

•  Free  Shuttle  Service  to  &  from  BART,  Downtown  &  Nearby 

Neighborhoods  ♦  Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes 
♦  “Do-it- Yourself”  Membership  Available 
♦  Men  &  Women  Mechanics 
♦  Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work— Honest  Prices 

•  Check  Engine  Light/Computer  Diagnostics/Driveability  Problems 

•  Emission  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  &  Repair 

•  Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 

•  Cooling  Systems/Brakes/Clutches/General  Repairs 

•  Air  Conditioning/Heaters  •  Timing  Belts 

•  Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 

•  Windows/Doors/Vandalism  Repairs  •  Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 

•  Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering  •  CV  Joint  <£  Axle  Service 

•  Engine  &  Transmission  Rebuilding  Replacement 

•  Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 


OPEN 


DAYS 


WEEK 


FREE 

%  brake 
& 

SAFETY 
INSPECTION 
($25  VALUE) 


54  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  December  1998/January  1999 


URBAN 

CEUARS 

From  All  of  Us  — 

Happy  Holidays! 

Cheers ! 

3821  24th  Street  at  Church 
Phone  415  824-2300  •  Fax  415  824-2215 
email  urbanclrs@aol.com 


WHEN  EXCELLENCE  COUNTS  . . . 
DEMAND  THE  VERY  BEST 

BAY  AREA  NETWORK,  NATIONAL  RECOGNITION 
The  regional  authority  and  dominance  of  Mason'McDuffie 
have  recendy  joined  forces  with  Prudential  CaUfomia  Realty 
to  provide  an  even  higher  level  of  service  to  my  real  estate  clients. 

IN-DEPTH  KNOWLEDGE  OF  OUR  NEIGHBORHOOD 
A  Noe  Valley  homeowner  for  more  than  20  years,  I  co'founded  the 
Upper  Noe  Neighbors,  dedicated  to  neighborhood  improvement  and 
planted  350  street  trees  in  Noe  Valley  with  Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest. 

15  YEARS  OF  EXPERIENCE,  40  TRANSACTIONS  PER  YEAR 
form  a  solid  basis  for  every  real  estate  sale  or  purchase  I  am  involved  in. 

I  value  persorud  service,  honesty  and  integrity  as  well  as  hard  work. 

Call  me  to  find  out  what  makes  me  different  and  how  I  can  help  you. 

SUE  BOWIE 

Top  1%  Nationally 
#]  Mason-McDuffie  Agent,  S.F. 

(415)  642-4000 

Prudential 

California  Realty 

677  Portola  Drive,  San  Francisco,  94127 
two  blocks  from  Clipper  and  Portola 
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0^‘W  lO^iXO  IWi  LPVHPM 
Of  MjAQIC  & 


^  ^  U’/  'Jvu^yiL  cr 
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1431A  Castro  St  at  25th,  550-7577 


Nahasdzaan  Bikaagl  Ta'a  axtBogdd 
HozhQp  dooieex  Pax  Regnirct  Super  Terrain 


>H1  <11  ^  7f  ^  If  #  7l  #  jjfyifujuf 

Che  la  pace  possa  regnare  suUa  terra 

Moge  Fried  auf  Erden  sein 

Legyen  beke  a  foldon 

Sanay  Manatile  Ang  Kapayapaan  Sa  Mundo 

MAH  NOH  TAH  BISON  TAM  GOT-EMAH 
AHKEENC  KOGHIK 

Puisse  la  Paix  regner  dans  le  Monde 

M  Oy/IPI  MHP  IPJOBCICCTBy  B8  BCeM  MHPP 

Niech  ludzkosc  swiata  zyje  w  pokoju 
TUWA  KWATSI  ES  LOOMA  EYESNl 

At  je  vzdy  mir  na  zemi  mDlt<  ''71?  Dwl7  n“H7' 
Ma  det  vaere  fred  pa  jorden 
Que ,  La  Paz  Prevaiezca  En  La  Tierra 
Amani  Iwe  ul  mwenguni  ^ 

NGUYEN  hOa  BINH  D^N  VOI  NHAN  LOAI 
Se  pou  LAPE  tabli  toupatou  sou  te  a 

MS  fred  herske  pa  jorden 
Moge  vrede  heersen  op  aarde 

Sanay  Manatili  Ang  Kapayapaa  Sa  Mundo 
Ja-w^n  Tha-yd-jeoK  Yoe-dza-geh 


0^‘y‘pEacE 


Peelt-a-boonqne 


NEW*.  RECYCLED 

BUY’ SELL’TRADE 

CHILDREH’5  CLOrHlNQ  (o-6«), 
WSJURNrrURE 
&  EQUIPMEUT. 


Monday-Saturday  10:30-6  >  Sunday  12-5 

tJOeCASTRO ST.  fct241J^.SANFRANCISC0-(415) 641-6192 


and 


The  Dubliner 

3838  24th  Street  at  Vicksburg 
826-2279  . 

THE  ROVER'S 


SPORTS  BAR 

4026  24tli  Street 
821-7861 


The  Owner  and  Staff  Wish  All  Our  Customers 
a  Happy  Christmas  and  Peaceful  New  Year 


visit  22^  talented  era ftsma leers  in  an  atmosphere 
gJ  of  warm  li^t  on  terra  cotta  tiles  fragrance 
—  qf  fri^sh  cver^een  &  good  food  &  fine  teas  & 
^  *  strolling  musicians  M  continuous  screening 

^  of  lUan^  stunning  new  documentary  films 

C  public  tnbute  fo  artist  Rupert  Garcia  >: 

I  KPFA  HOLIDAY 
^  ^  CRAFTS  FAIR 

^Saturday  Dec.lZ  IOam-7pm 
Sunday  Dec.l^  lOam-dpm 


THE  CONCOURSE 
5th  S’  Brannan 
San  Erancisco 


entry  $4  seniors,  disabled,  IJ-W  12  &  under  free 
free  shuttles  every  20  minutes  from  Civ.  Ctr.  BART 

(5th  &  MarIcet/SC  comer) 
free  bilce  securi^  provided  by  S.E  Bicycle  Coalition 
benefits  listener-sponsored  KPEA  Radio  ?4.l  T M 
510.545.^7^7x^2  films-x^ll  www.Lrjfa.ore 


ms  include:  ThinldngLilcc  a  Watersbed  Taylor's  Campaigi 

cd  Rain  y.  Fear  &  Eavor  in  tbc  Newsrexjm  M  Double  Solitaire 
umi:  Poet  of  tbe  Heart  Eull  O’rcle  y.  R^mond's  Portrait: 
be  Life  &  Art  of  Raymond  Hu  M  Still  Revolutionaries 
iace  Is  Every  Step:  Trie  Life  SWorlc  of  Thicb  Nbat  Hanb 


‘Best  ‘WistiesfoT  a 
‘WonderfuC  ^HoCiday  Season 
and  a 

d(appy  and  fCeaCtfiy  ‘year 


Barbara  K.  Rockman,  Ph.D. 
Speech-Language  Pathologist 
363  Jersey  Street  •  550-8255 


Certified  Provider  of 

Fast  ForWord 


The  revolutionary  new 
computerized  training 
program  for  children 
with  language-based 
learning  problems 


UngiMjc  Takes  Us 
Everywhere' 
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The  Plan 


BY  K.J.  AMOS 


1  H  h 


LAST. PAGE 


All  right,  here’s  the  rundown.  First, 
we  have  to  get  through  the  entry 
and  get  everyone  in 
place.  Then  comes 
the  main  assault, 
followed  by  the 
most  dangerous 
pjcriod,  the  aftermath.  If  we  get  that  fiir, 
then  all  we  have  to  do  is  pull  off  the  re¬ 
treat  and  we’re  home  free.” 

Mother  paused  to  adjust  her  apron, 
then  went  on:  “Now,  you  must  all  un¬ 
derstand  that  this  operation  is  highly 
covert,  and  however  much  you  arc 
tempted  to  brag  or  inform  anyone  not 
in  this  room,  don’t  do  it.  If  they  know 
about  this,  the  entire  operation  is 
blown.  The  rest  of  the  family  would 
just  not  understand  or  appreciate  the 
need  for  this  kind  of  plan.” 

A  buzzer  went  off  in  the  kitchen, 
and  Sister  hurriedly  got  up  to  fetch  the 
strudel  from  the  oven.  Once  Mother 
started  her  presentation,  she  couldn’t 
stop,  so  the  kids  had  learned  to  help 
out  with  the  food  detail.  After  all,  with¬ 
out  Mother’s  Plan  each  year,  the  Holi¬ 
day  Dinner  would  have  fallen  apan  a 
long  time  ago  and  none  of  them  would 
have  been  able  to  eat  their  turkey  in 
peace. 

Mother  picked  up  the  silk  bag  sitting 
on  the  coffee  table.  She  waited  until 
Sister  came  back  from  the  kitchen, 
then  began  handing  out  beepers. 

Dad  clipped  a  becp)cr  on  his  belt 
and  pulled  his  shirt  down  over  it  with 
the  practiced  case  of  a  professional. 

Brother  examined  his  beeper  care¬ 
fully.  He  had  been  a  part  of  the  Plan  for 
only  two  years,  and  hadn’t  gotten  used 
to  it  yet.  He  wondered,  as  he  had  ever 
since  he’d  been  old  enough  to  under¬ 
stand,  if  every  family  did  this  for  the 
holidays.  When  he’d  asked  Sister  about 
it  one  time,  she’d  gotten  a  little  bit 
angry  and  said  that  not  every  family 
had  a  genius  for  a  Mother.  He  hadn’t 
asked  about  it  since. 

“Now  first,”  Mother  said,  “we  have 
to  get  them  in  and  seated  at  the  table. 
Sister,  you  have  Gramma  duty.” 

Sister  winced,  and  hoped  no  one 
noticed. 

“You  must  get  her  from  the  car  to 
the  table  in  one  sweep.  Do  not  let  her 
get  sidetracked  along  the  way.  She 
might  want  to  sit  in  the  living  room 
and  have  a  drink,  talk  to  the  Family 
and  such.  Do  not  give  in  to  her  whin¬ 
ing.  She  must  come  direedy  to  the 
ublc.  If  she  sits  in  the  living  room  no 
one  can  watch  her,  and  p>eoplc  can 
wander  in  and  out,  saying  God  knows 
what.  We  have  to  keep  unsupervised 
interaction  to  a  minimum.” 

Mother  turned  towards  Brother  and 
he  perked  up  immediately.  She  used  a 
metal  pointer  to  gesture  at  the  map  of 
the  house  spread  out  on  the  table. 

“Brother,  you  arc  on  double-duty: 
Uncle  and  Cousin.  Now  this  is  serious, 
because  they  arc  going  to  have 
weapons.”  Brother  nodded  knowingly. 
“You  need  to  catch  them  outside  and 
give  them  the  ‘good  buddy’  talk.  Tell 
them  how  stressed  out  I  am,  and  how 
I  would  not  like  it  if  they  brought  guns 


into  the  house,  'You  guys  know  how 
she  is,’  ct  cetera.  Tell  them  no  guns  or 
knives,  but  if  they 
argue,  then  back 
down  and  say  just 
no  gtms  and  keep 
the  knives  hidden. 
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The  guns  arc  the  important  thing. 
After  they  get  inside,  stick  with  them. 
Give  them  drinks  if  they  want,  but  not 
too  many.  No  more  than  three.  Three 
will  mellow  them  out  but  won’t  get 
them  drunk.” 

Mother  faced  Dad  with  a  grim  face. 
“Dad,  your  job  this  year  is  the  babies. 
There  are  going  to  be  two,  ages  nine 
months  and  three  years.  They  will  ar¬ 
rive  with  the  Cousins,  and  they’re 
going  to  be  tired  from  the  drive  and 
confused  by  all  the  activity.  You  need  to 
take  them  from  Aunt  and  put  them  in 
the  den  where  I’ve  set  up  a  play  area. 
Stay  with  them  until  dinner,  and  make 
sure  that  if  Gramma  wants  to  see  them, 
they  come  to  her,  not  the  other  way 
around.  If  they  start  to  cry,  give  them 
some  of  the  brandy  milk.  It  will  put 
them  to  sleep  and  make  them  happy 
little  campers.  If  they  are  awake  and 
happy  already,  just  play  with  them  and 
keep  them  that  way.  Got  it?” 

Dad  gave  her  the  thumbs-up  sign, 
and  she  allowed  herself  a  smile.  She 
picked  up  her  own  beeper  and  clipped 
it  on  her  skirt,  underneath  her  apron. 

“My  assignment  is  to  keep  Aunt  in 
the  kitchen  with  me,  preparing  dinner. 
I  will  come  out  to  greet  them  all,  then 
make  hints  about  being  overwhelmed 
with  the  meal.  Hopefully,  Aunt  will 
volunteer,  but  if  not.  I’ll  be  forced  to 
ask  her  outright.  Brother,  if  Uncle 
makes  any  wisecracks  about  Aunt’s  lack 
of  ability  in  the  kitchen,  head  him  off 
with  talk  of  football.  We  can’t  have  a 
fight  as  soon  as  they  walk  in  the  door. 

“Once  dinner  is  served,  we  all  have 
to  be  on  special  watch.  Keep  an  eye  on 
your  charge,  but  also  listen  to  what 


everyone  else  is  saying.  If  Aunt  brings 
up  the  fact  that  Gramma  won’t  come 
live  with  them,  start  talking  about  how 
bad  the  weather  is,  or  ask  how  the 
horses  are  doing  on  their  ranch.  Other 
topics  that  are  off-limits  this  year  are 
Cousin’s  school  career  or  lack  thereof, 
my  job,  how  Grampa  used  to  yell,  pol¬ 
itics,  and  of  course,  money. 

“If  Uncle  tells  a  racist  joke,  go  right 
on  talking,  just  like  it  was  never  said, 
except  for  you.  Brother.  You’re  on 
Uncle  watch,  so  you  should  laugh  and 
nudge  him  like  it  was  the  funniest 
thing  you’ve  ever  heard.” 

Mother  turned  towards 
Brother  and  he  perked  up 
immediately.  She  used  a 
metal  pointer  to  gesture  at 
the  map  of  the  house  spread 
out  on  the  table.  “Brother, 
you  are  on  double-duty: 
Uncle  and  Cousin.  Now  this 
is  serious,  because  they  are 
going  to  have  weapons.” 

The  family  took  notes  in  their 
pocket  notebooks,  nodding  occasion¬ 
ally.  Mother  patted  her  hip  where  she’d 
clipped  her  beeper.  “If  anything  goes 
wrong.  I’ll  beep  you  all  or  just  the  one 
I  need.  As  you  know,  these  beepers 
have  been  set  to  send  messages  instead 
of  phone  numbers.  Also,  they  vibrate 
instead  of  actually  beeping.  Depending 
on  the  emergency,  I  will  direct  you  to  a 


POEM  BY  A.M.  HUNTER 


The  Holidays 

It’s  the  holidays, 

A  No  One’s  Coming  Home 
Kind  of  holiday. 

The  longing 
For  the  door  to  open 
By  someone 
With  their  own  key 
Creates  dreams... 

Comfort  in  the  night 
Painful  in  the  grey  light 
Of  this  November. 


A.M.  Hunter  is  a  practicing  psychotherapist  on  24th  Street. 


room  or  person,  or  give  you  a  nudge  to 
divert  the  conversation.  Just  follow  my 
lead  and  everything  will  work  out  fine.” 

Mother  stood  and  took  a  deep 
breath.  “After  dinner,  I  expect  the 
Cousins  to  try  to  leave  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible,  so  they  won’t  be  a  problem.  The 
biggest  challenge  will  be  Gramma. 
She’ll  want  to  spend  the  night  here  and 
will  use  guilt,  whining,  and  tears  to  ob¬ 
tain  that  goal.  Now,  the  story  this  year 
is  as  follows:  Tomorrow,  we  all  have  doc¬ 
tors’  appointments.  I  thought  it  would 
be  a  perfect  day  for  checkups,  seeing  as 
how  you  kids  have  the  day  off  from 
school.  So  when  Gramma  asks  to  stay 
the  night.  I’ll  say  that  I  am  very  sorry, 
but  we  won’t  have  time  to  take  her 
home  tomorrow.  You  kids  make  like 
you’re  very  unhappy  to  see  her  go,  with 
some  complaining  to  me  for  making 
her  leave  and  such.  Then  Dad  will  sug¬ 
gest  that  we  all  go  on  a  picnic  or  some¬ 
thing  real  soon.  Gramma  will  agree, 
but  then  she’ll  forget  all  about  it.” 

Dad  made  a  special  note  of  his  part 
in  the  retreat,  then  put  his  notebook 
away,  knowing  the  rest  of  the  Plan 
from  experience. 

Mother  pulled  a  comb  out  of  her 
apron  pocket  and  fussed  with  Brother’s 
hair  for  a  moment  before  continuing. 
“So,  after  the  operation  is  successfully 
pulled  off,  we  will  stoke  up  the  fire,  get 
out  the  leftover  pie,  and  watch  the 
movies  you  kids  picked  out.” 

Brother  and  Sister  grinned,  imagin¬ 
ing  how  much  fun  they  would  have 
once  the  relatives  went  home  and  they 
could  begin  the  real  party. 

“So,  is  everyone  briefed  on  what 
they’re  supposed  to  do?”  They  all  nod¬ 
ded  and  smiled,  and  Mother  gave  them 
an  approving  look. 

The  doorbell  rang  and  they  all 
snapped  to  attention.  Mother  gave 
them  one  last  examination,  then 
saluted  them  primly. 

“Good!  Now  let’s  get  to  work.”  ^ 

K.J.  Amos  recently  moved  to  Noe  Valley. 
She  has  a  bachelor’s  degree  in  creative  writ- 
ing  from  The  Evergreen  State  College  in 
Olympia,  Wash.,  and  has  been  a  freelance 
writer  for  five  years.  This  story  is  dedicated 
to  her  mother,  for  all  the  obvious  reasons. 


WRITERS 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice  invites  you  to 
submit  fiction,  literary  nonfiction,  or 
poetry  for  possible  publication  on  the 
Last  Page.  Please  mail  your  manuscript, 
which  should  be  typed,  double-spaced, 
and  no  more  than  1,500  words,  to  the 
Noe  Valley  Voice,  1021  Sanchez  St., 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114.  Don’t  forget 
to  send  an  SASE  and  a  phone  number. 
We  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you. 


